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Proviso.

impowered and directed, some time in the month of June, one thousand
seven hundred and fiftj^-eight, to issue and send forth his warrants,
directed to tlie selectmen or assessor[r]s of each town and district within
this province, requiring them to assess the polls, and estates both real

and personal within their several towns and districts, and for their

respective parts and proportions of the sum before directed and engaged
to be assessed, to be paid into the treasury at the aforementioned
time ; and the assessors, as also persons assessed, shall observe, be
governed by and subject to all such rules and directions as have been
given in the then last preceeding tax act.

Provided., cdways,—
[Sect. 5.] That the remainder of the sum which shall be brought

into the treasury bj' the duties of excise before mentioned, and the tax
of thirt3--nine thousand pounds ordered by this act to be assessed and
levied, over and above what shall be sufficient to discharge the notes
and obligations aforesaid, shall remain as a stock in the treasury, to be
appl[y][ijed as the general court of this province shall hereafter order,

and to no other purpose whatsoever. [Passed and published February
9,* 1757.

CHAPTER 23.

AN ACT FOR THE MORE SPEEDY LEVYING EIGHTEEN HUNDRED MEN,
INCLUSIVE OF OFFICERS, TO BE EMPLOYED IN HIS MAJESTY'S
SERVICE.

Preamble.
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of March, 1757.

WoEREAS, the general court of this province have determined that

eighteen hundred men, including' officers, should be raised by this

government and employed in his majesty's service, for the defence of
his majesty's colonies and for the anno3'ance of his majesty's enemies,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council and
Hotise of Representatives.,

[Sect. 1.] That eighteen hundred men, inclusive of officers, shall

be raised by inlistment or impress from the several regiments of horse

and foot, within this province, for a term not exceeding twelve months
from the second da}' of February, instant, in such proportion from each
regiment as the commander-in-chief of the province shall determine

;

said eighteen hundred men to be employed in his majesty's service

under the command of his excellencj', the right honourable the Earl of
Loudoun, or of the general and commander-in-chief of his majesty's

forces in North America for the time being.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That it shall and may be lawful for any person or per-

sons that shall or may be employed for that purpose, to pay the bounty
or encouragement promised by this government to any person or per-

sons who shall [e][i]nlist into the service at any time on or before the

twenty-first day of March next, and no longer ; and no bounty shall be
paid to any person until [1] he shall have been accepted by the muster-

master.

And be it further^enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That upon the twenty-second day of March next there
,

shall be a general muster of all the companies of horse and foot within

this province, at such place as the captain or commanding officer of

each troop or company shall respectively determine ; and every person

* Signed February 26, according to the record.
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who by law is required to attend military musters shall, b}^ one of the Manner of

Serjeants or corporals of the troop or company to which he shall belong, muster"o/the

be duly warned, either in person or by a notification in writing to be several coni.

left at the place of his usual abode, of the time and place of such mus- m orde'r toVai'S
''

ter ; and every person belonging to such troop or company, who by law ^o'^^'eers, &c.

is obliged to attend military musters, shall punctually attend and continue

at such muster at the time and place that shall be appointed therefor,

and so, from time to time, as the commanding oflicer of such *

company shall order, until [1] the whole number of men as aforesaid

shall be raised, and until[l] such company shall be discharged from any
further muster for said purpose, on pain of incurring the penalty of Fine fornot

twenty pounds, unless it shall appear on the trial of the offence that
''"'^"*^'"^-

his attendance was necessarily and unavoid[i][a]bly prevented ; to be
recovered by action of debt, with full costs of suit, to be brought by
the clerk of the respective troops or companies to which such person
not appearing as aforesaid belongs, who is hereby im[)owered and re-

quired to commence and prosecute such action to final judgment and
execution ; and if such delinquent person be a son under age, or a
servant, the said action shall be brought against and penalty recovered

of his parent or master ; one third of the said penalty for the use of How fines are

the clerk who shall sue for the same, the other two thirds for the pur- of.
'^

'"^"^^

chasing arms for indigent persons who are not able to provide for them-
selves, living within the district of such company where such delinquent

person dwells, as is hereafter provided.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That every person who shall be impressed or draughted Fine for not

by the commanding officer of such company or troop, or such person[s] frnprefsedr"

as he shall appoint for the service aforesaid, on the said twenty-second except.

day of March, or afterwards, shall be deemed duly entered in said

service, and shall attend the said service, unless he shall, within twentj'-

four hours, pay to the commanding officer of the troop or company to

which he belongs, or in which district he dwells, the sum of ten pounds,
or within said time procure an able-bodied, effective person to serve in

his stead, or that he shall have had a discharge from such impress or

draught under the hand of the captain or chief officer of such company
or troop, or regiment, or of the commander-in-chief of this province.

