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CHAPTEK 45.

AN ACT FOR PREVENTING AND PUNISHING THE DESERTION OF SOL-
DIERS IN THE EXPEDITION AGAINST CROWN POINT, OR IN DEFENCE
OF THE FRONTIERS OF THIS GOVERNMENT.

Preamble.

Sheriffs, consta-
bles, &c., may
apprehend
deserters, &c.

Allowance for
apprehending
deserters.

Whereas soldiers duly inlisted, or to be inlisted or impressed, for the

present expedition against Crown Point, or for the defence of the fron-

tiers of this province, have deserted, and may hereafter desert, and be

found wandering, or otherwise absenting themselves illegally from his

majesty's service,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Governour, Council and House of Rep-
resentatives,

[Sect. 1.] That it shall and may be lawful for the sheriff of any
county, or either of his deputies, or any constable or tythingman of the

town or place, or any other person, where any person, who may be
reasonably suspected to be such a deserter, shall be found, to apprehend

or cause him to be apprehended, and to cause such person to be brought

before any justice of the peace living in or near such town or place,

who hath hereby power to examine such suspected person ; and if, by his

confession, or the testimony of one or more witness or witnesses, upon
oath, or by the knowledge of such justice of the peace, or any other

proof, it shall appear or be found that such suspected person is a listed

or impressed soldier, as aforesaid, i\id'[}igh'] listed or impressed in any
other government, and that he ought to be with the troop or company to

which he belongs, such justice of the peace shall forthwith cause him to

be conveyed to the goal of the county or place where he shall be found,

and transmit an account thereof to the commander-in-chief or secretary

of this province ; and such deserter shall be returned to his service by
the first opportunity, and the keeper of such goal shall receive the full

subsistence of such deserter or deserters, during the time that he or they

shall continue in his custody, for the maintenance of the said deserter

or deserters, but shall not be intitled to any fee or reward on account

of the imprisonment of such deserter or deserters.

And for the better encouragement of any person or persons to secure

and apprehend such deserter or deserters,

—

Be it farther enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That upon the certificate of such justice of the peace to

the province treasurer, there shall be paid by him to such persons as shall

apprehend, or cause to be apprehended, any deserter from his majesty's

said service, forty shillings and the costs of prosecution, to be deducted

out of his wages, for every deserter that shall be so apprehended and

committed. \_Passed April 20
;
published April 21, 1756.

CHAPTER 46.

AN ACT IMPOWERING THE PROVINCE TREASURER TO BORROW THE
SUM OF TEN THOUSAND POUNDS, AND FOR APPLYING THE SAME TO
DEFJl[A][£]Y THE CHARGES OF THE INTENDED EXPEDITION AGAINST
CROWN POINT.

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and House of Representa-

tives,

Treasurer [Sect. 1.] That the treasurer of the province be and he hereby is

bonw £10,000. impowered and directed to borrow, of such persons as shall be willing
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to lend the same, a sum not exceeding ten thousand pounds, in Spanish

mill'd dollars, at six shillings each, or in other coined silver of sterling

alloy, at six shillings and eightpence per ounce ; and the sum so borrowed

shall be applied by the treasurer for the payment of such dra[f][?^g^/i]ts

as shall be drawn on him by the governour or commander-in-chief for

the time being, by and with the advice of the council, for the service of

the intended expedition against Crown Point, and for every sum so

borrowed the treasurer shall give a rec[ie][et]pt and obligation in the

form following ; vizW.,

—

Province of the Massachusetts, the day of ,175 . Formoftreas-

Kec[ie] [eijved of the sum of , for the use and service of "''er's receipt.

the province of the Massachusetts Bay, and, in behalf of said province, I do
hereby promise and oblige myself and successors in the office of treasurer

to repay the said or order, on or before the tenth day of June,

1758, the aforesaid sum of , in coined silver of sterling alloy, at

six shillings and eightpence per ounce, or in Spanish milFd dollars of full

weight, at six shillings each, with interest annually, at the rate of six per
cent per annum.
Witness my hand, A. B., Treasurer.

—provided, that no rec[ie][ei]pt shall be given for a less sum than

six pounds.

And to enable the said treasurer to discharge the said obligations,

and the interest that shall be due thereon,

—

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2. J That there be and hereby there is granted to his most Taxof£n,5oo,

excellent majestj^, a tax of eleven thousand five hundred pounds, to be '" ^^^^'

levied upon the polls and estates within this province, according to such

rules as shall be ordered by the general court of this province, at their

sessions in May, one thousand seven hundred and fifty-seven.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That in case the general court shall not, by the twentieth Tax for the

day of June, one thousand seven hundred and fifty-seven, agree and ^"uod^to^be^
conclude upon a tax act to draw into the treasury the aforesaid sum of made according

eleven thousand five hundred pounds, by the thirty-first day of March aa, in case.^^

then next following, that then the treasurer of the province for the time

being, shall issue his warrants, directed to the selectmen or assessors of

the several towns and districts within this province, requiring them,

respectively, to assess, levy and pay in to the treasury, by the said

thirtj'-first day of March, their respective proportions of said sum,
according to the rates and proportions, rules and directions of the tax

act then last preceeding.

