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person other than the child be required if such person is

adjudged by the court hearing the petition to be hopelessly

insane, or is imprisoned in any penal institution in this

commonwealth under sentence for a term of which more
than three years remain unexpired at the date of the petition

;

or if he has \silfully deserted or neglected to provide proper
care and maintenance for such child for one year last preced-

ing the date of the petition, or the entry of a decree concern-

ing the custody or the right to custody of such child; or if

he has suffered such child to be supported for more than one
year continuously prior to the petition by an incorporated

charitable institution or by a town or by the commonwealth;
or if he has been sentenced to imprisonment for drunkenness
upon a tliird conviction within one year and neglects to pro-

vide proper care and maintenance for such child; or if such
person has been convicted of being a common night walker
or a lewd, wanton and lascivious person, and neglects to

pro\dde proper care and maintenance for such child. A
giving up in writing of a child, for the purpose of adoption,

to an incorporated charitable institution or the department
of public welfare shall operate as a consent to any adoption
subsequently approved by such institution or said depart-
ment. Notice of the petition shall be given to the department Notice of

of public welfare, if the child is supported b}'' a town or by p^*'*'°"-

the commonwealth, and if the child is supported by a town,
notice shall also be given to the board of public welfare

thereof, and in Boston said notice shall be given both to the
overseers of the public welfare in the city of Boston and to

the institutions department. Approved September 11, 1951.

An Act further exempting from taxation certain phn'yy ajK
PROPERTY OF CERTAIN DISABLED VETERANS. ^'

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 5 of chapter 59 of the General Laws is hereby g. l. (Ter.

amended by striking out clause Twenty-second, as most re- ftl^'amended
cently amended by section 1 of chapter 534 of the acts of

1949, and inserting in place thereof the following: —
Twenty-second, Real estate of the following classes of Exemption

persons, excepting persons described in paragraph (a), who Jmnted^'cer-"

are legal residents of the commonwealth to the amount of
vpt'^rS'''^'^

two thousand dollars in the case of each person, and real

estate of persons described in paragraph (a) who are legal

residents of the commonwealth to the amount of three thou-
sand dollars; provided, such real estate is occupied as a
domicile by such person; and provided, further, that only
three thousand dollars of the real estate of a soldier or sailor

described in paragraph (a) and his wife, and only two thou-
sand dollars of any other soldier or sailor and his wife shall

be exempted; and provided, further, that the real estate of

the person so exempted or the combined real estate of a
soldier or sailor and his wife does not exceed eight thousand
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dollars, exclusive of the value of the mortgage interest held

by persons other than the person to be exempted in such
mortgaged real estate as may be included in said whole
estate or combined property; but if, said whole estate or

combined property of a soldier or sailor described in para-

graph (a) and his wife being less than three thousand dol-

lars, the sum total thereof and of such mortgage interest

exceeds three thousand dollars, the amount so exempted
shall be three thousand dollars, and if, said whole estate or

combined property of any other soldier or sailor and his

wife, being less than two thousand dollars, the sum total

thereof and of such mortgage interest exceeds two thousand
dollars, the amount so exempted shall be two thousand
dollars

:

(a) Soldiers and sailors who served in the military or

naval service of the United States in time of war or insur-

rection and were discharged or released in any manner other

than dishonorably therefrom, and, by reason of injury re-

ceived or disease contracted while in such service and in the

line of duty, lost the sight of both eyes or lost both arms or

legs. After the assessors have allowed an exemption under
this paragraph, no further evidence of the receiving of the

injury or disability shall be required in any subsequent year

in the city or town in which the exemption has been so

allowed.

(6) Soldiers and sailors who served as aforesaid and were
discharged or released from such service in the manner afore-

said, and who, as a result of disabilities contracted while in

such service and in the line of duty, have a disability rating

of ten per cent or more as determined by the veterans'

administration.

(c) Soldiers and sailors, not exempt under paragraph (a)

or (h), who served as aforesaid and were discharged or re-

leased from such service in the manner aforesaid, and who,
as a result of disabilities contracted while in such service and
in the hne of duty, have become permanently incapacitated

to an extent equivalent, in the judgment of the assessors, to

the disability of soldiers and sailors having a disability rating

of ten per cent or more as determined by the veterans'

administration.

(d) Soldiers and sailors who served in the military or

naval service of the United States in the war of the rebellion,

in the Spanish war, in the Philippine insurrection or in the

Chinese relief expedition and were discharged or released in

any manner other than dishonorably therefrom.

(e) Soldiers or sailors to whom has been awarded the

decoration of the Purple Heart.

(/) Wives of soldiers or sailors entitled to exemption under

any of the foregoing paragraphs and the widows of soldiers

or sailors, who at the time of their death were entitled to

such exemption or who lost their lives while serving in any
of said wars or in said insurrection or said relief expedition.

(g) Fathers and mothers of soldiers or sailors who served
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as aforesaid and who lost their hves in such service; pro-

vided, that only two thousand dollars of the real estate of

any such father and mother held jointly by them shall be
exempted.
No real estate shall be so exempt which the assessors shall Exception,

adjudge has been conveyed to a soldier or sailor or to his

wife, widow, father or mother to evade taxation.

A person aggrieved by the judgment of the assessors may Appeal.

appeal to the county commissioners or to the appellate tax

board within the time and in the manner allowed by section

sixty-fom- or sixty-five, as the case may be.

The words "soldiers and sailors", as used in this clause, "Soidiers

shall include those who served in the army, navy, naval defin^'*"^^

reserve, marine corps, marine corps reserve, coast guard,

coast guard reserve, army nurse corps or navy corps of the

United States or any corps or unit of the United States

established for the purpose of enabling women to serve with,

or as auxiliary to, the armed forces of the United States, but
shall not apply to those who have not been in active service.

Approved September 11, 1951.

An Act relative to the division of the blind. Chap.67Q
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 15 of the General Laws is herebj^ q. l. (Xer.

amended by inserting after section 13, as appearing in the f'tsA^added.

Tercentenary Edition, the following section: — Section ISA. Establishment

There shall be in the division, a bureau of medical care, a CLrlausTn

bureau of individual services, a bureau of rehabilitation, a
*f\h^^bfnd

bureau of industrial aid and workshops, and a bureau of
°

research. The director shall organize said bureaus and may
assign to them such functions as he deems advisable.

Section 2. Said chapter 15 is hereby further amended EdViTlis
by striking out section 15, as so appearing, and inserting in amended.

place thereof the following section:— Section 15. The Director,

director shall be the executive and administrative head of ^^jj^j^"''^

the division and shall have charge of the administration and
enforcement of all laws which it is the duty of the division

to administer and enforce. The advisory board shall exer-

cise advisory powers only. The director may appoint and
remove a supervisor of each bureau to have charge of its

work. The compensation of the supervisors subject to ap-
propriation shall be fixed by the director, with the approval
of the governor and council. The director subject to appro-
priation may also appoint and remove such other agents,

teachers and clerks as may be necessary but no person em-
ployed or appointed by him shall be a member of the ad-
visory board. Approved September 11, 1951.


