
94 Acts, 1952.— Chap. 159.

Chap. 159 An Act redefining the period of the present emer-
gency IN THE SHORTAGE OF HOUSING AND THEREBY EX-
TENDING THE EXISTENCE OF THE EMERGENCY HOUSING
COMMISSION AND THE BROADER POWERS OF LOCAL BOARDS
OF APPEAL.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section 2 of chapter 592 of the acts of 1946,

as most recently amended by chapter 381 of the acts of

1951, is hereby further amended by striking out, in lines 3
and 4, the words "for a period of six years from the effective

date of this act" and inserting in place thereof the words:—
until December thirty-first, nineteen hundred and fifty-

five, — so as to read as follows :
— Section 2. During the

period of the present emergency, which, unless changed by
the general court, shall be deemed to extend until December
thirty-first, nineteen hundred and fifty-five, a board of

appeals of a city or town referred to or appointed under
section thirty of chapter forty of the General Laws may
grant a variance with respect to a particular parcel of land
from the terms of an ordinance or by-law adopted under
section twenty-five of said chapter forty under the following

circumstances and conditions: (1) That the application re-

lates to the construction or alteration of a building designed

to contain when the work thereon is completed a dweUing
place or dwelHng places. (2) That if the variance relates to

the alteration of an existing building so that it may accom-
modate more families, the cubical content of the building

and its width, length and height shall not be substantially in-

creased, and its exterior shall be changed as little as possible.

(3) That the variance may be granted without substantial

detriment to the public good and without substantially

derogating from the intent and purpose of such ordinance

or by-law. (4) That the variance be granted without dis-

crimination among appUcants and as far as possible in

accordance with the principles set forth in the fourth para-

graph of section twenty-five of said chapter forty.

Section 2. Section 3 of said chapter 592, as most re-

cently amended by section 2 of chapter 567 of the acts of

1948, is hereby further amended by inserting after the word
"petition", in line 45, the words: — as they appear on the

most recent local tax Ust, — so that the sixth sentence will

read as follows : — The commission shall grant relief only

after a hearing, notice of which shall have been given by
mail, postage prepaid, to the appellant or petitioner, the

board of appeals and the owners of all property deemed by
the commission to be affected by such appeal or petition as

they appear on the most recent local tax list, and by pubU-
cation in a newspaper of general circulation in such city or

town. Approved March 12, 1952.


