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passed in the twenty-seventh year of his present majesty's reign, [e][i]n-

titlecl " An Act for lev[e]ying of so[u]l(liers, and to prevent so[u]ldiers 1753.54, chap. 4i.

and seamen in his majesty's service from being arrested for debt."

[^Passed and published September 8.

CHAPTEE 13.

AN ACT FOR SUPPLYING THE TREASURY AVITH THE SUM OF SIXTEEN
THOUSAND POUNDS, FOR DISCHARGING THE PUBLICK DEBTS, AND
FOR DRAWING THE SAME INTO THE TREASURY.

Whereas the provision heretofore made by this court is insufficient Preamble.

to discharge the debts that now are or may become due for the expedi-

tion against Crown Point ; and whereas there are and will be several

demands upon the treasury which do and will require speedy payment

;

therefore,

—

Be it enacted by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council and House of Rep-
resentatives,

[Sect. 1.] That the treasurer of the province be and hereby is Treasurer em-

impowered and directed to borrow from such person or persons as shall row £i6,ooo.
°'

be willing to lend the same, a sum not exceeding the sum of sixteen

thousand pounds in mill'd dollars, at six shillings each, or in other silver

at six shillings and eightpence per ounce, for a term not exceeding
eight months ; and the sum so borrowed shall be applied in manner as

in this act is directed : and for every sum so borrowed, the treasurer

shall give a receipt and obligation (but for no sum less than six pounds)
in form following :

—

Province of the Massachusetts Bay, day of , 1755. Form of treas-

Received of the sum of , for the use and service of
'^''^^'^ receipt.

the province of the Massachusetts Bay, and, in behalf of said province, I do
hereby promise and oblige myself and successors in the ofiice of treasurer
to repay the said or order, the day of 1756, the afore-

said sum of , in coined silver of sterling alloy, at six shillings and eight-

pence per ounce, or Spanish mill'd dollars, at six shillings each, with interest

at the rate of six per cent per annum.
Witness my hand, A. B., Treasurer.

And whereas it ma}^ happen that some of the persons who have done
service for this government, and for the paj-ment of which the sum
raised by this act is intended, may be willing to lend the sum due to

them, on interest, and take the treasurer's notes for the money so lent,

—

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That when and so often as any person or persons who Treasurer to

shall have a warrant on the treasury paj-able out of the appropriation warrants!'
''^

mentioned in this act, and shall bring such warrant to the treasurer,

expressing his willingness to lend the sum mentioned in said warrant to

the government, the treasurer, in such case, shall give out his notes
therefor in like manner as if the same sum had been brought to him in

dollars or other silver, and shall charge this appropriation with the pay-
ment thereof, until [1] such appropriation shall be exhausted.
And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That any warrants which may have been given by the Fornrer war-

governour and council, and were payable out of any exhausted appro- baimwi'a'^pro.

priations in any former acts for supplying the treasury, shall be paid, piiat'ons, to be

respectively, out of the appropriation for the like purpose in this act. ^^'
'
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Baid £16,000 to
be applied for
Crown-Point
expedition.

Tax of £18,000
granted on polls
and estates.

And be it farther enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That the aforesaid sum of sixteen thousand pounds, when
received into the treasur}^ shall be issued out and applied for the ser-

vice of the expedition against Crown Point, and for no other purpose
whatsoever.

And in order to draw the money into the treasury again, and enable
the treasurer effectually to discharge the receipts and obligations (with

. the interest that may be due thereon), by him given in pursuance of this

act,

—

Be it enacted,

[Sect. 5.] That there be and hereby" is granted to his most excel-

lent majesty a tax of eighteen thousand pounds, to be levied on polls,

and estates real and personal, within this province, according to such
rules and in such proportion on the several towns and districts within
the same as shall be agreed on and ordered by the general court 'of this

province at their present session ; which sum shall be paid into the
treasury on or before the thirty-first day of March next. \_Passed

and published September 8.

CHAPTER 14.

AN ACT FOR PREVENTING AND PUNISHING THE DESERTION OF SOL-
DIERS IN THE EXPEDITION AGAINST CROWN POINT, OR IN THE
DEFENCE OF THE FRONTIERS OF THIS GOVERNMENT.

Slieriffs, &c.,
their power to

•lapprehend de-

Preamble. Whereas soldiers duly inlisted, or to be inlisted or impressed, for the

present expedition against Crown Point, or for the defence of the fron-

tiers of this province, do and may afterwards desert, and be found
wandering, or otherwise absenting themselves illegally from his majes-

ty's service,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council and
House of Representatives,

[Sect. 1.] That it shall and may be lawful for the sheriff of any
county, or either of his deputies, for any constable or tythingman of

serters. the town or placc (or any other person) where any person who may be
reasonably suspected to be such a deserter shall be found, to apprehend,
or cause him to be apprehended, and to cause such person to be brought
before any justice of the peace living in or near such town or place, who
hath, hereby, power to examine such suspected person ; and if by his

confession, or the testimony of one or more witness or witnesses, upon
oath, or by the knowledge of such justice of the peace, or any other

proof, it shall appear or be found that such suspected person is a listed

or impressed soldier, as is aforesaid, tho' listed or impressed in any
other government, and that he ought to be with the troop or company
to which he belongs, such justice of the peace shall, forthwith, cause

him to be conveyed to the goal of the county or place where he shall be

found, and transmit an account thereof to the commander-in-chief or

To be returned, secretary of this province ; and such deserter shall be returned to his

SeirVe^iT^ce,'°
scrvicc by the first opportunity, and the keeper of such goal shall re-

c[ie][ei]ve the full subsistence of such deserter or deserters, during the

time that he or they shall continue in his custody, for the maintenance

of the said deserter or deserters, but shall not be intitled to any fee or

reward on account of the imprisonment of such deserter or deserters.

And for the better encouragement of any person or persons to secure

or apprehend such deserters,

—


