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Chap. ISS An Act establishing the lanesborough garden circle
SEWER DISTRICT.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The inhabitants of the town of Lanesborough,
Hable to taxation in said town and residing within the terri-

tory comprised within the following boundary lines, to wit:

Beginning at a point at the intersection of the Pittsfield-

Lanesborough boundary line and the easterly line of the

state highway, Route 7, sometimes known as South Main
street in the town of Lanesborough; thence running in a
general westerly direction along the southerly boundary
line of the town of Lanesborough to the easterly line of

Pontoosuc lake; thence northerly along the easterly line of

Pontoosuc lake to the northerly line of the land of Baker;
thence easterly along said northerly line of the land of Baker
to the westerly line of said state highway; thence easterly in

a line parallel with the southerly boundary line between
Lanesborough and Pittsfield across said highway five hun-
dred feet to a point; thence southerly in a line parallel to

the easterly line of the state highway to a point on the

northerly line of land shown on map or plan of Pontoosuc
gardens, made by Ernest W. Branch, C.E., for Jacob W.
Wilbur, dated July 1912 and recorded in Northern Berkshire

Registry of Deeds; thence in a general easterly direction

along the northerly line of said Pontoosuc gardens to a point

at the northeast corner thereof, said point being the north-

easterly corner of lot number 672 as shown on said plan;

thence southerly, or southwesterly, along the easterly line of

said Pontoosuc gardens to the Lanesborough-Pittsfield

boundary line; also being the southeast corner of lot num-
ber 668 as shown on said plan; thence westerly along said

Lanesborough-Pittsfield boundary line to the point of be-

ginning, shall constitute a sewer district and are hereby
made a body corporate by the name of the Lanesborough
Garden Circle Sewer District, hereinafter called the district,

for the purpose of laying out, constructing, maintaining and
operating a system of common sewers for a part or the whole
of the territory herein described, with such connections and
other works as may be required for a system of sewage
disposal, and may construct such sewers in said district as

may be necessary; and for the purpose of assessing and
raising taxes as provided herein for the payment of such

services, and for defraying the necessary expenses of carrying

on the business of said district, subject to all general laws

now or hereafter in force relating to such districts, except

as otherwise provided herein. The district shall have the

power to prosecute and defend all actions relating to its

property and affairs.

Section 2. For the purposes aforesaid, the district, act-

ing by and through its board of sewer commissioners here-

inafter provided for, may enter into an agreement with the
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city of Pittsfield, acting through its mayor and city council,

for the discharge of sewage from the district into the sewer-

age system of the said city, and the city in accordance with
such agreement shall receive and treat the sewage of the dis-

trict, and the district shall pay such proportion of the cost

of the sewerage works of the city and such annual charges

for the transportation and treatment of the sewage as shall

be mutually agreed upon by the district and the city. If

the district and the city shall be unable to agree as to the
proper and just sum or sums which shall be paid by the dis-

trict to the city, either party may petition the supreme ju-

dicial court, which shall appoint three commissioners to de-

termine the compensation, subject to the approval of the
court. Such compensation may consist of a sum in gross or

yearly payments to be made to the city as said commis-
sioners, appointed by the court, or a majority of them, after

acceptance of their findings by the court, shall decide.

Section 3. Any meeting of the voters of the territory

included within the boundaries set forth in section one, to

be held prior to the acceptance of this act, and any meeting
of the voters of the district to be held prior to the qualifica-

tion of a majority of the sewer commissioners, shall be called

on petition of ten or more legal voters therein, by warrant
from the selectmen of said town, or from a justice of the
peace, directed to one of the petitioners, requiring him to

give notice of the meeting by posting copies of the warrant
in two or more public places in the district seven days at

least before the time of the meeting. Such justice of the
peace, or one of the selectmen, shall preside at such meeting
until a clerk is chosen and sworn, and the clerk shall preside
until a moderator is chosen. At any meeting held hereunder
prior to the acceptance of this act, after the choice of a
moderator for the meeting, the question of the acceptance
of this act shall be submitted to the voters, and if it is ac-

cepted by the majority of the voters present and voting
thereon by ballot it shall thereupon take full effect, and the
meeting may then proceed to act on the other articles in the
warrant. After the qualification of a majority of the sewer
commissioners, meetings of the district shall be called by
warrant under their hands, unless some other method be
provided by by-law or vote of the district.

Section 4. The district shall, after the acceptance of

this act as aforesaid, elect by ballot, either at the same
meeting at which this act shall have been accepted, or there-
after, at an annual meeting or at a special meeting called for

the purpose, three persons, inhabitants of and voters in said
district, to hold office, one until the expiration of three years,
one until the expiration of two years, and one until the ex-
piration of one year, from the day of the next succeeding an-
nual district meeting, to constitute a board of sewer commis-
sioners; and at every annual district meeting following such
next succeeding annual district meeting one such commis-
sioner shall be elected by ballot for the term of three years.
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The date of the next annual meeting shall be fixed by by-law
or by vote of the board of sewer commissioners, but in no
event shall it be later than fifteen months subsequent to the

date on which the sewer commissioners were first elected.

