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CHAPTEE 30.

AN ACT FOR PREVENTING THE EXPORTATION OF PROVISIONS AND
WARLIKE STORES, OUT OF THIS PROVINCE.

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and House of Hepresent-

atives,

[Sect. 1.] That no warlike stores, or provisions of any kind whatso- Exportation of

ever, fish only excepted, shall be exported or carried out of any port or
aif(j"provi8°ons'

harbour in this province, in an}^ vessel whatever, before the twentieth piohibited :—
'

day of June next : saving only such provisions or warlike stores as are saving^

necessary for the defence of each respective vessel outward bound, and
victualling the mariners on board the same, during their intended

voyage, and whereof an account, in writing, shall be given by the master

of such vessel, on oath, to the impost officer or his deputy, and where
there is no impost officer or deputy, then, to a justice of the peace or

town clerk, on pain of one thousand pounds, lawful monej', to be for- Penalty, &c., for

felted and paid by the master, and the like sum by the owner and own- acr''^
^^ ^^'^

ers, factor and factors, of each respective vessel in which any warlike

stores or provisions shall be exported or carried out of an}' port or har-

bour in this province ; one moietj' thereof to the use of this government,
and the other moiety to him or them that shall inform or sue for the

same ; and such masters, owners and factors, respectivel}', upon their

being convicted of the offence aforesaid at the superiour court of judi-

cature, court of assize and general goal deliver}', shall be further liable

to stand on the pillory, and have one of their ears cut off.

And tchereas it has been the practice of some persons to pack beef i

and pork, and other provisions, in barrels and other casks, and mark
on the outside of said cask, mackerell or fish, with intent to elude this

act,

—

Be it therefore farther enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That when any vessel is bound out of this government Master or

with pickled fish of any kind on board, the master, freighter or freight- niako^oath°as to

ers, shall make oath, either before the impost officer or his deputy, or the contents of

before one of his majesty's justices of the peace in the county where
such vessels sail from, or where the freighter or freighters dwell, that

every cask that is shipt on board such outward-bound vessel as fish, is,

bond fide, pickled fish, and that there is no more provisions or warlike

stores shipt, or intended to be shipt, on board said vessel, than is neces-

sary for defending and victualling such vessel as afores[ai]d ; and no
vessel outward bound, shall be cleared out by the impost officer or his

deputy, until[l] such oath be first made.
And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That any cooper or other person who shall pack or put Penalty for put-

up in any cask, any provisions of any kind, in order to be shipt on ^afk!

board any vessel bound out of this governm[e7i]t, as aforesaid, and shall

put, or cause to be put, on any fallacious mark, whereby to induce any
person to bel[ei][ie]ve there is not contained anything in said cask
that in fact they do contain, and be thereof convicted as aforesaid, shall

suffer the same penalties that the master or owners afores[cu]d are

liable to, by this act, in case of exporting and carrying provisions and
warlike stores out of this province.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4,] That every freighter that shall be convict of shipping on Penalty for

board any outward-bound vessel, or any master that shall, knowingly, femn'^'on^board

take on board any provisions with a false mark thereon, with a design provisions with

to elude this act, and be thereof convict in the superiour court afore- ^ ** ^® ™"'' '*
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s[ai]tl, shall suffer the same penalties as if said provisions had beea
sent out of this province contrary to this act, as before mentioned.
And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 5.] That if the governour or commander-in-chief for the time
being shall see fit, with the advice and consent of the council, to issue

a proclamation, prohibiting the exportation of provisions or warlike
stores put of this province, for aii}^ time after the said twentieth day of
June next, and not exceeding the twentieth day of November following,

in this present 3'ear, the master, and owner and owners, factor and fact-

ors, of any vessel or vessels, on board of which such provisions or war-
like stores shall be exported or shipped, contrary to such proclamation,
shall be respectivelj^ liable to the same pains and penalties as if the same
had been exported before the said twentieth day of June, contrary to

this act.

Provided, alicays,—
[Sect. 6.] That it shall and may be lawful for any provisions or

warlike stores to be exported for the service of his majesty's sea or
land forces, on board any vessel or vessels licensed for that purpose by
the govern [o?f]r or commander-iu-ch[ei][ie]f for the time being, with
the advice of the council.

Provided, also,—
[Sect. 7.] That it shall and may be lawful for provisions and war-

like stores to be laden and transported on board any coasting-vessel, or

vessels, passing from one pox't to another within this province, bonds
being first given, in a thousand pounds, lawful money, w[i]th sufldcient

sureties, to the impost officer or his deputy, and where thex'e is no
impost officer or deputy, then to a justice of the peace or the town
clerk, to reland the same in some town or district in this province, and
to return a certificate thereof from the deputy' impost-officer resid-

ing in the town or district where they are so relanded, or from the

town or district clerk of such towns or districts where no deputy impost-

officer resides.

