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respective towns where the offence shall be committed : one moiety
thereof to be to his majesty for the use of this governm[en]t, and the

other moiety to the informer. And where any person shall be convicted

of any offence against this act, and suffer the pains of imprisonm[en]t,
and shall be unable to pay the costs of prosecution, such costs shall be
paid by the several towns to which such persons respectively belong

;

or, if not inhabitants, shall be allowed and paid out of the province

treasur3^

[Sect. 6.] And the selectmen of Boston are directed and impowered
to provide nurses, assistance and other necessaries for the comfort and
rel[ei][ie]f of such sick persons sent to said hospital as afores[ai]d

;

the charge thereof to be born by the said persons themselves, if able
;

or, if poor and indigent, by the towns to which they respectivel}^ belong

;

or, if not inhabitants, then at the immediate charge of the province.

[_Passed April 13
;
lyuhlished April 25, 1757.

CHAPTER 34.

AN ACT FOR THE EFFECTUAL PREVENTING THE CURRENCY OF THE
BILLS OF CREDIT OF CONNECTICUT, NEW HAMPSHIRE AND RHODE
ISLAND WITHIN THIS PROVINCE,

Preamble.

1753-54, chap. 23,
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lowing oath.

Form of the
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Whereas bills of credit still continue current within the governments
of Connecticut, New Hampshire and Rhode Island, and have greatly

depreciated in their value, and are liable to depreciate still further ; and
it is of great importance to the interest of the inhabitants of this prov-

ince, and to the interest of such of his majesty's subjects in Great Brit-

ain and elsewhere as have trade and commerce here, that the currency

of said bills should be effectually prevented throughout this govern-

ment,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council and
House of Representatives,

[Sect. 1 .] That every person within this province be and hereby is

strictl}^ forbidden to account, receive, take or pay au}^ bill or bills of

credit of either of the governments of Connecticut, New Hampshire or

Rhode Island, in discharge of any contract or bargain, or for an}' val-

uable consideration whatsoever ; and that eveiy person who shall so

account, receive, take or pay any of said bills within this province

shall f()rf[ie][e?"]t the sum of fifty pounds for every offence : one moiety
thereof to his majesty, his heirs and successors, to and for the use of

this government, the other moiety [to] [c»/'] him or them that shall sue

for the same, to be recovered with full costs of suit by action of debt

in any of his majesty's courts of record within th[is][e] province, or

by presentment of the grand jury.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That from and after the thirtieth day of March which
will be in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and fifty-

seven, every person who shall be chose to serve in any office in anj'' of

the towns or districts or precincts of this province, shall, before his

ent[e]rance upon such oflflce, take the following oath, to be adminis-

tred b}- a justice of the peace, or, where no justice of the peace shall

be present, by the town, district, or precinct, clerk, who is hereb}" im-

powered to administer the same ;
vizi^'^.,

—

You, A. B., do, in the presence of God, solemnly declare that you have not,

since the thirtieth day of March, 1757, wittingly and willingly, directly or
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indirectly, either by yourself or any for or under you, been concerned in re-

ceiving or paying, within this government, any bill or bills of credit of either

of the governments of Connecticut, New Hampshire or Rhode Island. So
help you God.

[Sect. 3.] And where any person, chosen as aforesaid, shall refuse Penalty in case

or neglect to take the oath aforesaid, on tendering the same, the town,
"ake'sam'oath

district or precinct shall proceed to the choice of another person in his

room ; and where an}" person shall be elected by an}^ town, district or

precinct into any office, to the non-acceptance or refusal whereof a pen-

alty is by law annexed, such person neglecting or refusing to take the

oath aforesaid shall be liable to the same penalty as is bj' law provided

for the non-acceptance or refusal of such office.

A^icl be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That when any person shall be chosen to represent an}" persons chosen

town within this province in the general court or assembly, such person
[„ u^ke^the'sa^d

so chosen shall take the oath aforesaid ; and return shall be made by the oath,

selectmen, upon the back of the precept, that the person so chosen hath

taken the oath required in the act made and passed in the thirtieth year
of his majesty King George the Second, intitled " An Act for the effect- 1756.57, chap. 34.

