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CHAPTER 43.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO THE SEVERAL ACTS AND LAWS OF THIS
PROVINCE NOW IN FORCE RESPECTING POOR AND IDLE, DISORDERLY
AND VAGRANT PERSONS.

Preamble.

Overseers of the
poor to take
under, idle, dis-

solute persons
•who have
estates.

Proviso.

Preamble.

Persons liable

to the house of
correction, may
be bound to

service.

Whereas some idle, dissolute and vagrant persons, having some
estate and accordingly rateable, take no care of their families, nor im-

prove their estates to the best advantage ; which persons are not under
the care and inspection of the overseers of the poor or [^tJie'] selectmen
of the town where such idle persons dwell,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Oovernour, Council and House of Hepre-
sent[^ati']ves,

[Sect. 1.] That where any idle, dissolute or vagrant persons, having
a rateable estate, do neglect to take due care of themselves and their

families, or to improve their estates, that in all such cases the overseers

of the poor or the selectmen of the town shall be and hereby they are

impow[e]red to take the like care and inspection of such person or per-

sons who neglect the due care and improvem[en]t of their estates, and
who mispend theh- time and money, and who live idle, vagrant and dis-

solute lives, as if they were poor, indigent and impotent persons, and
accordingly, with the assent of two justices of the peace of the same
county, quorum xmus^ put out into orderly families their children, if

any they have, and improve their estates to the best advantage, and
apply the produce and income thereof towards the support of them
and their families.

Provided^—
[Sect. 2.] That any of the said idle persons thinking themselves

aggr[ei][ie]ved, may make their application to, and have remedy from,

the justices in the gen[era]l sessions of the peace in the same county,

if the}" see cause, who are hereby impowered to rel[ei][ie]ve such

aggr[ei] [ze]ved person from the determination of the selectmen.

And ivhereas it is apprehended that many adult persons, both male
and female, who by virtue of the laws of this governm[eJ^]t are liable and
lawfully may be sent and committed to the house of correction for the

county, or workhouse for the town, in w[7ii]ch such persons may respect-

ively reside or be found, may be employed and kept to work with less

inconvenience to the town or district from whence b}' law they may be

sent, and with more advantage to them who by law are to take the

effects and receive the benefit of their labours, by their being employed
and kept to work by a master who should have power to direct, govern

and emploj" them in and about such labour and business as they can

best perform.

Be it enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That for the future it shall and may be lawful for the

overseers of the poor of every town and district within this province,

where any are speciall}" chosen to that ofHce, and for the selectmen of

every town and district, where there are no persons specially chosen to

the office of overseers of the poor, if they see meet (and such over-

seers and selectmen, respectively, are hereby authorized and impowered,

by indenture, or by any other form of covenant, agreem[eH]t or contract,

valid and effectual in law), to put, place and bind out to service to such

person or persons as the}' shall judge suitable, for a term not exceeding

one year, at the longest, under one and the same contract, any adult

person, whether male or female, residing and found in their respective

towns or districts, whom they shall judge liable, b}' virtue of any law or

laws of this governm[e?i]t, to be sent and committed to the house of cor-
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rection or workhouse, from any county, town or district in this province
;

and the act[s] and doings of such overseers and selectmen, respectively,

whereby any such person shall and may be put and bound out to ser-

vice, pursuant to this act, shall be as valid and effectual, in law, to bind

and hold the person so put to service, as if au}' such person, b}* his [or]

her own act and consent, being of the age of twenty-one j-ears, had
bound and put out him- or herself a servant for the like term, by in-

denture, or by any other legal form or manner of covenant or contract.

Provided, ahcays,—
[Sect. 4.] That it shall be in the power of the court of general Proviso for

session [s] of the peace for the county wherein an}" such person shall be court of"gonerai

put out to service as aforesaid by virtue of this act, upon application
pe®^'°"®

°^ *^®

made to said court by any such person so put out to service, or any on
his or her behalf, if they judge proper, to discharge and make void any
act or doing of said overseers or selectmen, whereby an}' person shall

be put to service as afores[ai]d, and by their order wholly to annul the

same, and set such person so bound out, at liberty and free from his or

her master, and also to allow costs to the person who shall he set at

liberty by said court, against the town or district by whose overseers or

selectmen such person so set at liberty shall have been bound out, and
to award execution accordingly'.

[Sect. 5.] And in all cases wherein the said court of general ses- Upon their

sions of the peace shall, by their order, discharge and set at liberty any may be'^dls'-'^^'^'*

person or persons bound to service by any overseers or selectmen solved.

as aforesaid, all indentures, covenants, contracts and agreem[<'n]ts,

whereby and under which such person shall have been bound or put
out as aforesaid, shall, from and after the time of such orders passing
in sessions, be taken, held and adjudged absolutely void and of no
effect, so far as such indentures, covenants, contracts or agreem[e)i]ts

shall respect any time to come, after the time of such order's passing.

