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Penalty for the
first offence;—

for the second
offence :

—

ill case of
negroes, In-
dians, or mulat-
toes.

Application of
fines.

Proviso.

Limitation.

hereb}'' impowered to hear and determine the same, he or they so of-

fending, shall, for every such offence, pay a fine not exceeding five

pounds, at the discretion of the court or justices before whom the con-

viction shall be, and costs of prosecution ; and if any person or per-

sons so convicted shall afterwards presume so to break, remove or

damnify' any such lamp or lamps, or extinguish the light thereof, and
be thereof convicted as aforesaid, he or they so offending, shall, for

ever}' such offence, pay a fine not exceeding ten pounds, at the discre-

tion of the justices or court before whom the conviction shall be, and
costs of prosecution ; and where any such offender shall not pa}' the

fine within six hours after sentence given therefor, the offender shall

be punished for such offence by being imprisoned not exceeding six

months : and in case the person committing the offence afores[ai]d be

a negro, Indian or molatto servant, such scrv[an]t, instead of his being

imprisoned, may, upon the first conviction, be jDublickly whipped, not

exceeding ten stripes, and upon a [2d] [^secondj or any after convic-

tion, not exceeding twenty stripes.

[Sect. 2.] And all such fines shall be applied in this manner;
namely, out of the same the owner or owners of such lamp or lamps
shall be paid the damages he or they have sustained by their lamps be-

ing so broken, removed or damnified ; and the residue shall be to him
or them that shall inform of any breach of this act, and prosecute the

same to effect.

Provided cdways,—
[Sect. 3.] That the owners of any lamps placed or set up as

aforesaid, may at any time take down or remove the same, or extin-

guish the light thereof, anything in this act notwithstanding.

[Sect. 4.] This act to continue and be in force five j-ears from the

publication thereof, and no longer. \_Passed January 5 ;
published

January 6, 1753.

CHAPTEK 17.

AN ACT FOR REVIVING AND CONTINUING OF SUNDRY LAWS THAT ARE
EXPIRED OR NEAR EXPIRING.

Expired acts
revived.

Taxing of un.
improved lands.

1745-46, chap. 9.

Nosset meadow.

1746-47, chap. 27.

Barnstable
meadow.
1746-47, chap. 28.

"Wild fowl.

1747-48, chap. 3.

Damage by fire,

1748-49, chap. 14,

Biddcford
meadows.
1748-49, chap. 18.

Whereas the several acts hereinafter mentioned, which are now ex-

pired, have been found useful and beneficial ; namel}', an act made in

the nineteenth year of his present majest^-'s reign, intitled " An Act to

subject the unimprov[e]'d lands within this province to be sold for pay-

ment of taxes, assessed on them by order of the great and general

court, and votes and agreements of the proprietors thereof," and two
other acts made in the twentieth year of said reign, one intitled " An
Act to prevent damage licing done unto Nosset Meadow b}' cattle and
horse-kind feeding on the beach adjoining thereto," the other intitled

" An Act to prevent Iho destruction of the meadow called Sandy-Neck
Meadow in Barnstable, and for the better preservation of the harbour

there "
; and one other act made in the twent3'-first j'ear of the said

reign, intitled " An Act to prevent the destruction of wild fowl " ; and
two other acts njade in the twenty-second year of said reign, one an
act intitled " An Act to prevent damage by fire in the towns of Boston
and Charlestown," the other intitled " An Act to prevent damage being

done on the beach in Biddeford and meadows adjoining to said beach,

commonly known by the name of Winter-Harbour Beach "
; and one

other act, made in the twenty-third year of the aforesaid reign, intitled
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" An Act for the punishing such offenders as shall be anyways con- Menacing

cerned in contriving, writing or sending any incendiary or menacing i'^'^'^'^-

letters in order to extort sums of money or other things of value from ^''*9-^<'» chap. t.

any of his majesty's good subjects,"

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Lieuttnant-Governour, Council and
House of Bepres[^entati']ves,

[Sect. 1.] That the said recited acts and all and every article, ah revived,

clause, matter and thing therein respectively contained, be and they
hereby are revived, and shall be in force from the publication of this

act until the twentj'-fifth day of March, which will be in the year of
our Lord one thousand seven hundred and sixt3'-one, and from thence
to the end of the then next session of the gen[e?'a]l court.

And whereas the several acts hereafter mentioned, which are near Acts near expir-

expiring, have also been found useful and beneficial ; namely, three *°^ continued.

acts made in the nineteenth * j'ear of his present majesty's reign, one Fences, &c.

intitled " An Act in further addition to an act for regulating of fences, i74o-4i,chap.i9.

^Q[a]»>
. another intitled "An Act in addition to the several laws of this Poor persons,

province relating to the supporting of poor and indigent persons "
; the

17^1^3' chl^'
22*

other intitled " An Act to prevent firing the woods "
; and two other

acts made in the twentj'-third year of the said reign, the one intitled

"An Act to prevent the unnecessary destruction of alewives in the
d'ddl^b^''*

town of Middleborough," the other intitled "An Act to prevent any 1749-50, chap.^12.

persons obstructing the fish in their passing up into Monatiquot River ^^^ in Mona.

within the town of Braintre[y][e]." 1749%, chap. 13.

Be it therefore farther enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That the said last-recited acts, and all and everj' matter ah continued,

and thing therein respectively contained, shall be and hereby are con-
tinued from the time limit [i]ed for their expiration unto the twenty-
fifth of March afores[ai]d, and from thence to the end of the next
session of the general court, and no longer. \^Passed January 5

;
pub-

lished January 6, 1753.

CHAPTEK 18.

AN ACT FOR FURTHER PREVENTING ALL RIOTOUS, TUMULTUOUS AND
DISORDERLY ASSEMBLIES OR COMPANIES OF PERSONS, AND FOR
PREVENTING BONFIRES IN ANY OF THE STREETS OR LANES WITHIN
ANY OF THE TOWNS OF THIS PROVINCE.

Whereas many and great disorders have of late yeai's been commit- Preamble,

ted b}' tumultuous companies of men, children and negroes, carr3-ing

about with them pageants and other shews through the streets and
lanes of the town of Boston, and other towns within this province,
abusing and insulting the inhabitants, and demanding and exacting
money by menaces and abusive language ; and besides the horrid pro-
faneness, impiety and other gross immoralities usually found in such
companies, a person has lately been killed when orderl}^ walking in the
streets of the town of Boston, by one or more belonging to such
tumultuous company ; and the aforesaid practices have been found by
experience to encourage and cultivate a mobbish temper and spirit in

mau}^ of the inhabitants, and an opposition to all government and
order,

—

* These acts were only revived and continued by 1745-46, chap. 17; but they were
passed as in the margin.