ual preventing the currency of the bills of credit of Connecticut, New
Hampshire and Khode Island within this province" ; and if any person
so chosen shall refuse or neglect to take the oath aforesaid, such refusal

or neglect shall be deemed a refusal to serve as a representative ; and
the town shall proceed to the choice of another person in his room.
And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 5.] That the oath aforesaid shall be administred to each of councillors to

the members of his majesty's council, every 3'ear, at the same time when t-ke said oath,—

the usual oaths required to be taken by the said members of his

majesty's council shall be administred; and all officers, civil and mil- ami also aii

itary, within this government, who shall be nominated or appointed, miiuary."^'
**"

shall, before they receive their respective commissions, take the oath

aforesaid, and their respective commissions shall be otherwise void
;

and all persons elected into any office b}' the general assembly shall be

deemed not qualified to enter upon the execution of their respective

offices until[l] they have taken the oath aforesaid.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 6.] That no execution shall be issued from the office of an}- The said oath to

clerk of any of the inferiour courts of common pleas, or of the superiour |*4uw g^e^u"
courts of judicature, for any sum whatsoever, unless the plaintiff or tionsonjudg-

plaintiffs, suing in his or their own right, and dwelling within this
"^«'^' ^^ courts.

province, shall first take the oath aforesaid, to be administred by a

justice of the peace, or by the clerk of the court from which such execu-

tion shall issue ; and certificate thereof shall be made on such execu-

tion ; and if any execution shall issue or go forth without such certifi-

cate, the same shall be and is hereby declared to be void ; and no
licence shall be granted to, nor any recognizance taken from, any tav-

erner, innholder or retailer, by the justices of any of the courts of

sessions within this province, until [1] such taverncr, innholder or

retailer shall have taken said oath in presence of the court, or cer-

tificate of his having so done, from a justice of the peace, shall be pre-

sented to the court.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 7.] That for every oath administred as aforesaid by the Clerk's fee.

clerk of any court, he shall be allowed threepence, and for every certificate

by him signed as aforesaid, threepence, and no more ; and the cost and
charge of such oath and certificate shall be added to the sum in the exe-

cution required to be levied accordingly.
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Limitation. [Sect. 8.] This act to Continue and be in force until [1] the last day
of March which will be in the year of our Lord one thousand seven
hundred and sixty-two, and no longer. [Passed and published March
31, 1757.

CHAPTER 35.

AN ACT LAYING AN EMBARGO UPON SHIPS AND OTHER VESSELS IN
THIS PROVINCE.

Preamble.

1754-55, chap. 27.

Embargo on all

vessels until the
20th of April,
on penalty.

No fishing ves-
sel to sail to

the banks of
Newfoundland
until the said
20th of April

:

Forfeitures,
how to be dis-

posed of.

Power to take
off or extend
said embargo.

Whereas it is judged necessary for his majesty's service, that an
embargo should be laid upon ships and other vessels within this

province,

—

Be it enacted by the Council and House of Representatives,

[Sect. 1.] That no vessel [1] shall sail or depart from any port or

other place of this province out of it, 'till the twentieth daj' of April
instant, without leave first obtained from his majesty's council, or the

major part of them ; and if any vessel shall sail or depart to any port
or place out of said province, without leave first had and obtained as
aforesaid, the master of every vessel so departing shall forfeit and paj*

the sum of one hundred pounds, and the owner and owners of every
vessel so departing shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred
pounds, and the said last-mentioned forfeiture shtill and ma}' be
recovered from any or cither of the owners of such vessel where more
than one person shall be interested.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That no fishing vessel shall depart out of any port or

place of this province to the banks of Newfoundland, or any other of
the banks, before the said twentieth of April instant, without leave first

bad and obtained as afores[ai]d. And the owner or owners of way
fishing vessel that may depart contrary to the true intent and meaning
of this act, shall forfeit and pay the like sum of one hundred pounds :

saving, only, such small vessels or boats as may be employed in catch-

ing of fish, and that shall not be absent moi'e than four days at a time,

extraordinary casualties excepted : the aforesaid penalties to be recov-

ered by bill, plaint or information, before an}' of his majesty's courts of

record within this province.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That all forfeitures by this act shall be, one half to his

majest}', to be paid into the province treasury for the use of this

province, the other half to him or them that shall inform and sue for

the same.
And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That it shall and may be lawful for the commander-in-
chief, or in his absence for the council, or the major part of them, at

an}^ time before the said twentieth [day] of April, to take off said

embargo, or to extend it beyond said time not exceeding the first day
of June, in the present 3'ear of his majesty's reign, under the same pen-

alties, if in their judg[e]ment his majesty's service will permit the one
or shall requii-e the other. [Passed and published April 7, 1757.