Provided., nevertheless,—
[Sect. 5.] That if an}- person of the denomination called Quakers Fine on Quakers

shall be impressed and commanded to attend the service aforesaid, and ance^i"} im!°
*

shall refuse to attend the same, or shall not within twenty-four hours pi'essed.

pay the sum of ten pounds, it shall be in the power of the officer by
whose command the said person was impressed, by a warrant directed

to the clerk of the company where he dwells, to destrain the goods and
chatt[el][Ze]s of such person sufficient for the pa^-ment of saitl sum and Manner of

cost, to be sold at an outcry as soon as may be, and if such goods and sam'e.

chatt[el][Ze]s when sold shall bo more than enough to pay the fine and
cost ; the overplus to be returned to such person in twenty-four hours,

the said fine to be improved as is in this act hereafter provided.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 6.] That the monies paid by any person or persons impressed How the money

or draughted shall be improved, or so much thereof as shall be necessar}-, hnproved.

for the procuring one or more effective person or persons for said ser-

vice, and the overplus, if any there be, shall be cm' loycd as there

may and shall be occasion for the purchasing of arms for such persons

living in the district of such company, as are unable to provide for

themselves, and for no other purpose, and shall be pnid by such officer

accordingly into the hands of the town or district treasurer in which
such company is ; but if such company be not within a town or district,

* A blank in the parcliment, but not in the print.
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then such oflScer shall pay such monies into the hands of the colonel of

the regiment to which such company belongs, taking his receipt for the

same, to be by such colonel employed for the purchasing of arms for

such persons as are unable to provide for themselves, as there may and
shall be occasion. '

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 7.] That every officer and clerk of any company, who shall

by virtue of this act receive any monies, shall within one month next

after render an account thereof and pay in the same to the several per-

sons respectively appointed to be the receivers thereof, upon pain of

incurring the penalty of one hundred pounds to be recovered of such

officer neglecting to render an account and pa}^ the monies as aforesaid,

by action of debt to be brought by the town or district treasurer, or

colonel of such regiment respectively, who are hereby impowered and
required to sue for the same : the said fine to be one third for the use

of the prosecutor, the other two thirds for purchasing arms for such

persons as are unable to provide for themselves, and shall remain as a

stock in the hands of such receivers, to be employed for that purpose,

and no other whatsoever.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 8.] That it shall and may be in the power of any colonel,

captain or chief officer of any compaii}^ to issue forth his or their war-

rants for the impressing persons belonging to their regiments or com-
panies, who shall or may at any time remove from the district of the

regiment or company to which he belongs into the district of any other

regiment or compau}', until [1] the first day of April next, and such

impress shall be as good and available in law as if the same had been

made in the count}', town or district whereto such person belonged.

And in order to prevent fraud in paying the bount}^ or encourage-

ment promised by the general court, and also to prevent a deficiency in

the number of m.en determined to be raised,

—

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 9.] That every colonel or chief officer of any regiment within

this province shall, as soon as may be, after the fifteenth day of March
next, and on or before the fifth day of April next, transmit to the com-

mander-in-chief of the province a list of the names of the men belong-

ing to such regiment who shall have enlisted as aforesaid, together with

their places of abode, and also the number of men, their names and

places of abode, who shall have been impressed or received in the room
of an}"^ impressed men, agreable to the returns made to him by his sev-

eral captains, in order to compleat the whole number that shall have

been assigned as aforesaid. And every colonel or chief officer who
shall neglect transmitting to the commander-in-chief the number of

men, their names and place of abode, whether iiilisted or impressed as

aforesaid, shall forf[ie][ei]t and pay to his majesty the sum of twent}^

pounds for the use of this government, to be recovered by the province

treasurer, who is hereb}' impowered and required to sue f )r the same in

an}' of his majesty's courts of record within this province, and every

captain or chief officer of any troop or company who shall not make
return to his colonel or chief officer on or before the twenty-fifth day of

March next, shall forf[ie][ei]t and pay the sum of twenty pounds to his

majesty, to be recovered and applied in like manner with the penalty

last mentioned ; and if any officers are obliged to transmit their returns

by an express, the charge thereof to be paid by the government. \_Passed

February 19 ;* pubUshed February 22,t 1757.

* Signed February 26, according to the record.

t Published February 21, according to memorandum m the printed acts.