Provided, also,—
[Sect. 8.] That in such towns where the fisher3' is carried on, and

out of which vessels coasting from one port to another in this province,

and wherein neither impost officer or his deputy dwells, the masters of

such fishing or coasting vessels may render the account afores[ai]d, on
oath, to a justice of the peace, or the town or district clerk of the

respective towns out of which they sail, who is hereby impowered to

take the same ; and the account so taken and attested shall be by them
transmitted to the impost officer, which shall be as effectual as though
the same were taken by him or his deputy.

And be it enacted,

[Sect. 9.] That the impost officer shall be allow [e]'d one shilling

for each bond so taken, and everj^ justice and town or district clerk

the like sum for every such certificate by them respectively transmitted

as afores[ai]d, to be paid bj^ the master.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 10.] That it shall be unlawful for an}' of his majesty's sub-

jects of this province, and they are hereby strictly forbidden, to hold

any correspondence or communication with any inhabitants of Louis-

bourg, or an}- other of the French settlements in North America, cither

by land or water ; and if an^^ person or persons belonging to this

province shall presume to go or send to Louisbourg, or any other French

settlement in North America, during the continuance of this act, the

ship, sloop or other vessel employed, with all her tackle and appurte-

nances, and her cargo, shall be forfeited, one half to his majesty for

the use of this province, the other half to him or them who shall inform
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and sue for the same in any of his majesty's courts within this prov-

ince proper to try the same ; and be further liable, if a ship or vessel,

the master to have one ear cut off, and be publickly whipt thirty-nine

lashes, and the owner or owners, and factor or factors of the owner or

owners, of such ship or other vessel shall forfeit and pay, each, five

hundred pounds, to be recovered and disposed of as above, and also be

forever disabled to hold any place of honour or prof[f] it under this

government. [^Passed February 27
;
published March 1.

CHAPTER 31.

AN ACT FOR GRANTING UNTO HIS MAJESTY AN EXCISE UPON SPIRITS
DISTILLED AND WINE, AND UPON LIMES, LEM[3f]0NS AND ORANGES.

We, his majesty's most loyal [1] and dutiful subjects, the representatives Preamble.

of the province of the Massachusetts Bay, in general court assembled,

being desirous to lessen the present debt of the province, have cheai"-

fully and unanimously granted, and do hereb}' give and grant unto his

most excellent majest}^, for the end and use above mentioned, and for

no other use, an excise upon all rum and other spirits distilled, and
upon all wines whatsoever, and upon lemmons, limes and oranges, to

be raised, levied, collected and paid in manner and form following :

—

And be it accordingly enacted by the Governour, Council and House of
Representatives,

fSECT. 1.] That from and after the twenty-sixth day of March, one Time of this
L J i^^ . i-iri-iiii i • \t /> act's continu-

thousand seven hundred and fiftj'-six, and until [1J the twenty-sixth or ance.

March, one thousand seven hundred and fifty-seven, every person

already licenced, or that shall hereafter be licenced, to retail rum or

other spirits, or wine, shall pay the duties following :

—

For ever}' gallon of rum and spirits distilled, fourpence.

For every gallon of wine of ever}' sort, sixpence.

For every hundred of lemmons or oranges, four shillings.

For every hundred of limes, one shilling and sixpence.

—And so proportionably for any other quantit}' or number.
And be it further €7iacted,-

[Sect. 2.] That every retailer of wine, rum or spirits distilled, tav- Account to be

erner, innholder and common victualler, shall, on the said twenty-sixth
^'^^'^'^^

day of March next, take a just and true account, in writing, of all wine,

rum and spirits distilled, and of all limes, lemmons and oranges then by
him or her, or in his or her possession ; and that every person who shall

hereafter be licenced to be a taverncr, innholder, common victualler or

retailer of wine, rum or spirits distilled, shall take a like account of all

wine, rum and spirits distilled, and of all limes, lemmons and oranges

by him or her, or in his or her possession, at the time of such licence

granted ; and that every taverner, innholder, and common victualler and
retailer of wine, rum or spirits distilled shall make a fair entr}', in a

book by them respectively to be kept for that purpose, of all such wine,

rum or spirits distilled, as he or she, or any person or persons for him
or her, shall buy, distill, take in or receive after such first account

taken, and when and of whom the same was bought and taken in

;

and at the expiration of every half year shall take a just and true

account how much thereof then remains by them ; and shall, in writing,

under their hands, render to him or them that shall farm the duties

aforesaid the whole of those several accounts, and shall also, if re-


