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And in order to enable the treasurer effectually to discharge the

receipts and obligations by him given in pursuance of this act,

—

Be it enacted,

[Sect. 6.] That there be and hereby is granted unto his most excel- Tax of £5,000

lent majesty a tax of five thousand pounds, to be levied on polls, and s'^'U^^^-

estates real and personal, within this province, according to such rules

and in such proportion on the several towns and districts within the

same, as shall be agreed on and ordered by the general court of this

province at their session in May, one thousand seven hundred and fifty-

four ; which sum shall be paid into the treasury on or before the thirty-

first day of March next after.

And as an additional fund and security for drawing the said sum of

five thousand pounds into the treasury again,

—

Be it enacted,

[Sect. 7.] That the duty of impost, for the year one thousand Fund.

seven hundred and fifty-four, shall be applied towards discharging said

receipts and obligations.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 8.] That in case the general court shall not at their session Rule for appor.

in May, and before the twentieth day of June, one thousand seven hun- iJ^casf no'^tax^

dred and fifty-four, agree and conclude upon an act apportioning the act shall be

sum which b}' this act is engaged to be, in said year, apportioned, as-
^^'^^^

sessed and levied, that then, and in such case, each town and district

within this province shall pay, b\' a tax to be levied on the polls, and
estates both real and personal, within their districts, the same propor-

tion of the said sum as the said towns and districts were taxed by the

general court in the tax act then last preceeding : saving what relates

to the pay of the representatives, which shall be assessed on the sev-

eral towns they represent ; and the province treasurer is hereby fully

impowred and directed, some time in the month of June, one thousand
seven hundred and fifty-four, to issue and send forth his warrants,

directed to the selectmen or assessors of each town and district within

this province, requiring them to assess the polls, fwid estates both real

and personal, within their several towns and districts, for their respect-

ive part and proportion of the sum before directed and engaged to be
assessed, and also for the fines upon the several towns for not sending
a representative ; and the assessors, as also persons assessed, shall

observe, be governed by and subject to all such rules and directions as

have been given in the last preceeding tax act. \^Passed January 25
;

published January 26, 1754.

CHAPTER 27.

AN ACT TO ENABLE THE PROPRIETORS OF STOW, IN THE COUNTY OF
MIDDLESEX, SO OFTEN AS IT SHALL BE THOUGHT NECESSARY FOR
THEM, TO RAISE MONEY FOR THE USE OF SAID PROPRIETORS; AND
TO TAX AND ASSESS THE ORIGINAL PROPRIETORS OF SAID TOWN,
AND THEIR HEIRS, IN EQUAL PROPORTION TO THEIR INTEREST
WHEN THE FIRST LO[T]TS WERE DIVIDED AND DRAWN.

"Whereas the proprietors of the town of Stow, in the county of Preamble.

Middlesex, have long since divided almost all the common lands
formerl}' belonging to the said proprietors, into severalty, and looked
upon themselves, in a manner, divested of being any longer a propriet}'

;

and whereas, of late, there hath been a dispute, between the proprietors
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of Littleton, in the same county, and sundry persons that held lands
under and by grants from the proprietors of Stow aforesaid, relating to
the boundary line between the said proprietors of Stow and the pro-
prietors of Littleton aforesaid, by reason whereof it is become abso-
lutely necessary for the j^roprietors of Stow aforesaid to raise money
and assess the an[t][c]ient proprietors of Stow,

—

Be it therefore enacted hy the Governoui\ Council and House of
Bepresent[citi^ves^

[Sect. 1.] That John Whitman, Esq"., issue his warrant, directed
to any one of the proprietors of Stow aforesaid, requiring him to warn
a meeting of the proprietors of Stow aforesaid, to meet at a certain
time and place, in said Stow, as shall be therein appointed, in which
all such rules and orders as to the warning and posting the same shall
be observed as is usual for the warning of any other proprietors' meet-
ing within this province ; in which warrant notice shall be given for the
chusing a moderator, as usual, a proprietors' clerk, treasurer, assessors,
and collectors, for said proprietors, and also for the chusing a commit-
tee to call meetings for the said proprietors, for the future, and for the
granting and raising such sum and sums as shall, by the major vote of
said proprietors, be thought necessar}' for the use of said proprietors