All the authority granted to said district by this act, except

section nine, and not otherwise specifically provided for,

shall be vested in said board of sewer commissioners, who
shall be subject, however, to such instructions, rules and
regulations as the district may by vote impose. At the

meeting at which said sewer commissioners are first elected

and at each annual district meeting held thereafter, the dis-

trict shall elect by ballot, each for a term of one year, a clerk

and a treasurer of the district. The treasurer shall not be a

sewer commissioner, and shall give bond to the district in

such an amount as may be approved by said sewer com-
missioners and with a surety company authorized to trans-

act business in the commonwealth as surety. A majority of

said sewer commissioners shall constitute a quorum for the

transaction of business. Any vacancy occurring in said

board from any cause may be filled for the remainder of the

unexpired term by said district at any legal meeting called for

the purpose. No money shall be drawn from the treasury of

the district on account of its sewer works except upon a writ-

ten order of said sewer commissioners or a majority of them.

Section 5. Said board of sewer commissioners, acting for

and on behalf of the district, may take by eminent domain,

under chapter seventy-nine of the General Laws, or acquire

by purchase or otherwise, any lands, water rights, rights of

way or easements, public or private, in the district, necessary

for accomplishing any purpose mentioned in this act, and
may construct such sewers under or over any bridge, railroad,

railway, boulevard or other public way, or within the location

of any railroad, and may enter upon and dig up any private

land, public way or railroad location, for the purpose of lay-

ing such sewers and of maintaining and repairing the same,

and may do any other thing proper or necessary for the pur-

pose of this act; provided, that they shall not take in fee any
land of a railroad corporation, and that they shall not enter

upon or construct any sewer within the location of any rail-

road corporation except at such time and in such manner as

they may agree upon with such corporation, or, in case of

failure to agree, as may be approved by the department of

public utilities. Any person injured in his property by any
action of said board of sewer commissioners under this act

may recover damages from said district under said chapter

seventy-nine.

Section 6. Until the board of sewer commissioners has

first been elected as provided in this act, but not in any event

later than the second annual meeting after the commence-
ment of the work of construction authorized hereby, the

district may carry on such work by a duly authorized com-
mittee of the district. The committee shall serve without

pay and shall have all the power and authority given to the
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board of sewer commissioners in this act or by general law.

Whenever the phrase "said board of sewer commissioners"

or "said board" herein occurs, it shall mean and include the

board of sewer commissioners, or the committee of the dis-

trict provided for in this section, as the case may be.

Section 7. The district shall, by vote, determine what
proportion of the cost of said system or systems of sewerage

and sewage disposal the district shall pay; provided, that it

shall pay not less than one fourth nor more than two thirds

of the whole cost. In providing for the payment of the re-

maining portion of the cost of said system or systems or for

the use of said system or systems, the district may avail itself

of any or all of the methods permitted by the General Laws
for towns, including the establishing of just and equitable

annual charges as authorized by section sixteen of chapter

eighty-three thereof, and the provisions of said General Laws
relative to the assessment, apportionment, division, reassess-

ment, abatement and collection of sewer assessments, to liens

therefor and to interest thereon shall apply to assessments

made under this act. At the same meeting at which it de-

termines the proportion of the cost which is to be borne by
the district, it may by vote determine by which of such

methods the remaining portion of said cost shall be provided

for. The collector of taxes of said district shall certify the

payment or payments of such assessments or apportionments

thereof to the sewer commissioners, who shall preserve a

record thereof.

Section 8. The district clerk shall certify all appro-

priations voted by the district to the assessors of the town
of Lanesborough who shall assess the same on property

within the district in the same manner in all respects in

which town taxes are required by law to be assessed; pro-

vided, that no estate shall be subject to any tax assessed on

account of the system of sewerage under this act, if, in the

judgment of the board of sewer commissioners herein pro-

vided for, after a hearing, due notice whereof shall have

been given, such estate is so situated that it will receive no
aid from the said sewerage system, or if such estate is so

situated that the buildings thereon, or the buildings that

might be constructed thereon, could not be connected with

the said system in any ordinary or reasonable manner; but

all other estates in the district shall be deemed to be benefited

and shall be subject to such tax. A certified list of the

estates exempt from taxation under the provisions of this

section shall annually be sent by said board of sewer com-
missioners to said assessors. The assessment shall be com-
mitted to the town collector of taxes, who shall collect said

tax in the manner provided by law for the collection of town
taxes, and shall deposit the proceeds thereof with the district

treasurer for the use and benefit of the district. The dis-

trict may collect interest on overdue taxes in the manner in

which interest is authorized to be collected on town taxes.

