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Limitation.

by said judge, to represent and act for such absent party, who shall

be allowed twelve months to appeal to the goveruour and council from
such judgment.

[Sect. 5.] This act to continue and be in force for the term of ten

years, and no longer. [^Passecl January 5
;
ptiblisJied January 6, 1753.

CHAPTER 14.

AN ACT FOR ALLOWING NECESSARY SUPPLIES TO THE EASTERN
INDIANS, AND FOR REGULATING TRADE WITH THEM, PREVENTING
ABUSES THEREIN, AND FOR THE PREVENTING PERSONS HUNTING
ON THE LAND TO THE EASTWARD OF SACO RIVER, OR TRADING
WITH THEM, OTHER THAN THE TRUCK-MASTERS CHOSEN BY THE
GENERAL COURT.

Preamble.

174243, chap. 2.
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Whereas the Indians in the eastern parts of this province, have

many years since recognized their subjection and obedience to the

crown of Great Britain, and have this year renewed the same, and have

their depend[e][a]nce on this government for supplies of cloathing, pro-

visions, and other necessaries ; to the intent therefore that they may be

furnished with the same at such easy rates as may engage them to a

firm adherence to his majesty's interest,

—

Be it enacted by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council and House of
Iiepresent[_atQves,

[Sect. 1.] That provisions, cloathing and other suitable supplies

for a trade with the Indians, be procured with the several sums that

have been, now are, or shall hereafter be granted for that purpose by

the general court, and applied, from time to time, for supplying the said

Indians as aforesaid, by such person or persons as shall annually be

chosen by this court, who shall proceed according to the instructions

they shall receive from this court, or from the commander-in-chief for

the' time being, by and with the advice of the council, on any emergency

in the recess of this court
;
provided such instructions and directions be

consistent with such instructions as are or may be given by the general

court ; and all supplies of cloathing, provisions and other necessaries

shall be lodged at such places in the eastern parts of this province, and

elsewhere, as the general court have or hereafter may order.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That a suitable person be appointed by this court for

each of the places where any of the goods aforesaid are lodged, as truck-

masters for the managera[en]t of the trade with the Indians ; and to be

paid for his service such sura or sums as this court shall judge reasona-

ble for his allowance in said capacity ; and in case of the death or re-

moval of any one or more of said truck-masters by mismanagem[en]t in

said trust, during the recess of the court, another shall be put in his

room by the commander-in-chief, with the advice of the council ; which

truck-masters shall be under oath, and give sufficient security to the

province treasurer for the faithful discharge of their office, and shall ob-

serve the instructions which, from time to time, shall be given them, and

shall not trade for themselves, only in the capacity of a truck-master,

with the Indians, or any other person or persons ; neither may any

officer or soldier, residing at or within any of the truck-houses, or any

other persons in the pay of this governm[en]t, either on account of

themselves, or any other person or persons, presume to trade with the

Indians, on board any ship or vessel or transport, in those parts, for any

of the aforementioned goods ; nor shall it be lawful for any other per-
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son or persons to sell, truck, barter or exchange with any Indian or

Indians, any strong beer, cyder, wine, rum, brandy, or any other strong

liquor, cloathing, or any other thing whatsoever the Indians may want,
on penalty of forty shillings, or six months' imprisonm[en]t for each

and every offence above mentioned.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the said truck-masters shall sell the goods to the Rules for

Indians at the prizes set in the invoices sent them from time to time b}' truck^mle?'^

the commissary, which shall be the same which he gave for the goods
in the town of Boston, without any advance tliereon ; and shall allow

the Indians, for their furrs and other peltry, as the market shall be at

Boston, according to their several qualities, by the latest advices that

they shall receive from the said officer, who shall send the prices to the

several truck-masters at least twice in a year ; viz^'^., every spring and
fall ; and the truck-masters ma}^ supply the Indians with rum in moder-
ate quantities, as the}' shall, in prudence, judge convenient and neces-

sary.

[Sect. 4.] And in case any of the truck-masters shall presume to sell Penalty for not

any goods at higher rates than they are set at b}' the governm[€'?j]t, or ° ^^^"^'^s t em.

shall charge to the governm[e?i]t more for any furrs or otlier goods
than they allowed the Indians therefor, such truck-masters, being con-

victed thereof, shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred pounds, and
shall thenceforth be altogether disabled to hold or exercise any office

within thisgovernm[e?t]t ; and the more effectually' to prevent or detect

any such pernicious practices, each and every truck-master, when and
so often as he shall settle and adjust his account with the said officer

appointed by this court for supplying the Indians, shall make oath be-

fore the said officer, who is hereby authorized and appointed to admin-
ister the same, in manner following ; viz'^'^,

—

You, A. B., do swear that the goods committed to you for the supply of Truck-masters

the Indians, have been sold at no higher rates than they were set at by the count orToath.
government, and that you have charged for the furrs and goods you have
made returns of, no more than you have paid the Indians for. So help you
God.

