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ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Boston,
ON THE Eighteenth day of April, A. D. 1758.

CHAPTER 33.

AN ACT FOR PREVENTING LOSS OR DAMAGE BY MEANS OF A NON-
OBSERVANCE OF A LATE ACT OF THIS PROVINCE, INTITLED "AN
ACT FOR GRANTING TO HIS MAJESTY SEVERAL DUTIES UPON VEL-
LUM, PARCHMENT AND PAPER, FOR TWO YEARS, TOWARDS DE-
FREYING THE CHARGES OF THIS GOVERNMENT."

Preamble. Whereas, during the continuance of a late act of this province,
1754-55, chap. 18. intitlcd " An Act for granting to his majesty several duties upon vel-

lum, parchment and paper, for two years, towards defreying the charges

of this government," made in the twenty-eighth year of his present

majesty's reign, there were divers deeds and mortgages of real estates,

and bonds, wrote on vellum, parchment and paper, with a stamp thereon

different from what was required by said act, and divers others wrote on
unstamped vellum, parchment and paper, whereby many innocent per-

sons are likely to be great sufferers ; for remedy whereof,

—

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and House of Representatives^

That all such deeds, mortgages and bonds be and are hereby declared

as valid and effectual, to all intents and purposes, as if they had been
wrote on vellum, parchment and paper marked and stamped in manner
as by said law required. \_Passed April 24, 1758.

Deeds, mort-
gages, &c.,
unstamped, &c
made valid.

CHAPTER 34.

AN ACT FOR THE SPEEDY LEVYING OF SOLDIERS FOR AN INTENDED
EXPEDITION.

Preamble. Whereas it IS determined by this government that, if the seven thou-

sand men, inclusive of officers, which were to be raised by this prov-

ince for the intended expedition, shall not be compleated by inlistments,

the deficiency shall be raised by an impress.

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and House of Representatives^

Manner of [Sect. 1.] That on the second day of May next, at ten of the clock

eevlfra"fom° in the forcuoon, there shall be a muster of all the companies of horse
panies of militia, and foot of the militia of this province, and of the batteries in the

volunteers, &c!^ towns of Boston, Charlestown, Marblehead, Salem and Glocester, and
the captain or chief officer of each of said companies shall immediately

give notice thereof, by one of the Serjeants or corporals of his troop or

company, to each person belonging to the same, and liable to train

therein, either in person, or in case of his absence or not being to be
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found, b\' leaving a notification in writing, at the place of his abode

;

and ever}' person notified in either of the ways aforesaid shall punctu-

ally and duly attend at the time and place of muster as required, and
there attend until dismissed, unless unavoidably prevented, on penalty Fine in case of

of sixteen pounds, to be sued for and recovered with cost of suit, by
"*"»-app«a'a°c«-

the clerk of the troop or company to which such delin(iuent belongs

;

and if such delinquent be a minor or servant, the action to be brought

against and penalty recovered of his parent or master ; one third of

said penalty to be for the use of said clerk, and the other two thirds

shall by him be paid into the hands of the treasurer of the town, dis-

trict or parish, to be em|)loyed in hiring men into his majesty's service,

as there shall be occasion, and drawn out for that purpose by the cap-

tain or chief officer of the troop or company.
[Sect. 2.] And in case any troop or company, after warning a

muster of the same as aforesaid, shall not, on or before the said second
day of May next, at four of the clock in the afternoon, have made up the

deficiency of their inlistments, and compleated their quota aforesaid,

then the captain or chief officer of such troop or company shall imme-
diately proceed to impress or cause to be impressed so many able-bodied

men as shall be necessary in order to compleat his quota ; and every

person so impressed shall attend the service and do the duty for which

he shall be so impressed, unless he shall obtain a discharge in writing

under the hand of the captain of the company or colonel of the regi-

ment to which he belongs, or from the governour of the province, or

unless he immediately on his being impressed shall produce a man to

the satisfaction of the captain or chief officer of such troop or com-
pany, or otherwise shall pay to the captain or chief officer of the troop Fine for not

or company to which he belongs the sum of eight pounds, to be disposed fmpr^^^"
of in hiring another man in his stead, and the overplus, if any there be,

to be paid to the treasurer of the town, district or parish, to be em-
ployed in hiring men into his majest3-'s service as there shall be occa-

sion, and drawn out for that purpose by the captain or chief officer of
the troop or company ; and in case the fine or fines paid by impressed
men as aforesaid shall not be sufficient to hire able-bodied men enough
to make up the quota immediateh-, such captain or officer shall proceed
to impress more men ; and in case of their paying the fine aforesaid, or

being discharged as aforesaid, shall go on without delay to impress in

manner aforesaid, until the quota be compleated either by hiring with
the fines, or with the impressed men as aforesaid.

