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ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Boston,

ON THE Second day of March, A. D. 1758.

CHAPTER 22.

AN ACT TO PREVENT BRIBERY AND CORRUPTION.

Be it enacted by the Governour^ Council and House of Represent-
atives^

[Sect. 1.] That if any person shall directly or indirectly give or rersonswho

engage to pay any sum of money, or other valuable consideration, to cngageTny'^Buin

another, in order to induce such other person to procure for him by his of money, &c.,

interest, influence or any other means whatsoever, any office or place pi:ic*"o/'tru8t,*"^

of trust witliin this government, and be thereof convict, shall forfeit a pe^itl"*
sum not exceeding one hundred pounds, nor less than twent}^ pounds,
at the discretion of the court which shall have cognizance of the same,
and l)e rendered forever after incapable of sustaining any office or
place of trust within this province.

And be it farther enacted^

[Sect. 2.] That if any person shall receive of another any sum of PcrsonRwho

money, or other valuable consideration, as a reward for procuring, or any summer

to procure, any office or place of trust within this government for any money, &c., for
'--'

•- procuring nnv
other person, and be thereof convicted, shall forfeit a sum not exceed- office or place of

ing one hundred pounds, nor less than twent}- pounds, at the discretion
pclfaity?'''*'

^^

of the court which shall have cognizance of the same ; and if such
offender be in any such office, he shall, on the conviction, be disabled
from holding the same, and be forever after incapable of sustiiining

anv office or place of trust witiiin tliis province.

And for the more easy conviction of such oflfcndcrs,

—

Be it further enacted^

[Sect. 3.] Tiiat if either of the parties offending as aforesaid shall
,^*""7r"ecd'fr*'""'

give information, upon oath, against the other ofTending part}-, and shall penaiu^
"^"^

dul}' prosecute said information, such informer shall be freed from every
the penalties aforesaid.

[Sect. 4.] And all offences against this act shall be heard, tried Offences to bo

and determined before tlic supcriour court of judicature, court of assize court of a^iie?

and general goal delivery ; and all pecuniary penalties accruing thereby
shall be, one third thereof to the informer, and the other two thirds to
the province. \_Passed March 25

;
published March 27, 1758.


