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CHAPTEE 13.

AN ACT TO' APPOINT COMMISSIONERS TO EXAMINE INTO THE BOUND-
ARY-LINE OR LINES BETWEEN THIS GOVERNMENT AND NEW YORK,
AND TO TREAT WITH THE COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED'BY THE COL-

ONY OF NEW Y'ORK RESPECTING THE SAME.

Whereas disputes of late have arisen with respect to the right of soil Preamble.

and jurisdiction of the lands which lie west of and near to the towns of

Sheflield and Stockbridge, and encroachments have been made upon the

lands of this province,

—

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and House of Representatives, Commissioners

That Samuel Welles, Esq., John Chandler, Esq., Thomas Hutchin- seuiTthebound-

son, Esq., James Otis, Esq., and Oliver Partridge, Esq., be and hereby aiy ^itiiXew

-i-j •
4.

• -i 4.U u 1 T , -^ ^ ork govern.
are appointed commissioners to examine into the boundary lines be- ment.

tween this province and New York ; and they are hereby authorized

and directed to repair to the town of Middleton, in the colony of Con-
necticut, upon the fifteenth day of November next, then and there to

meet with commissioners appointed by the government of Nfew York
for the same purpose, or to meet at such other time or at such other

place in said colony as shall be mutually agreed upon between the com-
missioners aforesaid ; and the said Samuel Welles, Esq., John Chand-
ler, Esq., Thomas Hutchinson, Esq., James Otis, Esq., and Oliver Part-

ridge, Esq., or the major part of them, are hereby fully authorized and
impowred to treat with the said commissioners from New York, and to

receive such proposals as they shall make for settling the said boundary-
line, as likewise to pursue all such steps and methods, and to make such

other proposals to the said commissioners from New York, as to them,
the said Samuel Welles, John Chandler, Thomas Hutchinson, James
Otis and Oliver Partridge, or the major part of them, shall seem most
advisable, in order to procure a speedy and legal settlement of the

boundary aforesaid : provided, ahvays, that no such proposed settlement Proviso,

shall actually be made by the said commissioners, but the same shall be
reported by them to the general assembl}^ of this province. [^Passed

/September 13
;
published September 22.

CHAPTER 14.

AN ACT TO IMPOWER THE PROPRIETORS OF THE MEETING-HOUSE IN
THE FIRST PARISH IN SALEM, WHERE THE REVEREND MR. DUDLEY
LEAVITT NOW OFFICIATES, TO RAISE MONEY TO DEFREY MINISTE-
RIAL AND OTHER NECESSARY CHARGES.

Whereas the raising of monej' for defreying ministerial charges, in Preamble.

the First Parish in Salem, by an assessment or tax on polls and estates

in said parish, is, under its present circumstances, attended with many
difficulties and inconveniences,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Governour, Council and House of Repre-
sentatives,

[Sect. 1.] That the proprietors of the meeting-house in said First Proprietors of

Parish in Salem, in which the Reverend Mr. Dudley Leavitt officiates, Lcaviu's'mcct-

be and hereby are alloAved and impowred to raise, by an assessment or ing-house to lay

tax on the pews in said meeting-house, such sum or sums as shall be &^?
onpe^s.
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Pews to be
valued and
assessed.

agreed upon by the proprietors, or the major part of such of them as

shall be assembled at any legal meeting called for that purpose, for the

defreying the ministerial and other incidental charges ; the first meeting
of such proprietors to be called agreable to the direction of the act

made and passed in the eighth and ninth years of his present majesty's

1735.36, chap. 5, rclgu, lutitlcd " An Act directing how meetings of proprietors in
^^" wharves or other real estates besides lands may be called."

And to the intent that such tax or assessment may be equitably made
and duly collected,

—

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That the proprietors of the said meeting-house be, and
hereby are, impowred to cause the pews in the said meeting-house to be

valued according to the convenience of said pews and their scituation,

and to put a new estimate on the pews, from time to time, as shall be

found necessary, and to determine how much each pew, or part of a pew,

shall pay towards defreying the charges aforesaid, and the time and
Collectors to be manner in which the same shall be paid ; and appoint a collector or col-
appointed.

lectors to collcct the sum or sums so agreed to be rais'd, who shall be

sworn to the faithful discharge of his or their said trust ; and if any

proprietor or owner of a pew in the said meeting-house shall neglect or

refuse to pay the sum or sums assessed thereon, after having twenty

days' notice thereof given him by the collector or collectors, the propri-

etors of the said meeting-house shall be, and hereby are, impowred, by
Pews to be sold, thcmsclves or by their committee, to sell or dispose of the pew of such
in case.

delinquent, according to the valuation thereof as aforesaid, and, with

the money rais'd by such sale, to pay the assessment or tax on said pew
remaining unpaid, together with the charges arising on the sale ; the

overplus, if any there be, to be returned to the owner thereof.

Provided, nevertheless,—
[Sect. 3.] That when the owner of any pew shall make a tender of

the same to the proprietors, or to their committee, at the valuation

aforesaid, and they shall refuse or neglect to accept the same, no sum
shall be deducted out of the sale of said pew but such only as shall

have become due before the making of such tender.

[Sect. 4.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of

three years from the publication of the same, and no longer. \_Passed

September 14
;
published September 22.

Limitation.

CHAPTER 15.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT INTITLED " AN ACT FOR ENCOUR-
AGING THE KILLING OF WOLVES, BEARS, WILDCATS AND CATA-

MOUNTS WITHIN THIS PROVINCE."

Preamble. Whereas the number of wolves and other beasts of prey are very
1745-46, chap. 5. jm^c^j incrcascd in many parts of this province, and the encouragement
i7oo-oi, chap. 4. .^^ ^y -^^^ ^Q^, (destroying them has failed of answering the proposed

design,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Governour, Council and House of Repre-

sentatives,
Premium for [Sect. 1.] That, fot the futuTC, whosocvcr shall, duriug the contiu-

ca'tamortsiand uaucc of tlils act, kill any wolves, catamounts or wildcat[i]s within this

wildcats. province, they shall be intitled to the following premiums out of the

publick treasury ; that is to say, for every such grown wolf of one year

old, four pounds ; for every wolf's whelp, under one year old and not


