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of such deficiencj', shall draw an interest, after the rate of six per cent tickets not paid

per annum, during the time of such deficiency in the treasury : pro-

vided, demand be made of payment within twenty days after the year
is expired. \_Passed April 18

;
puhlislied April 27, 1751.

CHAPTER 21.

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE SUPPORT OF MINISTERS IN NEW PLAN-
TATIONS.

Whereas the power by law granted to the courts of general sessions Preamble.

of the peace within this province to afford relief to ministers who shall I7i5-i6,chap.i7.

not be suitably supported, is so restrained as not to extend to the relief

of such ministers as are or ma}'^ be settled in new plantations not erected

into towns or districts ; and it being necessary that provision be made
by law for the encouragement and maintenance of such,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Lieutenant- Govei'Tioicr, Council and
House of Represeiitatioes,

[Sect. 1.] That in case of neglect in the proprietors or occupants Ministers of

of any new plantation, within this province, in fulfilling their contract or rheTr^suiaHesto'

agreement with the minister or ministers of such plantation, qualified be assessed by

as the law directs, respecting his or their settlement or support, the geneni" se'ssiona

court of general sessions of the peace within and for the county wherein of ti^e peace.

such plantation is, are hereb}^ impowred and directed, upon application

to them made for that purpose, to provide for the relief of such minis-

ter or ministers ; and in case the assessors for such new plantation do
or shall neglect duly to assess and apportion the full sum voted or

agreed on for the settlement or support of such minister or ministers,

according to the true intent of the contract, the said court are hereby
impowred and directed to appoint three or more sufficient freeholders

within the same county, to assess the occupants or proprietors who are

parties to such contract, such sum as, at the time of making such ap-

plication, shall be judged by said court to be due to such minister or

ministers by virtue of such contract, together with such further sum, in

case payment has been long and unreasonably dela3"ed, as said court

shall judge sufficient, to afford to such minister or ministers meet recom-
pence for any damagc[s] sustained by such neglect : such assessment to

be made on the occupants or proprietors, in such proportion as they may
have agreed among themselves, or, if no such agreement shall appear,

as said court shall judge most just and equitable.

[Sect. 2.] And said court shall make out and affix to a list of such Warrant in

assessment a warrant, in like form, mutatis mutandis, as is by law pre- directed t" tho^°

scribed for levying and collecting of town rates or assessments ; which collectors, to
collect said

warrant shall be signed by the clerk of such court, and directed to the a'Ssessment.

collector or collectors of taxes in such plantation, if any there be, or

to such person or persons as said court shall appoint for that purpose,
requiring him or them to collect and levy the sum total of the said list,

and to pa}^ in the same unto such minister or ministers, or to such per-

son or persons as said court shall appoint to receive the same for his or

their use ; and such collector or collectors, or other person or persons

to whom such warrant shall be directed, are hereb}' fully authorized to

execute the same, and to collect such assessment of the persons named
in such list, wheresoever they may be found within this province.

And he it farther enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That when and so often as timeW payment of his or their Delinquent

dues shall be withheld from the minister or ministers of such new plan- coikctorsto*be
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convented lie-

fore the court.

Fine to be
imposed.

Limitation.

tation, the justices of the said court of general sessions of the peace
are hereby impowred and directed to convent before them the assessors,

collector or collectors, or such others as have been or may be specially

appointed by the occupants or proprietors of such plantation, to take
care in that matter ; and, upon conviction of neglect therein, to impose a
fine on each delinquent not exceeding forty shillings for the first offence,

and upon every after conviction of such neglect, to impose a fine of four

pounds, to be levied by distress and sale of the offender's goods, and to

be applied for the making of meet satisfaction unto the assessors or col-

lectors that may have been appointed and employed by said court in the

service aforesaid ; the remainder, if any be, to be paid to the county
treasurer, for defrej'ing the necessary charges of the county.

[Sect. 4.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of five

years from the publication thereof, and no longer. [_PubUshed * Ajoril

27, 1751.

CHAPTEK 22.

Preamble.

1093-4, chap. 7,

§9-

Fine for sheep
going at large
without a shep-
herd, between
the loth of
March and the
last of October,
yearly, unless
allowed by the
town.

Proviso.

Limitation.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT FOR REGULATING FENCES, CATTLE, &c.

Whereas in and by an act made and pass'd in the fifth year of the

reign of King William and Queen Mary, intitled " An Act for regulat-

ing fences, cattle, &c.," it is enacted, " That for ever3^ sheep in every
town, going on the commons without being under the hand of a shep-

herd, from the first of May to the last of October in ever}' year, the

owner or keeper of the said sheep shall pay the sum of threepence for

every sheep at any time ^o found running on the common, not under the

hand of a shepherd or keeper, betwixt the first of May and last of

October yearly "
; and it being found by experience that great damage

is often done b}' sheep in the month of April, especially among English
grain ; therefore to prevent such incqnveniencies for the future,

—

Be it enacted by the Lieutenant-Governoicr, Council and House of Rep-
resentatives,

[Sect. 1.] That for every sheep in any town within this province,

going on the commons or ways, without being under the immediate care

and inspection of a shepherd or keeper, from the fifteenth of March to

the last da}' of October in every j^ear, the owner or keeper of such
sheep shall pay threepence for each and ever}' sheep so found running
on the commons or ways, without a shepherd or keeper, at any time

from the fifteenth day of March to the last of October.
Provided, nevertheless,—
[Sect. 2.] That it shall be in the power of any town, at their an-

nual meeting in March, by a vote, to give liberty for sheep to go at

large, the whole or an}' part of the time, between the said fifteenth day
of March and the first day of May ; and in such case, it shall be lawful

for the sheep in such town to go at large during such time as shall be so

voted ; anything in this or the before-recited act to the contrary not-

withstanding.

[Sect. 3.] This act to continue and be in force for five years from
the publication thereof, and no longer. \_Passed April 26

;
published

April 27, 1751.

* The date of the passage of this act has not been ascertained, owing to the imperfection
cf the records and the loss of the engrossment. The bill took its fii'st reading, in the Coun-
cil, March 29, 1751.