;

in which meeting all the original proprietors of Stow afores[«i]d, that
drew lot[t]s in the first division of said common lands in Stow afore-
said, or tiieir heirs, shall be allowed to vote according to the interest
the}^ rcspectivel}^ had at the time when the first division of said com-
mon lands were made ; and in making of said assessment of anj'' sum
or sums of money for the use of said proprietors, the same shall be
assessed on such of the original proprietors of said Stow, their and
each of their heirs, in equal proportion, according to the interest they
or their predecessors had at the time of the first division of said lot[t]s
being made and drawn as aforesaid ; and any such tax or assessment
being made as aforesaid, and committed to the collector or collectors
that shall be then chosen, having duly taken the oaths that such officers

are required by the.laws of this province to take, shall have full power
to levy and collect the same, in as full and ample a manner as the col-

lectors of any town, district or parish in this province have in the
gathering and collecting of anj' town, district or parish taxes.
And be it further enacted^

[Sect. 2.] That the clerk of said proprietors that shall be chosen
at the meeting aforesaid, from time to time, and at all times, as often
as there shall be occasion and he shall receive orders from the commit-
tee of said proprietors, or the major part of them, shall issue his war-
rant to some [one] of the proprietors of Stow aforesaid, requiring him
to warn a meeting of the proprietors afores[az]d,to meet in Stow afore-

said, for the transacting of such business relating to the affairs of said
proprietors as shall be thought needful, according to the usual customs
of other proprietors within this province ; and that they shall have
power, from time to time, as they shall see meet, to grant and raise

money for the use of the proprietors aforesaid, and to assess the same
upon the original proprietors that drew the original lot[t]s in their first

division afores[ai]d, if living ; and if any of them be dead, then such
deceased ['s] proprietor's proportion of such moneys shall be assessed
on their heirs enjoying an}^ estate from their said ancestors, and that in

proportion to their respective shares therein : saving onl}^ that if an}'

of said original proprietors shall have conveyed, by deed of release, his

share in said propriety to any other person, and so has no interest

depending on the afores[aif]d dispute, such proprietor's proportion of

such assessment as shall be made by virtue of this act shall be assessed

on the present owner of such proprietor's share therein, who shall be
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obliged to pay the same to the collector or collectors of said proprie-

tors, who are hereby impow[e]red aud required to levy and collect the

same.
[Sect. 3.] This act to remain and be in force for the space of five

years from the publication thereof, and no longer. [^Passed January
25

;
published January 26, 1754.

CHAPTER 28.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT ENTITLED "AN ACT TO ENABLE
CREDITORS TO RECEIVE THEIR JUST DEBTS OUT OF THE EFFECTS
OF THEIR ABSENT OR ABSCONDING DEBTORS."

Whereas in and by an act intitled " An Act to enable creditors to Preamble.

receive their just debts out of the effects of their absent or absconding i738-39,chap.i5.

debtors," which act, in the twentj'-first year of his present majesty's ^'*^-*^> '^^'^p- ^^

reign, was revived and continued in force for the term of ten years,

provision was intended to be made for the recover}' of any sums that

may be justly due to any person, out of the goods, effects or credits of

any absent or absconding person or persons, that may be in the hands

of any attorney, factor, agent or trustee, and not exposed to view ; and
some doubts have arisen how far the remedy provided b}' the said act,

according to the true intent thereof, does extend, and in what actions

and demands plaintiffs or complainants may recover and receive their

dues and damages which they are intitled to, from absent or absconding
persons in manner as in and by said act is provided,

—

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and House of Representatives^

That the remedy provided in and by said act was intended, and shall Species of

be construed and understood, to extend to all actions of debt, detinue, creditors may

account, and covenant, and to all actions upon the case, in trover, debt^outof the

indebitafis assumpsit, and express contract ; and that all persons intitled estate of absent

to either of said actions against any such absent or absconding person, debtors?""
'°^

are creditors within the true intent and meaning of said act, and
intitled to any method of relief in and by said act given to creditors.

[_Passed January 25
;
published January 26, 1754.

CHAPTER 29.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO THE SEVERAL LAWS OF THIS GOVERNMENT •

MADE FOR THE REGULATING GENERAL FIELDS.

"Whereas, by law, the fence-viewers chosen in the several towns within Preamble.

this province are obliged to view defective and insufficient fence, in case 1741-42, chap. 3.

complaint be made to them, and the person complaining pay them three

shillings per diem, and for a less time sixpence an hour, and, upon the

fence-viewer's finding the fence defective, he is obliged to noti('[ie][?/]

the owner thereof, who hath six days by law allowed him to repair the

same ; which, if he sufficiently repair within said term, the complainant,

who hath paid the fence-viewer[s] for viewing the same, cannot recover

the money by him so paid ; for remedy whereof,

—
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