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Provided, nevertheless, and it is the true intent and meaning of this

act,—
[Sect. 5.] That when any person purchases a quantity of firewood

for his own burning, and lands it on any wharfe or landing besides a

common wharfinger's, he may employ any cart or carts to carry off the

same : saving only, that such carter shall not carry within the town of

Boston more than six feet at a time, under the penalty of six shillings

for each offence. And no greater quantity than six feet shall within

the town of Boston be carried at any one time ; and every person

offending in either of the particulars aforesaid shall forfeit and pay the

sum of six shillings for each offence. And if any dispute shall arise

between the buyer and seller as to the quantity of wood delivered, and
the quantity bought or agreed for ; and if on cording and sealing the

same at the place of delivery, it shall appear there is not the quantity

of wood delivered which was bought or agreed for, the seller shall pay
the buyer the costs of c[ord][a?-^]ing and sealing the wood the second

time, as also the sum of four shillings for each offence.

And he it further enacted,

[Sect. 6.] That all basket[t]s used and improved in measuring
charcoal brought into any town for sale, shall contain two bushel [l]s,

and be of the following dimensions ; viz'^'^., twenty-one inches in

lieighth, and nineteen inches in breadth ; and every person that shall

measure coal in any basket of less dimensions, shall forfeit and pay
for each offence the sum of three shillings, and said basket [t] shall be

destroyed : provided, nevertheless, that no persons shall be obliged to

moasure coal sold, where the quantity shall be agreed upon by the buyer
and seller.

And he it further enacted,

[Sect. 7.] That the selectmen of any town where coal is usually

sold, or the major part of them, be and hereby are fully impowered
to appoint, as occasion shall require, such meet person as they shall

judge proper for seizing and securing all basket[t]s improved for meas-
uring coal that are not of the dimensions aforesaid, and prosecute such
person or persons as shall be guilty of the breach of this act.

[Sect. 8.] All fines and forfeitures arising on the breach of this act

may be recovered by bill, plaint or information in any court of record

or before any of his majesty's justices of the peace, according to the

nature of the offence ; one moiety thereof shall be for the informer,

and the other moiety for the use of the poor of the town where the

offence shall be committed.
[Sect. 9.] Tliis act to be in force for three years from and after the

first day of November next, and to the end of the then next sitting of

the general court, and no longer. \_Passed Fehruary 13
;
puhlished

February 14, 1759.

CHAPTEE 17.

AN ACT IN FURTHER ADDITION TO AN ACT INTIT[Z7]LED "AN ACT
FOR EXPLANATION OF AND SUPPLEMENT TO AN ACT REFERRING TO
THE POOR," &c.

Preamble. Whereas it somctimes happens that considerable charges arise to
1740-41, chap. 20, gome towus iu this province by means of their being obliged to take

1749^50 chap 16 ^^^® °^ lew[e]d womcn at their lying-in with bastard children, and for

nursing and taking care of such bastard children,

—
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Be it therefore enacted by the Governour, Council and Hoicse of
Itepresentati ces,

[SixT. 1.] That it shall and may be lawful for the selectmen or
overseers of the poor of any town within this province, with the assent
of two justices of the peace, to bind out to service for a term not ex-
ceeding five years, any unmarried woman who sliall hereafter be deliv-

ered of a bastard child, and who diuing her lyin<i-in shall have been
supported, with her child, at the charge of such town, or whose bastard
child shall become a town charge before it arri\e at the a^e of live

years, and who shall be unable or shall refuse to reimburse or procure
the reimbursement of such charge or ex[)ence.

And whereas there fre(]ucntly happens in the several counties through
this province many failures both on the part of masters and mistresses,

and on the part of indented servants, in tlie perlbrmance of their re-

spective covenants or duties, as expressed in their indentures or deeds
of covenant whereby' said servants are bound, and many injuries may
be committed by masters or mistresses to bound-servants, as well as
b}- such servants to their resi)cctive masters and mistresses, which re-

quire a summary and speed}' metliod of redress,— '

Be it further enacted,

[8i:cT. 2.] That it shall and may be lawful for the courts of gen-
eral sessions of tlie peace for the respective counties, upon complaint
or representation made by the overseers of the poor or selectmen of
any town in such county, or by the overseers appointed for the county
where any indented, bouglit, or any way legally bound, servant or ap-

prentice sliall not be within any town or district, that any such servant
or apprentice have been abused or evil treated In* their masters or mis-

tresses, or that the education of such children in reading or writing and
cyphering, according to the tenor of their indentures, has been unrea-
sonabl}' neglected, to take cognizance of such representation or com-
plaint, and if ui)on [i] [e] nquiry there shall appear to have been just

cause therefor, sucli master or mistress shall forfeit a sum not exceed-
ing five pounds, for the use of the poor of the town or district where such
master or misti'css shall then be an inhabitant, to be levied by distress

and sale of his or her goods, by warrant to be issued b}- order of the

court aforesaid ; and the said court may order such child or children to

be liberated or discharged from their masters or mistresses, and any
male so discharged being untlcr the age of twenty-one years, and any
female under the age of eighteen years, may, by order of such court, be
bound to other persons until they arrive to the age of twenty-one or
eighteen years, res[)ectively ; and if such representation shall not be
sulficiently su|)ported or proved, the same shall be dismissed ; and no
fee shall be allowed or taken b^' said court for the entry of such repre-

sentation or complaint, or any process thereon.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That if an}' apprentice or servant shall elope or desert

the service to whicli he or she is or shall be bound as aforesaid, and
damage accrue thereliy to the master or mistress of such servants, it

shall and may be lawful for the justices of the court of sessions, upon
application made to them, to order satisfaction to be made by such ser-

vant or apprentice, to his or her master or mistress, either by service or

otherwise, as to tliem shall seem meet: prodded, that if any api)rcntice

or servant shall, during the present war, inlist and actually go into his

majesty's service, he shall not for such inlistment be deemed a deserter

from the service of his master or mistress, nor be hekl to make satis-

faction as aforesaid.

[SiccT. 1.] This act to be and contiiuie in force until the fifteenth

day of February, one thousand seven hundred and sixty-four, and no
longer. \_Passed February 13

;
published February 14, 1759.
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