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ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Boston,

ON THE Fourth day of December, A. D. 1753.

CHAPTEK 16.

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE WILLIAM STARKEY AND OTHERS, BY THE
NAME OF THE MARINE SOCIETY.

Preamble. Whereas a considerable number of persons that are or have been
masters of vessel [l]s, have for many years past associated themselves in

the town of Boston ; and the principal ends of said society are to im-

prove the knowledge of this coast, by their several members', upon their

arrival from sea, communicating their' observations, inwards and out-

wards, of the variation of the needle, the sounding^, courses [and]

distances, and all other remarkable things about it, in writing, to be
lodged with the societ}' ; to make the navigation more safe, and to re-

l[ei][ie]ve one another and their families in povert}', or other accidents

in life which they are more particularly liable to ; and for this end they

have rais[e]'d a considerable common stock, out of which they have
from time to time contributed largely to the aforesaid purposes ; and
finding themselves under difficulties and discouragements in preserving

the designs of their institution [s] without an incorporation, have, by
their committee, petitioned to this court to be incorporated for the afore-

said purposes ; and tvJiereas their intention appears laudable and de-

serving encouragement,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Governour^ Council and House of Rep'
resentatives,

Names of the [Sect. 1.] That William Starkey, Edward Cahill, Isaac Freeman,

Marinrsodety! Richard I-Iumphr[e]ys, Edward Fryer, Moses Bennet, Jonathan Clarke,

John Cullom, Joseph Prince, John Graham, Abraham Eemmick, James
Collingwood, John Church, Malachia Salter, John Cowley, John Jones,

William Ellery, Adam McNeal[e], Thomas Oliver, Joshua Loring,

Richard Wait, Nathaniel Howland, Francis Wells, Esq'^'^., Abraham
Hammett, Francis Ingraham, Samuel Coverly, William Sharrad, Roger
Passmore, Mat[i]hew West, Thomas Allison, William Orne, James
Hodges, Jonathan Bennet, Jonathan Fuller, Jeremiah Rogers, William
Hutchinson, Benjamin Hallowell, Jun^^"^^., Joseph Inches, James Gould,
Simon Tufts, Samuel Tufts, Giles Tidmarsh, Lewis Turner, Samuel
Wells, William Ward, Daniel McCarty, Job Prince, James Hatch,

Waffe Rand, Charles Giles, Peter Oliver, William Rhodes, David
Baschard, William Eggleston, George Briggs, John Bradford, John
Cathcart, Christopher Gardner, Henry Aitkon, James Clarke, Joseph
Dummet, Thomas Auston, James Belson, William Gowen, Nehemiah
Robbins, Henry Bethune, James Clouston, Jonathan Waldo, William

Coffin, Andrew Craige ; Samuel Gallop, Nathanael Patten, Richard

Mower, Jonathan Snelling, Philip Lewis, William Bathaw, James
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Kirkwood, "William Gorden, Thomas Mitchell, Thomas Potts, John
Phillips, John Simpson, Jun^., Abraham Francis, Patrick James,
Nathanael Williams, Thomas Adams, John GafFuey, Edward Emerson,
Joseph Trout, the members of said society, be incorporated and made
a body politick for the aforesaid purposes, by the name of the " Marine
Society, at Boston, in New England" ; and that they, their associates Marine Society

and successors, have perpetual succession by said name ; and have a p"oi^'ted!"

"^'^'^'^"

power of making by-laws, for the preservation and advancement of said

body, not repugnant to the laws of the government, with penalties

either of disfranchisement from said societj-, or of a mulct not exceeding

twenty shillings, or without penalties, as it shall seem most meet ; and
have licence to make and appoint their common seal ; and be liable to

be sued, and enabled to sue, and make purchases, and take donations

of real and personal estates, for the purposes aforesaid, not exceeding

the sum of five hundred pounds per annum, and to manage and dispose

said estate as shall seem fit : and said society shall have a master,

deputy master, treasurer and clerk, and other oflScers they shall think

proper.

And be it further enacted.,

[Sect. 2.] That the said Marine Society shall, on the first, second, Regulation of

third and fourth Tuesdays of February next, assemble to appoint their ^^'"^ meetings.

first master, deputy master, treasurer and clerk, and other officers they

shall think proper, and their seal, and make by-laws ; and said officers

shall continue till the first Tuesday in November next, on which day
the said Marine Society shall meet, and annually, afterwards, on said day
of the month of November, at Boston, to chuse a master, deputy master,

treasurer and cferk, and other officers they shall think proper, and to

make, alter and annul their by-laws ; and if, by reason of any emergency, Matters to be

the business of said annual assembly cannot be compleated on the said
acted."^

''^^"^'

day, they may adjourn, once, to a short day, to finish it, and no more

;

and said society shall meet at said Boston on the first Tuesday of every

month for all other business ; and whenever any of the officers of said

society shall die, or be disabled or remove out of the government, others

shall be appointed or elected in their room at the next meeting : and
all instruments which said society shall lawfully make shall, when in

the name of said societ}', and pursuant to the votes thereof, and signed

and delivered by the master, deputy master, treasurer and clerk, and
such other officers and persons as the said society shall appoint, and
sealed with their common seal, bind said society and be valid in law.

And the commander-in-chief of this province is hereby authorized to give The governor

a charter of incorporation, under the province seal, to the aforenamed |?ln'tldbarter.

persons and their associates accordingly. \_Passed January 25, 1754.

CHAPTER 17.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT [I][£]NTITLED "AN ACT IMPOWERING
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE TO DECIDE DIFFERENCES NOT EXCEEDING
FORTY SHILLINGS."

"Whereas, in and by an act made and passed in the ninth year of his Preamble.

late majesty King William the Third, impowering justices of the peace i697, chap. s.

to decide differences not exceeding forty shillings, it is, among other

things, provided, that all justices shall keep fair records of all their pro-

ceedings, from time to time ; but no provision is therein made, in case

of a justice's death, for executing a judgment, given and recorded by
him, which remains unsatisfied at the time of his decease,

—