And ii-hereas many persons liable to train and do military duty may
have come from other governments into this province to avoid doing
their duty at home, and others who are inhabitants within this province

may strolc from town to town or place to place to avoid impresses, and
others do not belong to an}' particular company,

—

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the colonels of each regiment, captain or chief Rp«idpnuof

oflficer of any troop or company who shall be in want of men to com- stroiursriiab"!

pleat the quota, after four of the clock in the afternoon, the second day *" '"' impreascd.

of May next, may impress any residents or strolers within his district,

being persons suitable to be impressed, though the same persons do not
belong to his regiment or company ; and such persons so impressed
shall be held to serve unless such persons do really belong to some com-
pany of the militia within this province that shall have compleated its

quota before the said second day of Ma}' next, or unless such persons
so impressed shall pay the fine aforesaid, or shall be discharged by the
governour, or such person as the governour shall appoint for such pur-

poses.
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Any captain or
chief officer that
has completed
his quota, to
give notice, &c.

Provided., nevertheless,—
[Sect. 4.] If the captain or chief officer of any troop or company

shall have inlisted the full number of effective men he is or shall be
required to furnish for the service aforesaid, such company shall not be
obliged to muster as aforesaid ; and if at any time hereafter, and before

the said second day of May next, the captain or chief officer of any
such troop or foot company shall have compleated his quota of said

seven thousand men, then and in such case such captain or chief officer

of such troop or compan}'^ shall give notice thereof to his troop or com-
pany ; and upon his notifying his troop or company thereof, the persons
belonging to such troop or company shall not be obliged to appear at

the time and place appointed for muster, nor liable to any penalty or

forfeiture for non-appearance ; anything in this act to the contrary not-

withstanding. \^Passed April 26
;
published April 29, 1758.

CHAPTER 35.

AN ACT FOR SUPPLYING THE TREASURY WITH A SUM OF MONEY BY
LOTTERY.

Preamble.

Managers
appointed.

Managers, &c.,
to be under
oath.

Managers to
publish list.

Whereas it is necessary for his majesty's service in the intended
expedition against Canada, that the treasury be supplj'ed with a large

sum of money as soon as may be, and a lottery, among other means,
being judged condusive thereto,

—

Be it enacted by the Gnvemour, Council and House of Representatives.,

[Sect. 1.] That John Jeffiios, Samuel Walts, Thomas Flncker and
James Russell, Esqrs., and Mr. John Tvng, or any three of them, be
and hereby are appointed managei's in behalf of this government, to set

up, carry on and compleat, agreeable to such scheme, as the said man-
agers, or a,x\y three of them shall agree upon, a lottery or lotteries for

the raising and boiTovving the sum of thirt}' thousand pounds, to be
emplo}'ed for his majesty's service, in the intended expedition against

Canada, in such manner as this court shall order.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That the managers aforesaid, and all persons employed
under them, shall, before they act, be under oath for the faithful dis-

charge of the trust reposed in them.
Ayid be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the managers aforesaid shall, within twenty days
after the drawing the loiter}' or lotteries aforesaid, cause a list to be
printed in one of the Boston weekly newspapers, expressing the number
and value of each benefit-ticket, and shall, at the same time, notify the

proprietors of the tickets to repair to one of the managers, in order that

the value of each may be certified thereon, that so such proprietors may
be respectively intitled to receive a government note or security, which
shall be in the form following, and signed by the province treasurer

;

viz.,

—

Form of the
treasurer's note.

Province of the Massachusetts Bay, the day of , Anno Domini
Received of ticket (drawn in the Massachusetts lottery, No. ),

of the value of , which has been applyed to the use and service

of said province, and, in behalf of said province, I do hereby promise and
oblige myself and successors in the office of treasurer to pay the said

or order, the first day of June, one thousand seven hun-
dred and sixty-one, the aforesaid sum of , in silver, at six

shillings and eightpence per ounce, or Spanish mill'd dollars, at six shillings


