
ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Concord,

ON the Twenty-seventh day of May, A. D. 1752.

CHAPTER 1.

AN ACT IN FURTHER ADDITION TO THE ACT FOR LIMITATION OF AC-
TIONS, AND FOR AVOIDING SUITS AT LAW, WHERE THE MATTER IS

OF LONG STANDING.

Whereas in a late law of this province, entitled " An Act in addition Preamble.

to and for [an] explanation of an act, entitled 'An Act for limitation 1748-49, chap. it.

of actions, and avoiding suits at law, where the matter is of long
standing,' " made and pass[e]d in the twenty-second year of his present
majesty's reign, the time limited for commencing of all actions of ac-

compt, and upon the case, excepting as therein is excepted, will expire

in September next ; and tvhereas the difficulties arisen by the exchange
of the medium of trade in this province, and the prevalencj' of the

small-pox in Boston and sundry other towns in this gover[7^]ment, ren-

der it almost impracticable to have such accompts and actions of the

case set[i]led within the time by said act limit[^]cd for that purpose,

—

Be it therefore enacted by tlieLie[y'\\tdenan']t-(jrOvernour.) Council and
House of Representativ\_e']s^

That the time for commencing of actions of accompts, and of the Act continued

case, by said act limited as aforesaid, be and the same is hereby ex-
*!.'^^^eptember,

tended to the first da^^ of September, which will be in the 3'ear of our
Lord one thousand seven hundred and fifty-fo[w][«]r ; and no suit

hereafter to be brought in such cases shall be barred, if commenced be-

fore the expiration of said term. [^Passed Jane 5
;
published June 16.

CHAPTER 2.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT FOR THE MORE SPEEDY EXTIN-
GUISHMENT OF FIRE, AND PRESERVING GOODS ENDANGERED
BY IT.

Whereas in and by an act made and passed in the eighteenth y&nx Preamble.

of his present majesty's reign, entitled "An Act for the more speedy 1:44.45, chap. 30,

extinguishment of fire, and preserving goods enda[n]gered by it," it
^^"

is enacted that the several towns within this province may, if they see

fit, at their anniversary meeting in March, annually, appoint a suitable

number of persons, not exceeding ten, who shall be denominated fire-

wards, whose particular business shall be to take care and govern at

fires, which, from time to time, may break out, as in and by said act they

77



610 Province Laws.—1752-53. [Chap. 3.]

Town of Boston
empowered to

choose twelve
fire-wards.

are directed and impowered to do ; and whereas, by experience, the fire-

wards, who have been annually chosen by the town of Boston, have
been found to be of great use and service to the said town at times of

fires, and it is apprehended it would greatly serve the said town if their

numbers were increased,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Lieutenant- Governour, Council and House
of Representatives,

That it ehall and may be lawful[l] for the town of Boston, who at

present have ten fire-wards, at any town meeting warned for that pur-

pose, to el[l]ect and appoint two more meet persons as fire-wards, who
shall serve in that oflBce till their anniversary meeting in March next

;

and from thenceforward, as they shall see cause, to chuse twelve per-

sons for that purpose, annually, who shall do the duty and be invested

with the like powers and priviledges as fire-wards in and by the said act

are invested withal. [^Passed June 4
;
published June 16.

CHAPTEK 3.

Time of this

act's continu-
ance.

Kate of excise.

Account to be
taken.

AN ACT FOR GRANTING UNTO HIS MAJESTY AN EXCISE UPON WINES
AND SPIRITS DISTILLED, SOLD BY RETAIL, AND UPON LIMES, LEM-
[3f]0NS AND ORANGES.

We, his majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, the representatives

of the province of the Massachuset[^]s Ba}^, in general court assem-

bled, being desirous to lessen the present debt of the province, have
chearfuUy and unanimously granted, and do hereby give and grant

unto his most excellent majesty, for the ends and uses above mentioned,

and for no other uses, an excise upon all brand}', rum and other spirits

distilled, and upon all wines whatsoever sold % retail, and upon lem-

mons, limes and oranges taken in and used in making of punch or other

liquors mixed for sale, or otherwise consumed, in taverns or other li-

censed houses within this province, to be raised, levied, collected and
paid by and upon every taverner, innholder, common victual [^]er and
retailer within each respective count}', in manner following :

—

And be it accordingly enacted by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council

and House of Representatives,

[Sect. 1.] That from and after the twenty-ninth da}' of June, one
thousand seven hundred and fifty-two, for the space of one year, every

person licensed for retailing rum, brandy or other spirits, or wine, shall

pay the duties following :

—

For every gallon of brandy, rum and spirits distill[e]'d, fourpence.

For every gallon of wine of every sort, sixpence.

For every hundred of lem[m]ons or oranges, four shillings.

For every hundred of limes, one shilling and sixpence.

—And so proportionably for any other quantity or number.

And be it farther enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That every taverner, innholder, common victual[Z]er

and retailer, shall, upon the said twenty-ninth day of June, take an
exact acco[mp][?iu]t of all brandy, rum and other distilled spirits, and
wine, and of all lem[m]ons, oranges and limes then by him or her, and
give an account of the same, upon oath, if required, unto the person or

persons to whom the duties of excise in the respective counties shall

be let[t] or farmed, as in and by this act is hereafter directed ; and
such other persons as shall be licensed during the continuance of this

act, shall also give an account, as aforesaid, upon oath, what brandy,


