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Square ; said tree being a boundary between the townships of Brook-
field and Western ; and that the lands 13'iug in the said town of Brook-
field (and not included in the second precinct) , westward of the above
dividing line, be and hereb}' are made a precinct by the name of The
First Precinct in the Town of Brookficld ; and that the inhabitants of

said lands westward of the said dividing line above described, be and
hereb}' are invested with all the powers and privile[c?]ges, and subjected

to all the duties, that precincts in this province by law are invested

with and subjected to ; and that the lands lying in the said town of Bouncis of the

Brookficld (and not included in the second precinct), eastward of the
tbird precmct.

above dividing line, be and hereby are made a seperate precinct by the

name of The Third Precinct in the Town of Brookficld ; and that the

inhabitants of the said lands eastward of the said dividing line above
described, be and hereby are invested with all the powers and privi-

le[d]ges, and subjected to all the duties, that precincts in this province

by law are invested with and subjected to.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That all the inhabitants of the lands which by this act inhabitants of

are made the first precinct, and all the inhabitants of those lands w'hich sccon'^fpiecincts

by this act are annexed to the said second iDrccinct, be and hereby are fxtniptcd from

and shall forever hereafter be exempted from paying or contributing the new meet-

any part towards the charges and debts that have already arisen or c"fcw?''
'^*^'^

may hereafter arise by reason of the building the new meeting-house,
which has lately been erected in said town on the lands by this act made
the third precinct in said town, any of the votes of the late first pre-

cinct notwithstanding ; and that all the materials of the old meeting-
house, which "was lately standing in said town, now taken down, be
equally divided between the said three precincts ; and that all the min-
isterial revenues arising from all and any lands lying in any part of
the said town of Brookficld heretofore sequestred to the use of the

ministry in said town, shall be alwaj's hereafter equall}' divided between
the said three precincts ; and that the charge of the committee who
were appointed hy this court in April, one thousand seven hundred and
[fifty] [sza;^?/]-four, to view the said town, be born and paid b}' the in-

habitants of said town. [^Passed November 8,* 1754; published JaTi-

uary 23, 1755.

CHAPTEK 14.

AN ACT FOR SETTING OFF THE INHABITANTS, AS ALSO THE ESTATES,
OF THE WESTERLY PART OF OXFORD INTO A SEPERATE DISTRICT,
BY THE NAME OF CHARLTON.

Be it enacted by the Governoiir, Council and House of Representatives,

[Sect. 1.] That the inhabitants, with their lands, on the westerly Bounds of

part of Oxford, beginning on the south side of Oxford, one mile west ^.^cu^'°°
^^

of the Village line, so called, thence running north, paralel with said
Village line to Oxford north line, be and hereby is set off and erected
into a seperate district, by the name of Charlton ; and that said dis-

trict be invested with all the powers, priviledges and immunities that
towns in this province by law do or ma}^ enjoj^ that of sending a i-ep-

reseutative to the general assembly only excepted ; and that the inhab-
itants of said district shall have full power and right, from time to
time, to join with the said town of Oxford in the choice of a represent-
ative or representatives, who may be chosen either in the town or dis-

trict, in which choice they shall enjoy all the priviledges which by law
they would have been intitled to if this act had not been made.

November 7, according to the record.
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Proviso.

Moses Marcy,
Esq., to issue
his warrants.

Provided, nevertheless,—
And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That the said district shall pa}^ their proportion of all

town, county and province taxes alread}? set on, or granted to be raised
b}^ said town as if this act had not been made.
And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That Moses Marcy, Esq., be and hereb}'- is impowered
to issue his warrants, directed to some principal inhabitant in said dis-

trict, requiring him to notify and warn the inhabitants of said district,

qualified by law to vote in town affairs, to meet at such time and place
as shall be therein set forth, to chuse all such officers as shall be neces-
sary to manage the affairs of said district. [Passed November 21.

CHAPTER 15.

AN ACT DECLARING IN WHAT MANNER THE DECREES AND ORDERS
OF THE GOVERNOUR AND COUNCIL, IN CONTROVERSIES CONCERN-
ING MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE, SHALL BE CARRIED INTO EXECUTION.

Preamble. Whereas in and by an act of this province, made and pass'd in the
1692-3, chap. 25, fourth 3'car of the reign of King William and Queen Marj^ it is among

other things enacted and declared, that all controversies concerning
marriage and divorce shall be heard and determined by the governour
and council, but no express provision has been made by the laws of
this province for carrying the decrees and orders of the governour and
council in such cases into execution,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Governour, Council and House of Rep-
resent[ati']ves,

That if any person shall refuse or neglect to observe and conform to

any legal decree or order, whether interlocutory or final, made, or that
go\fcrnor and shall hereafter be made, by the governour and council in any contro-
mcil liable to ' ./ o .'

be imprisoned, vcrsj^ Concerning marriage and divorce, every such person shall be and
is hereby declared liable to suffer the pains of imprisonment ; and it

shall and may be lawful for the secretary of the province to issue a
warrant, under his hand and seal, by order of the governour and coun-

cil, directed to any sheriff or his deputy, requiring him forthwith to

arrest the body of such person so refusing or neglecting, and him to

commit unto his majest3''s goal, there to remain without bail or main-
prize, until [1] he shall comply with such decree or order made as afore-

said. [Passed January 8
;
published January 13, 1755.
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CHAPTER 16.

AN ACT FOR GRANTING UNTO HIS MAJESTY AN EXCISE UPON SPIRITS
DISTILLED AND WINE, AND UPON LIMES, LEMMONS AND ORANGES.

Preamble. We, his majesty's most lo^'al and dutiful subjects, the representatives

of the province of the Massachusetts Ba}-, in general court assembled,

being desirous to lessen the present debt of the province, have chear-

full}^ and unanimously granted, and do hereby give and grant unto his

most excellent majesty, for the ends and uses above mentioned, and for

no other uses, an excise upon all rum and other spirits distilled, and


