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chusetts Bay, for his past services, and further to enable him to manage
the publick affairs of the province. [^Passed Jane 11*

;
puhlished June

23.

CHAPTER 8.

AN ACT FOR GRANTING THE SUM OF FIFTEEN HUNDRED POUNDS TO
ENCOURAGE THE MANUFACT[ORY][L^E] OF LINNEN.

Preamble.

Duty to be laid

upon coaches,
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Proviso.

Owners of
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S:c., to i,'ive In
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the town
treasurer.

Penalty for not
giving"account.

Whereas, through the great decay of trade and business, the num-
ber of poor is greatly increased, and the burthen of supporting them
lies heavy on many of the towns within this province, and many per-

sons, especially women and children, are destitute of employment, and
in danger of becoming a publick charge ; and whereas divers w-ell-dis-

posed persons have contributed, and continue to contiibute, sums of

money to encourage setting the poor to work in the several branches of

the linnen manufacture, which sums of money have been, and continue

to be, paid into the hands of Andrew Oliver, EsqM., Mr. Thomas
Greene, Thomas Hubbard, Esq['']., Mr. John Franklin, Mr. Middlecot

Cooke, Mr. Thomas Gunter, Mr. AVilliam Clarke, Mr. Sylvester Gardi-

ner, Mr. William Bowdoin, and Mr. Isaac Winslow, in order to be by
them applied to the purposes aforesaid ; therefore, further to encourage

the laudable design of the several contributors as aforesaid,

—

Be it enacted by the Lieut\_enan\t-Governour^ Council and House of
Iiepres\^entntf\ves,

[Sect. 1.] That there be and hereby is granted a tax or duty on
every coach, chariot, chaise, calash and chair, within this province, to

be paid by the owner thereof, annualh', during the term of five j'ears,

to commence the first of August next, excepting the governour, lieu-

t[ena»]t-governour, the president of Harvard College, and the settled

ministers thro' [ugh] the province ; viz^'L, on every coach, ten shillings
;

on every chariot, five shillings ; on eveiy chaise, throe shillings ; on
every calash, two shillings ; and on every chair, two shillings ; x>^'Ovided

always, that if any coach, chariot, chaise, calash or chair, shall not at

any time in any 3'ear daring the continuance of this act be actuall}'

used or improved, the tax for such year shall not be required or ac-

counted due.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That every person, inhabitant of or resident within this

province, who now is, or during the term of five j'ears afores[a?"]d,

shall be owner of any one or more coach, chariot, chaise, calash or

chair, be and hereby is required, every year during their being owners

of such coach, [chariot], chaise, calash or chair, and sometime before

the first of October in each .year, to exhibit and give in to the treasurer

of the town or district of which he shall be at such time an inhabitant

or resident, or where there shall be no treasurer, to the selectmen, a

true account or list of ever}' such coach, chariot, chaise, calash or

chair, and pay to said treasurer, or where there shall be no treasurer,

to the selectmen, the tax or duty by this act assessed or laid thereon,

on pain of forfeiting double the sum so assessed or laid, for each neg-

lect ; such forfeiture to be recovered by the afores[ai!']d Andrew Oliver,

Thomas Greene, Thomas Hubbard, John Franklin, Middlecot Cooke,

Thomas Gunter, William Clarke, Sylvester Gardiner, William Bowdoin
and Isaac Winslow, or the major part of them, before any justice of the

* Passed June 8, according to the record.
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peace in the county where any person or persons so neglecting shall

dwell or reside.

And be U further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the several town treasurers within this province, Towntreas-

or where there shall be no treasurer, the selectmen, be and hereby
"Jprtt'/accomit

are required to render an account to the afores[and Andrew Oliver, to the managers

Thomas Greene, Thomas Hubbard, John Franklin, Middlecot Coolie, manufacture.

Thomas Gunter, William Clarke, Sylvester Gardiner, William Bowdoin
and Isaac Winslow, or the major part of them, of the sums which shall

by such town treas[?M*e]rs or selectmen be received b}- v[i][(']rtue of

this act, and the names of the several persons who have paid the same,

and shall accordingly pay such sums annually on or before the first of

November every year, to the said And [?-e]w Oliver, Thomas Greene,

Tho[7«a]s Hubbard, John Franklin, Middlecot Cooke, Tho[7na]s Gun-
ter, William Clarke, Sylvester Gardiner, Will[ia]m Bowdoin and Isaac

Winslow, or the major part of them, or to such person or persons as

shall be from time to time by them or the major part of them deputed

or appointed : the said town treasurers or selectmen first deducting

five per cent for receiving and paying the same ; and the several mat-

ters and things required by this act to be performed and done by the

several town treasurers are hereb}' declared to be part of the ofTice and
trust of a town treasurer, or where there shall be no treas[?(re]r, of the

selectmen, to the faithful discharge whereof they are by law required

annually to be under oath.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That the several sums from time to time received by the The money
raised, to be

pro-said Andrew Oliver, Tho[??ia]s Greene, Tho[ma]s Hubbard, John apphedfor

Franklin, Middlecot Cooke, Tho[ma]s Gunter, Will[?a]m Clarke, Syl- aiding a house