And for the better discovery of such ill-disposed persons, who,
th.Yo[^ugh^ greediness of filthy lucre, and regardless of the publick good,
shall privately sell or deliver any sort of strong drink to any Indian or

Indians, of which it is dithcult to obtain positive evidence, other than
the accusation of such Indian or Indians,

—

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 5.] That the accusation and affirmation of any Indian or Manner of

Indians, the accuser and accused being brought face to face at the time stiwig^irinkTcf

of trial, shall be accounted and held to be a legal conviction of the per- J'^*^

Indians by,„., ,,. T,..°. ^ the Indians'
sons accused of giving, sellmg, or delivermg wnie, rum or any other accusation.

strong drink or liquors to such Indian or Indians, unless the persons
accused shall acquit himself, upon oath, which the court, in all such
cases, are hereby impow[e]red to administer in the form following;
vizi^'^,

—

You, A. B., do swear that neither yourself, [»]or any other by your order, Persons may
general or particular assent, privity, knowledge or allowance, directly or in-

p^^^I^ by oath,
directly, did give, sell or deliver any wine, cyder, rum or other strong liquors

or drink, by what name or names soever called or known, unto the Indian
by whom and whereof you are now accused. So help you God.

And he it further enacted,

[Sect. 6.] That upon the complaint or information of an}' other per- Manner of pro.

son for the breach of this law, there being such circumstances as render ^^^<^'"s ^ case
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it highly probable, in the judgment of the justice before whom the trial

is, that the person complained of is guilt}- of the breach of the said act

;

then, and in every such case, unless the defendant shall acquit himself

upon oath, as aforesaid, to be administred to him by the justice before

whom the trial shall be, the same shall be accounted a legal conviction

of the defendant's giving, selling, or delivering of wine or other strong

liquors, of which he or they shall be accused, and he or they shall pay

and suffer the penalty already by this act provided ; but in case the de-

fendant shall acquit liimself upon oath, to be administred to him as

aforesaid, that then he shall recover against the complainant double his

cost occasioned by such prosecution.

Ayid be it further enacted,

[Sect. 7.] That upon the accusation of an Indian, or complaint of

any other person, to any of his mai[es]ty's justices of the peace within

this province, against any person for selling, giving or delivering any

wine, rum or other strong liquors, to any Indian, contrary to the true

intent and meaning of this act, the justice may tender to the person

accused or complained of, the afores[ai]d oath, unless- there be such

other circumstances concurring as render it highly probable, in the

opinion of the justice, that the person accused is guilty, which, if he re-

fuses to take, he shall bind him in a bond of recognizance, not exceed-

ing one hundred pounds, with sureties, to answer the same at the court

of general sessions of the peace next to be held in the county where the

offence is committed ; but if the person accused shall acquit himself

upon oath, as afores[ai]d, the justice shall dismiss the person, and

allow him double his cost, ag[ain]st the complainant, occasioned by
such prosecution.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 8.] That if any person or persons shall hereafter be convicted

of false swearing in any case in this act mentioned, he or they shall be

liable to the same pains and penalties as is already by law provided

ag[am]st wilful perjuiy.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 9.] That whoever shall hunt after or take any bever or other

furrs, on land lying to the northw[ar]d of any English settlem[en]ts,

and eastw[ar]d of Saco Truck-house, and be thereof convicted before

a justice of the peace, shall forfeit and pay the sum of forty shillings,

to be disposed of, one half to the informer, the other half to be paid to

the truckmaster-gencral for 'the relief of the widows and children of

such of the tribes of Indians as have usually traded at the truck-houses,

as this court shall order and direct.

[Sect. 10.] This act to continue and be in force for three years

from the publication thereof, and no longer. [Passed January 5 ;

published January 6, 1753.

CHAPTER 15.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT PASS'D THE THIRTEENTH YEAR OF
HIS PRESENT MAJESTY'S REIGN, [E][/]NTIT[U]LED "AN ACT FURTHER
TO EXEMPT PERSONS COMMONLY CALLED A[N}NABAPTISTS WITHIN
THIS PROVINCE FROM BEING TAXED FOR AND TOWARDS THE SUP-

PORT OF MINISTERS."

1740-41, chap. 6. Whereas, notwithstanding tiae provision already made by an act

made and pass'd in the thirteenth year of his present majesty's reign,

intit[u]led, "An Act further to exempt persons commonly called


