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validity of any of the notes, bonds or other obhgations of

said district outstanding on said date. Any indebtedness in-

curred by said district and outstanding at the time it is taken
over by the town shall be assumed by the town.
Section 3. The powers and duties vested in the board

of water commissioners of said district shall be assumed and
carried out by the board of water commissioners of the town
of Norton.
Section 4. This act shall take full effect on the thirtieth

day following its acceptance, within two years after its pas-
sage, by a majority of the voters of the Norton Fire District

present and voting thereon at a meeting called for the pur-
pose, and by a majority of the voters of the town of Norton
present and voting at any town meeting.

Approved February 16, 1951.

An Act relative to the composition of representative Phnj) fif;

TOWN meetings IN THE TOWN OF AMHERST.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section 2 of chapter 10 of the acts of 1936 is

hereby amended by striking out the first sentence and insert-

ing in place thereof the following sentence : — Other than
the officers designated in section three and in the by-laws of

the town as towTi meeting members at large, the representa-
tive town meeting membership shall in each precinct con-
sist of the largest number divisible by three which will admit
of a representation thereof in the approximate proportion
which the number of registered voters therein bears to the
total number of registered voters in the town in accordance
with the list of registered voters on the first day of January
next preceding the election, and which will cause the total

elected membership to be as nearly one hundred and eighty
as may be.

Section 2. Section 3 of said chapter 10 is hereby
amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting in

place thereof the following sentence :
— Any representative

town meeting held under the provisions of this act, except
as otherwise provided herein, shall be limited to the town
meeting members elected under section two, together with
the following town meeting members at large, namely: the
moderator, the town clerk, the chairman of the board of
selectmen, the chairman of the board of assessors, the chair-
man of the board of water commissioners, the chairman of

the board of health, the chairman of the school committee,
the chairman of the board of public welfare, the chairman
of the planning board, the chairman of the recreation com-
mission, the chairman of the finance committee, and such
other town meeting members at large as may be provided
for by the by-laws of the town, and authority to adopt such
by-laws is hereby conferred.

Section 3. This act shall be submitted for acceptance
to the registered voters in the town of Amherst at the annual
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town meeting in the year nineteen hundred and fifty-two in

the form of the following question, which shall be placed
on the official ballot to be used for the election of town officers

at said meeting: — "Shall an act passed by the General
Court in the year nineteen hundred and fifty-one, entitled

'An Act relative to the composition of representative town
meetings in the town of Amherst', be accepted?" If it is

not accepted at said annual town meeting, it shall be again

submitted for acceptance at the annual town meeting in the

year nineteen hundred and fifty-three in the same manner.
If it is not accepted at said annual town meeting in nineteen

hundred and fifty-three it may again be submitted for ac-

ceptance in hke manner from time to time to such voters at

any annual town meeting, but not later than the year nine-

teen hundred and fifty-five, upon petition signed by not less

than two per cent of the total number of registered voters

of said town and filed with the town clerk at least thirty

days prior to such meeting.

Section 4. Upon the acceptance of this act by a majority

of the voters voting thereon at any town meeting as afore-

said, it shall take effect for the purposes of the next annual
town election in the town of Amherst, at which election one
third of the representative town meeting membership to

which each precinct shall be entitled hereunder shall be
elected, the unexpired terms of office of all previously elected

town meeting members shall continue until their expiration,

and for the purpose of determining town meeting members
at large and for all other purposes this act shall take effect

upon the date of such election.

Approved February 16, 1951.

Chap. 66 An Act relative to the appropriation for federal
AID HIGHWAY PROJECTS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Item 2900-10 of section 2 of chapter 580 of

the acts of 1950, as amended by Item 2900-10 of section 2

of chapter 825 of the acts of said year, is hereby further

amended by striking out the wording and inserting in place

thereof the following words :
—

For projects for the construction and reconstruction of

highways and bridges, including the elimination of grade

crossings, which have been approved by the proper federal

authorities to be included in federal aid programs, and for

land damages in connection with such projects; provided,

that any portion of the sum herein appropriated may also

be used for said federal aid projects in conjunction with city

or town funds; and, further provided, that amounts made
available by this item in any fiscal year shall be available

for expenditure in the succeeding fiscal year; and further

provided that, of the total amounts made available in this

item, eleven million dollars shall not be expended until after