Tester Gardiner, Will[m]m Bowdoin and Isaac Winslow, by virtue of linenmanufact-

this act, shall by them be applied to the purchasing a p[eij [/e]ce of "'^•

land, and building or purchasing a convenient house within the town
of Boston, for carrying on the business of spinning, weaving and
other necessary parts of the linnen manufacture, and to no other pur-

pose whatsoever; and the said And[re]w Oliver, Tho[?no]s Greene,

Tho[?na]s Hubbard, John Franklin, Middlecot[t] Cooke, Tho[7«a]s
Gunter, Will[/a]m Clarke, Sylvester Gardiner, Will[fa]rQ Bowdoin and
Isaac Winslow, shall annuall}' every year lay before the general court Managers to

or assembly of this province at their sessions in Ma^-, an account of "o^he'gen^eraf"'

the sums received by virtue of this act, and how the same have been court.

disburs[p]'(l or applied ; and they shall be held at all times during their

improvem[^?i]t of the afores[aQd house and land, to cause to be in-

structed in the manufacture afores[ai']d, free of any expence for such

instruction, at least one person from every town in this province which
shall see cause to send one for that purpose ; and the said house and
land shall be employed for the purposes afores[ai]d during the pleasure

of the general court aforesaid, and no longer.

Provided cdivays, and it is accordingly to be understood,—
[Sect. 5.] That if at the expiration of any year before the fifth Proviso,

year the tax or dut}" hy this act laid, shall have amounted to the sum
of fifteen hundred pounds, the said tax or duty shall thenceforward

determine and cease ; and in case there shall at any time have been
received by the said And [re]w Oliver, Tho[wa]s Greene, Tho[77?a]s

Hubbard, John Franklin, Middlecot[t] Cooke, Tho[?)ia]s Gunter,

Will [/a]m Clarke, Sylvester Gardiner, Will[ia]m Bowdoin and Isaac

Winslow, a greater sum than fifteen hundred pounds, the overplus shall

by them be paid into the publick treasur}'.

Avd be it further enacted,

TSect, G.l That if it shall appear, at the expiration of the five vcars Further pro.
•- - 1 I ' i. ^

vision in case of
oa deficiency.
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in this act mentioned, that the afores[a(']d tax or duty shall not have
amounted to the sum of fifteen hundred pounds, further provision shall

be made by the general court for compleating the said sura of fifteen

hundred pounds, and api)lyiug it to the purposes aforesaid. [Passed
June 15

;
published June 23.

CHAPTER 9.

AN ACT TO PREVENT FIRING THE WOODS.

Preamble.
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"Whereas it is found by experience, that the burning of the woods
does greatly impoverish lands, prevent the growth of wood, and destroy
much fence, to the great detrim[e7i]t of the owners ; for the prevention
whereof for the future,

—

Be it enacted by the Lieut[_enan']t-Governo[xi']r, Council and House of
Bepresent\_atiji'es,

[Sect. 1.] That from and after the publication of this act, no per-

son or persons shall wittingly and willingly set fire in any woods or

land lying in common within the bounds of any town, without leave

first had from the town or proprietors, respectively, owners of such land
l3'ing in common, by a major vote, at a meeting for that purpose ap-

pointed, under the penalty of forty shillings, to be recovered by action

or information before any justice of the peace in the count}' where the

offence is committed, such penaUy to be for the use of the person or

persons who shall prosecute or sue for the same ; and the party offend-

ing shall be further liable to the action of the town, proprietors or par-

ticular persons damnified by such fire. And in case such fire shall be
set or kindled b}' any person under age, such penalty shall be recovered

of the parent or master, respectively, of such person under age, unless

it shall appear such person under age was employed or directed by some
person other than the parent or master, in which case, the person so

employing or directing, shall be liable thereunto.

And be it further enacted^

[Sect. 2.] That it shall and may be lawful for any town or proprie-

tors of anv such lands as afores[o^"]d, to give order for the setting fire in

the lands to them respectively belonging, and to chuse two or more per-

sons for that service, who shall appoint times for that i)urpose, and give

seasonable notice thereof in the town where such lands ][y] ['']^» ^"^^ to

the selectmen of such adjacent town near the borders whereuf the woods
may be that are to be set on fire, as aforesaid.

And inasmuch as it is ofttimes impossible to prove such facts by
direct testimonies,

—

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That upon process brought for setting fire, as aforesaid,

where proof cannot be made in the ordinaiy method and course of the

law, if the plaintiflT, complainant, or other credible person, shall swear

that fire has been kindled as is declared in the writ[t], and there does

appear such circumstances as shall render it highly probable, in the

judgment of the court or justice before whom the trial is, that the fire

was kindled b}' the defendant, his child or servant, or by some other

child or person under the age of fourteen years, directed or employed
by the defendant for that purpose, then, and in such case, unless the

person charged, being of the age of fourteen years or upwards, will

acquit himself upon oath, administred to him by the court or justice be-

fore whom the trial is, the plaintiff or complainant shall recover against