Ayid whereas humble trust and dependance is had by the general Preamble,

assembly on a reimbursement of the charges arising from the expedi-

tions against Crown Point, and monies for that purpose are expected
from Great Britain ; wherefore, as a further fund to enable the treasurer

to discharge the rec[ie][ei]pts and obligations aforesaid, by him given

in pursuance of this act,

—

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That the monies that shall be rec[ie][ei]ved from Great
^'^f^"^fj^*°^

Britain, over and above what have been appropriated for the repayment That may bo
°^^

of certain sums which the treasurer by divers acts has been directed to rfceiye^ from

borrow, shall be applied by the said treasurer, or so much thereof as for the payment

shall be needful [1], for the discharging said obligations (with the interest borro^^d?*'^

that may be due thereon), in pursuance of this act.

Provided always, anything in this act to the contrary notwithstanding,—
[Sect. 5.] That in case the monies aforesaid shall arrive from Great Tax not to go

Britain, and be rec[ie][et]ved into the province treasury on or before fortii, m case.

the twentieth day of June, one thousand seven hundred and fifty-seven
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(over and above what shall be sufficient to repay the sums borrowed by
virtue of the acts aforesaid), and' shall be sufficient for discharging the
obligations given by the treasurer in pursuance of this act, then, and ia
such case, the tax, which otherwise by this act is ordered to go forth,

shall be, and hereby is declared to be, null and void.

Provided^ also,—
Proviso, in case [Sect. 6.] That the remainder of the sum that may be brought in
of a surplusage,

j^^^ ^j^g ^^^ ordered by this act to be assessed and levied, over and above
what shall be sufficient to discharge the obligations aforesaid (with the
interest that may be due thereon), shall be and remain as a stock in the
treasury, and be appl[y][i]ed as the general court of this province
shall hereafter order. [Passed April 20

;
published April 21, 1756.

CHAPTEK 47.

AN ACT FOR GRANTING UNTO HIS MAJESTY SEVERAL RATES AND
DUTIES OF IMPOST AND TUNNAGE OF SHIPPING.

"Whereas, by an act made by this court at their session of May last,

the province treasurer was impowered to borrow a sum not exceeding
fifty thousand pounds, in mill'd dollars, at six shillings each, or in other

silver at six shillings and eightpence per ounce, for a term not exceed-

ing three years, for the discharge of the debts of this province, and by
said act the treasurer was ordered to give his reciepts or obligations to

the lenders to repay the money so borrowed ; and as a further fund to

enable the treasurer to discharge said reciepts or obligations, it is in

said act enacted, " That the duties of impost, for the year one thousand
seven hundred and fifty-six, shall be applied for that purpose, and for

no other purpose whatsoever,"

—

We, his majesty's most dutifull and loj'al subjects, the representatives

of the province of the Massachusetts Bay, in New England, being desir-

ous of enabling the treasurer to discharge the reciepts and obligations

aforesaid, have chearfully and unanimously given and granted ajad

do hereby give and grant, to his most excellent majesty, to the end and
use aforesaid, and to no other use, the several duties of impost upon
all liquors, goods, wares and merchandise that shall be imported into

this province, and tunnage of shipping, hereafter mentioned ; and pray

that it be enacted,

—

And be it accordingly enacted by the Governour, Council and House

of Representatives,

[Sect. 1.] That from and after the twenty-sixth day of April, one
thousand seven hundred and fifty-six, to the twenty-sixth day of March,

one thousand seven hundred and fifty-seven, there shall be paid by the

importers of all wines, rum and other liquors, goods, wares and merchan-

dizes that shall be imported into this province b}^ any of the inhabitants

thereof (except what is by this act hereafter exempted), the several

rates and duties of impost following ; viz'.,

—

For every pipe of wine of every sort, ten shillings.

For every hogshead of rum, containing one hundred gallons, eight

shillings.

For every hogshead of sugar, fourpence.

For every hogshead of molasses, fourpence.

For every hogshead of tobacco, ten shillings.

—And so, proportionabl}', for greater or less quantities.

And for all other commodities, goods or merchandizes not men-
tioned or not excepted, fourpence for every twenty shillings value,


