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the vicinity of the Meridian Street bridge for the purpose
of safeguarding Boston harbor from the danger of an oil fire

caused by the spillage of oil in the upper reaches of the

river.

For the purpose of constructing the oil boom installation

the Authority may expend such sums, not to exceed forty

thousand dollars, as may be appropriated therefor.

The maintenance of the installation shall become the

obligation of the Port of Boston Authority, and the oper-

ation in an emergencj^ shall rest upon the city of Boston
fire department. Approved August S2, 1951.

An Act establishing the southern Berkshire regional Chap.GSS
SCHOOL district.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The Southern Berkshire Regional School
District consisting of the towns of Alford, Egremont, Mon-
terey, New Marlborough and Sheffield is hereby established.

Said district shall be a body politic and corporate "svith all

the powers, duties and liabilities conferred and imposed by
law upon school committees and regional school district

committees by chapter seventy-one of the General Laws and
any additional powers, duties and liabilities conferred and
imposed by this act.

Section 2. The powers, duties and liabihties of said dis-

trict shall be vested in and exercised by a committee, here-

inafter called the district committee, chosen and organized

as herein provided. The provisions of sections sixteen and
sixteen A to sixteen I, inclusive, of chapter seventy-one of

the General Laws shall apply to the members of said district

committee. Said district committee shall consist of ten

members, to be elected at the annual town meeting in nine-

teen hundred and fifty-two in the several towns, four to be
elected from the town of Sheffield, two for the term of three

years and two for the term of two years, two from the town
of Egremont, one for the term of three years and one for

the term of two years, two from the town of New Marlbor-
ough, one for the term of three years and one for the term of

two years, one from the town of Alford and one from the
town of Monterey, each of whom shall be elected for three

years. Any vacancy shall be filled by the appointment of a
person by the selectmen of the town where the vacancy
occurs to serve until the next annual to\\Ti meeting, when
such town shall elect a person to fill the unexpired term.
No person shall serve on said committee for more than three

consecutive terms. At the expiration of the term of anj''

member his successor shall be elected for a term of two years.

Section 3. Within thirty days after the acceptance of

this act as provided in section fourteen, the selectmen of

each of the several towns shall, unless an annual town meet-
ing occurs within said period, call a special to-wTi meeting for

the purpose of electing the number of committee members
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to which such town is entitled as provided in section two to
serve as a temporary committee until the election of the
members of the district committee and the organization of

said committee as provided in section two. The members of

the- temporary committee shall meet and organize forthwith
in accordance with the provisions of section sixteen A of

chapter seventy-one of the General Laws. Upon the elec-

tion and organization of the district committee as provided
in section two the terms of such temporary committee mem-
bers shall cease and determine, provided, that during its

existence such temporary committee shall have all the
powers, duties and liabilities of the district committee, and
provided, further, that no temporary committee shall be
elected under this section if this act is accepted later than
December fifteenth in the year nineteen hundred and fifty-

one, in which event the district committee shall be elected

at the annual town meetings as provided in section two.

Section 4. Not later than May first, nineteen hundred
and fifty-two, the persons elected to the district committee
shall meet in Sheffield town hall and choose the officers pro-

vided for in said section sixteen A of said chapter seventy-
one. Six days' notice of the place and time of such meeting
shall be given to each member by the town clerk of the town
of Sheffield. Subsequent annual meetings for the purposes
of organization shall be held not later than April first at a
time and place determined by the committee and notice

thereof shall be given by the secretary of the committee.
Section 5. As soon as practicable in nineteen hundred

and fifty-two the district committee shall acquire by pur-

chase or otherwise land in the town of Sheffield for the pur-

pose of constructing and equipping a school building or school

buildings at the secondary level and may provide that such
initial building or buildings so constructed and equipped in-

clude such facilities for grades below the secondarj^ level as

the said committee shall determine, and shall construct and
equip such buildings, and thereafter shall construct and
equip such additional school buildings in the town of Shef-

field as are necessary, provided that the provisions of para-

graph (d) of said section sixteen of said chapter seventy-one
shall apply in case it is intended to incur debt for such
purposes.

Section 6. The school committees in the several towns
shall have control of all the public schools, as provided in

section thirty-seven of chapter seventy-one of the General
Laws, until August first, nineteen hundred and fifty-two or

until such later time as the district committee shall be ready
to assume such control, of which said school committees
shall have not less than thirty days' notice in writing from
said district committee.
Section 7. Each town in the district shall allow the dis-

trict to use the school buildings in use for public school

purposes on the effective date of this act, provided that the

district shall be liable and pay for the necessary expenses
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for the maintenance and operation of such schools. No such
building used after October first, nineteen hundred and fifty

shall be discontinued as a school except after a vote at a
town meeting authorizing such discontinuance.