Section 9. For the purpose of paying the necessary
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expenses and liabilities incurred under this act, the district

may from time to time, within five years after the passage of

this act, borrow such sums as may be necessary, not exceed-

ing, in the aggregate, ninety thousand dollars, and may
issue bonds or notes therefor, which shall bear on their face

the words, Lanesborough Garden Circle Sewerage Loan,
Act of 1951. Each authorized issue shall constitute a sep-

arate loan, and such loans shall be payable in not more
than thirty years from their dates. Indebtedness incurred

under this act shall be in excess of the statutory limit, but
shall, except as provided herein, be subject to chapter

forty-four of the General Laws.
Section 10. The receipts from sewer assessments, charges,

rates and taxes shall be applied to the payment of charges

and expenses incident to the maintenance and operation of

said system of sewerage and sewage disposal or to the exten-

sion thereof; to the payment of interest upon bonds or notes

issued for sewer purposes; or to the payment or redemption
of such bonds or notes.

Section 11. Said board of sewer commissioners may
annually appoint a superintendent of sewers who shall not
be a member of the board, and shall define his duties. It

may remove the superintendent at its pleasure.

Section 12. All contracts made by the board of sewer
commissioners shall be made in the name of the district,

and shall be signed by the board, but no contract shall be
made or obligation incurred by said board for any purpose
in excess of the amount of money appropriated by the

district therefor.

Section 13. Said board may, from time to time, pre-

scribe rules and regulations for the connection of estates

and buildings with sewers, and for inspection of the materials,

the construction, alteration and use of all connections enter-

ing into such sewers, and ma}'' prescribe penalties, not

exceeding twenty dollars, for each violation of any rule or

regulation. Such rules and regulations shall be published at

least once a week for three successive weeks in some news-
paper published in the town of Lanesborough, if there be

any, and if not, then in some newspaper published in the

county of Berkshire, and shall not take effect until such
publications have been made.

Section 14. No act shall be done under authority of the

preceding sections, except in the making of surveys and other

preliminary investigations, until the plans for said system of

sewerage and sewage disposal have been approved by the

state department of public health. Upon application to said

department for its approval, it shall give a hearing, after

due notice to the public. At such hearing, plans showing the

work to be done in constructing said system of sewerage and
sewage disposal shall be submitted for approval by said

department.
Section 15. Upon a petition in writing, addressed to

said board of sewer commissioners, requesting that certain
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real estate, accurately described therein, located in said town
and not otherwise served by a suitable means of sewage dis-

posal, be included within the limits thereof, and signed by the

owners of such real estate, or a majority thereof, said sewer
commissioners shall cause a duly warned meeting of the dis-

trict to be called, at which meeting the voters may vote on
the question of including said real estate within the district.

If a majority of the voters present and voting thereon vote

in the affirmative, the district clerk shall within ten days file

with the town clerk of said town and with the state secretary

an attested copy of said petition and vote; and thereupon
said real estate shall become and be part of the district and
shall be holden under this act in the same manner and to the

same extent as the real estate described in section one.

Section 16. This act shall take full effect upon its ac-

ceptance by a majority of the registered voters of the terri-

tory included within said district described in section one
of this act, present and voting thereon by use of a check hst

at a district meeting called in accordance with section three,

and upon its acceptance by the city council of the city of

Pittsfield, within five years of its passage.

Approved March 12, 1951.

An Act relative to sentences to the reformatory rii.r,j. \oa
FOR women for the CRIME OF LEWD AND LASCIVIOUS ^'

COHABITATION AND FOR THE CRIME OF LARCENY.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter 279 of the General Laws is hereby amended by g. l. (Ter.

striking out section 18, as amended by chapter 516 of the f ig^;^^'
acts of 1947, and inserting in place thereof the following amended.'

section: — Section 18. A female sentenced to the reforma- Terms of

tory for women for larceny of property of a value exceeding reFormaTory
one hundred dollars, or for any felony except adultery and for women,

lewd and lascivious cohabitation, may be held therein for

not more than five years unless she is sentenced for a longer

term, in which case she may be held therein for such longer

term ; if sentenced to said reformatory for any other offence,

including larceny of property of a value not exceeding one
hundred dollars, adultery or lewd and lascivious cohabita-
tion, she may be held therein for not more than two years.

Approved March 12, 1961.

An Act providing for a conference before discontin- nhn^ 135
UANCE OF PAYMENTS UNDER THE WORKMEN'S COMPENSA- ^'

TION LAW.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 29 of chapter 152 of the General Laws, as most g. l. (Ter.

recently amended by chapter 471 of the acts of 1949, is fiilto.',

hereby further amended by striking out the third sentence amended.

and inserting in place thereof the following :
— When com- conference

pensation shall have begun it shall not be discontinued ex- before dis-


