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CHAPTER 18.

AN ACT PROVIDING THAT THE SOLEMN AFFIRMATION OF THE PEO-
PLE CALLED QUAKERS SHALL IN CERTAIN CASES, BE ACCEPTED IN-

STEAD OF AN OATH IN THE USUAL FORM.
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Whereas the people called Quakers profess to be, in their con-

sciences, scrupulous of taking an oath in the form by law required,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Gover7io[u']r, Council and House of
JRepresentat ives ,

[Sect. 1.] That from and after the tenth da^^ of February, one

thousand seven hundred and fift^'-nine, every Quaker within this prov-

ince who shall be I'equired upon an}' lawful occasion to take an oath

where, by law, an oath is required, shall, instead of the usual form, be

permitted to make his, or her, solemn affirmation or declaration in the

words following; yiz^^'^.,—
I, A. B., do solemnly and sincerely affirm and declare, under the

pains and penalties of perjury.

—which said solemn affirmation or declaration shall be adjudged and
taken,

—

And it is hereby enacted and declared,

[Sect. 2.] To be of the same force and effect, to all intents and
purposes, in all courts of justice and other places where by law an oath

is required within this province, as if such Quaker had taken an oath

in the usual form.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That if any Quaker making such solemn affinnation or

declaration shall be lawfully convicted, wilfully, falsel}', and corruptly

to have affirmed or declared any matter or thing which, if the same had
been in the usual form, would have amounted to wilful [1] and corrupt

perjury, ever}' such Quaker so offending shall incur the same penalties

and forfeitures as, b}' the laws of this province, are enacted against per-

sons convicted of wilful and corrupt perjury.

Provided, always,—
Ayid be it enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That no Quaker or reputed Quaker shall by virtue of

this act be qualified or permitted to serve on an}- jury in any of the

courts witliin this province (without taking the oath by law required,

except in civil causes only ; and in such causes such persons shall be
liable to serve as a juror on taking the affirmation aforementioned, and
on refusing to take the same, shall be .subjected to the same fine that

others are, by law, subjected to for not serving as jurors) nor bear any
office in this government where an oath is, by law, required to qualify a

person for the discharge of such office, except in town offices only, and
in such case not to serve as an assessor or collector for any rate or tax
to be made for the support of the minister or ministers in any town, or

for building or repairing of any house for the public worship of God
within the same.
And he it further provided and enacted,

[Sect. 5.] That where one-half or more of the assessors or collect-

ors of any town shall be of the people called Quakers, such of the in-

habitants of said town who arc not Quakers ma}' and shall at the same
meeting at which such assessors or collectors, being Quakers, are chosen,
proceed to the choice of an equal number of other persons who are not
Quakers ; and such assessors or collectors so chosen shall he as fully

qualified by themselves, where the whole number of the first-chosen as-
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scssors arc Quakers, or together with the other assessors who arc not
Qiiakei"s, when an}' such there be, to make rates and taxes for the

settlement and support of the ministry, and for building and repairing

any house or houses for the public worship of God within such town,
and for no other purposes ; and such collector shall be as fully inipow-
ered to collect the same as they, the said assessors and collectors, would
have been had no other assessors or collectors been before chosen : and
any assessor or collector so chosen shall be liable to the same penalty
for refusing to serve in their respective ofBce as he would have been
had he been chosen and refused to serve as assessor or collector of all

the rates and taxes in said town.

[Sect. 6.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of five Limitation,

years from the tenth day of Februar}-, one thousand seven hundred and
fiitj-'Uiue. \_F(.is3ed February 13

; published February 14, ITuU.