Section 8. The district committee shall furnish school

transportation for the district and shall determine the

amount of money which each town shall pay therefor in

accordance with the state reimbursement each town re-

ceives for transportation of pupils, and such payments shall

be made by the respective town treasurers in two equal in-

stallments on or before June fifteenth and December fif-

teenth in each year.

Section 9. Capital costs shall include the cost of ac-

quiring, constructing, reconstructing, adding to and orig-

inally equipping a school building or buildings, and the in-

terest on indebtedness incurred to meet capital outlays and
the expense incident thereto. The proportionate share of

the annual capital costs of each member town shall be deter-

mined, to the nearest one hundredth of one per cent, by
dividing the equalized assessed valuation of that town by
the total equalized assessed valuation of the entire district.

Equalized assessed valuation figures shall be as established

by law. The pajTnents of proportionate shares of said cap-
ital costs of each of the member towns for each year shall

be made by the respective towTi treasurers by check payable
to the district not later than the fifteenth day of the month
preceding the maturity date of said bonds.

Section 10. The district committee shall annually de-

termine the amounts necessarj^ to be raised to operate and
maintain the district school or schools during the ensuing
calendar year, and shall apportion the amount so determined
among the several towns in that proportion which the total

enrollment from each town bears to the total enrollment of

the district. Operating and maintenance costs shall include

all expenses of the district, except capital and transporta-

tion costs, including salaries, wages, textbooks, supplies,

additions to current equipment, maintenance and payments
of interest on temporary notes issued in anticipation of

revenue by the district. The amounts so apportioned for

each town shall, prior to December thirty-first in each year,

be certified by the district treasurer to the treasurers of the
several towns. Each town shall appropriate the amounts so

certified, and in case any such town fails to pay over to the
treasurer of said district the amount of its apportionment
within the time agreed upon for such pajTiient, the district

committee shall invoke the provisions of section thirty-four

of chapter seventj^-one of the General Laws. The town treas-

urer shall pay the amount so appropriated or any amount
ordered to be raised by court decree to said district treasurer,

in two equal installments not later than May fifteenth and
November fifteenth in each year.

Section 11. On or before December first of each year,

the district committee shall adopt an annual operating and
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maintenance budget for the district for the ensuing calendar
year. Said budget shall be itemized as follows:— general

control; expenses of instruction; operation and main-
tenance of school plant; auxiliary agencies; outlay; interest

charges; special charges and miscellaneous; the last-named
to specify any items costing more than one hundred dollars.

The cost and expenses of the district, as set forth in such
budget, shall be apportioned to the member towns in the
manner set forth in section ten, and shall be certified prior

to December thirty-first of each year to the treasurers of

the member towns, and the amounts so certified shall be
paid as provided in section ten.

Section 12. Each teacher serving at the discretion of

the school committee of any town in the district on the
effective date of this act shall be deemed to be serving at the
discretion of the district committee.
Section 13. The district committee shall submit an

annual report to each of the member towns, containing a de-

tailed financial statement, and a statement showing the
method by which the annual charges assessed against each
town were computed, together with such additional informa-
tion relating to the operation and maintenance of the re-

gional district schools as may be deemed necessary by said

committee or by the selectmen of any member town.
Section 14. The selectmen of the several towns shall

direct the town clerk in each town to cause the question of

accepting the provisions of this act to be placed on a ballot

at a town meeting called for the purpose of voting upon ac-

ceptance of this act within six months after its passage, in

substantially the following form: — "Shall an act passed
by the General Court in the year nineteen hundred and
fifty-one, entitled, 'An Act establishing the Southern Berk-
shire Regional School District' be accepted?". If a ma-
jority of the voters present and voting on said question in

each of the several towns shall vote in the affirmative, said

act shall become effective, and the proposed regional school

district shall be deemed to be established forthwith.

Approved August 22, 1951.

Chap.QS9 An Act changing and establishing the harbor lines
around savin hill bay, in boston harbor.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The harbor lines around Savin Hill bay
in Boston harbor are hereby changed and estabhshed as

follows :
—

The location of each of the angle points in the lines here-

inafter described is fixed by a distance, hereinafter called

longitude, in feet, from a meridian passing through the

center of the apex of the dome of the state house in Boston,
and by a distance, hereinafter called latitude, in feet, from
a line at right angles to said meridian and passing through
the center of said apex of the state house dome, and the