And be it further enacted, t

[Sect. 6.] That the proceeds of the labour and service of every Use of the earn-

person who by virtue of this act shall be bound out to service, over and sols bound ^o^ut.

above the necessary costs in and about the same, shall be taken b}' the

overseers or selectmen, respectively, who shall bind out such person, to

be improved and laid out for the support of the family or other poor
and indigent kindred of the person bound out, with the maintenance of

whom the person bound out shall by law be charg[e]able, if an}' such
family or kindred such person shall have ; but if the person bound out

shall have no family or kindred with whose support he or she shall by
law be chargeable, the proceeds of the labour of every such person, not

having such family or kindred asafores[at]d, shall be retained and kept

by said overseers or selectmen, respectively, to be paid by them to such

person bound out as aforesaid, or improved and laid out for his or her

use, support and benefit by said overseers or selectmen, in such manner
as to them shall appear most for the benefit and advantage of the person
bound out as afores[aJ]d ; the said overseers or selectmen, respectively,

to determine always whether to pay said proceeds in money directly to

said person bound out as afores[a/]d, or themselves to dispose and lay out

the same in some other manner to such person's use ; and said overseers

and selectmen are hereby required and obliged, annually, at the town
or district meeting in March for the choice of town officers, to exhibit

to their respective towns or districts a full and true account of their

disposition of the earnings and proceeds of the labour of all persons

w[/<«]ch shall have been bound out by them, not having such family or

kindred as afores[ai]d, during the whole last preceeding year, for such
town's or district's examination and allowance.
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[Sect. 7.] And for the proceeds of the labour and service of such
person, having a family or kindred with whom he or she shall be charge-

able as afores[at]d, such overseers or selectmen shall be accountable to

the town or district to w[/«']ch such family or kindred such person shall

be chargeable with shall belong and are inhabitants ; and said overseers

and selectmen, respectively, shall pay all the earnings and proceeds of
the labour of the person bound out as aforesaid, who shall have such
family and kindred as afores[cu]d, to the town or district to which such

famil}' or kindred shall belong, or their order ; alwa3-s excepting a [a]

reasonable allowance out of said proceeds to said overseers or selectmen

for their care, trouble and cost in binding out such person and taking

and recovering the proceeds afores[ai]d : which allowance s[at]d over-

seers and selectmen are hereby impowered to retain in their hands, and
in their account said overseers and selectmen shall be allowed all such
reasonable charge and cost incnrr[e]'d, and also a reasonable reward for

their own care and trouble in and about the binding out of any such
person, and taking and recovering the proceeds of his or her labour of

the master to whom he or she shall be respectively bound and put out.

[Sect. 8.] This act to be in force for the space of three years from
the thirtieth of April current, and no longer. \^Passed April 20

;
pub-

lished April 21, 1756.

CHAPTER 44.

AN ACT FOR ENQUIRING INTO THE RATEABLE ESTATES OF THE
PROVINCE.

Preamble. Whereas the rateable estates of the several towns and districts in

this province may be very much altered since the last valuation taken

by this court,

—

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and House of Representatives^

A new valuation [Sect. 1.] That the asscssors of each town and district within this

the^ratabie
°^ province, who shall have been chosen for the year one thousand seven

estates of the hundred and fifty-six, shall, on oath, take and lodge in the secretary's
province.

office, by the last "Wednesday in September, one thousand seven hun-

dred and fifty-six, a true and perfect list, according to their best skill

and understanding (and conformable to a list settled and agreed on by
the general court and to be recorded in the secretary's office, a printed

copy of which shall be, by the treasurer of the province, sent to the

clerk of each town and district) , therein setting forth an account of all

male polls, of sixteen years old and upwards, whether at home or abroad,

distinguishing such as are exempt from rates, through age or otherwise,

and of all rateable estates both real and personal within their respective

Directions for towus and districts ; and all farms, parcel [l]s of land lying adjacent
taking the same.

^^ ^^^ rated in such towu OX district, and b}' whom occupied; and
what each person's real estate within the town or district, or adjoining

as aforesaid, may rent for by the year ; and of all Indian, negro and
molatto servants, whether for life or for a term of years ; and what num-
ber of vessels, and of what burthen, have sailed from their respective

ports to any other port, in the year one thousand seven hundred and

fifty-five. And the said assessors, in taking such valuation, shall distin-

guish the different improvements of the real estates into the following

parts ;
vizW., houses, pasture and tillage lands ; salt, fresh and English

mowing land ; with the number of acres of orchard, and what stock the

pasture ordinarily is capable of feeding ; and what quantity of produce


