
ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Boston,

ON the Thirtieth day of May, A. D. 1753.

CHAPTEE 1.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT, INTITLED " AN ACT DIRECTING HOW
MEETINGS OF PROPRIETORS OF LANDS LYING IN COMMON MAY BE
CALLED."

"Whereas there are sundry tracts of common and undivided lands in Preamble,

this province, Ij'ing within no township or precinct, which are owned by is Alien, 543.

considerable numbers of proprietors, and no effectual provision has as yet

been made by law, either for calling meetings of the proprietors of such

lands, or for the raising and collecting moneys granted for the common
good and service of such proprietors ; whereby the settlement and im-

provement of such lands have been much obstructed and delayed,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Lieute^iant-Govern^ou^r, Council and
House of Iiepr€sent\_ati'\ves,

[Sect. 1.] That whensoever five, where there are so many, or the Method of caii-

major part of the owners or proprietors of such common lands, where m|e'un|."^'°'*'

the number shall be less, shall judge it expedient to have a meeting of

the proprietors thereof, and shall thereupon, by writing, apply, by peti-

tion, to any justice of the peace for the county wherein such their lands

as aforesaid l[y][i]e, or to a justice of the peace thro' this province, to

call a meeting of any such proprietors as aforesaid, to be had at such

time and place, and on such occasions as shall be expressed in such

petition, such justice so applied unto, is hereby authorized and directed

to grant and issue out his warrant, directed to one of the proprietors

desiring such meeting, or to the clerk of such propriety, if there be one,

requiring him to notify and warn the other proprietors of such common
lands to meet and assemble together at the time and place appointed

therefor, as aforesaid ; which notice and warning shall be given by ad-

vertising the same, with the time, place and occasions of meeting, in

the several Boston weekly newspapers, forty days at least before the

da}' appointed for such meeting ; and such proprietors may, by them- Powers of the

selves or their lawful attorneys, at sucli meeting, ap[X)int such a method tn\hei°meet^^^

for calling their meetings, for the future, as they shall judge most con- ings-

venient, which shall always be under the same regulations as all other

proprietary meetings are ; and may chuse a clerk and such other officers

as are usually chosen by other proprieties, then, and from time to time,

as their occasions shall require ; and may transact and pass upon any

other matters and affairs for the benefit of such propriety, which the

proprietors of new townships or plantations granted by this govern-

m[e?i]t are by law enabled to do : provided, such matters be mentioned

in the notifications for such meetings; and such clerk, being du[e]ly
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sworn as tlie clerks of other proprieties, by law, ought to be, shall have
the like power with them.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That such proprietors, at anj" of their meetings, pursuant

to this act, may, by themselves or their lawful attorneys, grant and
order any suitable sum or sums of money to be raised and levied upon
their several rights in such lands equally and rateabl3% according to

their respective interests and shares therein, for bringing forward and
compleating the settlem[e?i]t of such common lands, and for the prose-

cution or defending any lawsuits for or against such proprietors, and
for carrying on and managing any other affairs for the common good of

such proprieties ; and eveiy such proprietor as shall neglect to pay to

the collector or treasurer or committee of such propriety, such sum or

sums of monej^ as shall, from time to time, be duly granted and voted

to be raised and levied upon his right and share in such lands, for the

space of six months to those who live in the province, and twelve months
to those who live out of the province, after such grant, and his propor-

tion thereof, shall be published in the several publick prints, as afore-

s[ai]d, then the committee of the proprietors of such common lands, or

the major part of such comm[i7^]ee, may and are hereby full}^ impowered,

from time to time, at a publick vendue, to sell and convey away so much
of such delinquent proprietor's right or share in said common lands, as

will be sufficient to pay and satisfy his tax or proportion of such grant,

and all reasonable charges attending such sale, to any person that will

give most for the same ; notice of such sale being given in the said prints

forty days at least beforehand, and may accordingly execute and give a

good deed or deeds of conveyance of the lands so sold, unto the pur-

chaser thereof, to hold in fee simple : provided, nevertheless, that the

proprietor or proprietors whose right or share in such lands shall be so

sold, shall have liberty to redeem the same in twelve months after said

sale, by paying the sum the land sold for, and charges, together with

the further sum of twelve pounds for each hundred pounds produced by
such sale ; and so pro rata for any less or greater sum. \_Passed June
19

;
published June 23.

CHAPTER 2.

AN ACT FOE, ERECTING THE TOWNSHIP OF NEW SALEM, SO CALLED,
IN THE COUNTY OF HAMPSHIRE, INTO A DISTRICT.

Be it enacted by the Lieut\enan'\t-Governour, Council and House of
Repres \_entati'] ves,

[Sect. 1.] That the s[ai]d township of New Salem, with the addi-

tional grant made to s[m]d township, be and hereby is erected into a

district by the name of New Salem ; and that the said district be and
Powers thereof, hereby is invested with all the privileges, powers and immunities that

towns in this province, by law, do or may enjo}', that of sending a rep-

resentative to the gen[e7"a]l assembly only excepted ; and the inhabi-

tants of said district shall have full power and right, from time to time,

until[l] the further order of this court, to jo[y][i]n with the town of

Sunderland in the choice of a representative ; and that the said district

shall, from time to time, pay their proportionable part of the expence

of such representative, according to their respective proportions of the

province tax ; and that the s[ai]d town of Sunderland, as often as they

shall call a meeting for the choice of a representative, shall give season-
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