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CHAPTER 33.

AN ACT TO PREVENT DAMAGE BEING DONE ON THE MEADOWS LYING
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF YARMOUTH, CALLED NOBSCUSSETT MEADOW.*

Whereas many persons frequently drive numbers of neat cattle,

horses, sheep and swine to feed upon the beaches and shores adjoining

to Nobscussett meadow, in Yarmouth, between said meadow and the

harbour, wherebj^ the ground is much broken and damnified, and the

sand blown on said meadow and lands adjoining, to the great damage,
not only of private persons, in their property, but also to the said town
in general, so far as relates to said meadow, harbour, and the lands

adjoining,—
Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Representa-

tives,

[Sect. 1.] That from and after the last day of March instant, no
person or persons shall presume to turn or drive any neat cattle, or horse-

kind, or sheep, or swine, to or upon any of the beaches, meadows or

shores at said Nobscussett, south of an east and west line from Fox Hill,

so-called, to the seashore, and so to the extent of the meadows and
beaches aforesaid in said Yarmouth, from the first day of March to the

last of November, annually-, upon the penalty of ten shillings a head for

neat cattle, horses or mares, and one shilling for each sheep and swine,

that shall be turned and found on said beaches, meadows or shores,

within the time and limits aforesaid ; which penalty shall be recovered

by the selectmen or treasurer of the said town of Yarmouth, or any
other person that shall inform and sue for the same : the one half of

the said forfeiture to him or them that shall inform and sue for the

same, the other half to be to and for the use of the poor of the said

town.
Ayid he it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That if any neat cattle, or horse-kind, or sheep, or swine,

shall, at any time hereafter, be found feeding on the said beaches,

meadows or shores, south of an east and west line from Fox Hill to the

seashore aforesaid, that it shall and may be lawful for any person to

impound the same, immediately giving notice to the owners, if known,
otherwise to give publick notice thereof in the said town of Yarmouth
and the two next adjoining towns ; and the impounder shall relieve the

said creatures with suitable meat and water while impounded ; and if

the owner thereof appear, he shall pay the sum of two shillings and
sixpence to the impounder, for each neat beast and horse-kind, and six-

pence for each sheep and swine, and the reasonable costs of relieving

them, besides the pound-keeper's fees. And if no owner appear within

the space of six days to redeem the said cattle or horse-kind, sheep or

swine so impounded, and to pay the costs and damage occasioned by
impounding the same, then and in every such case the person or

persons impounding such cattle or horse-kind, sheep or swine, shall

cause the same to be sold at publick vendue, to pay the costs and
charges arising about the same (public notice of the time and place

of such sale to be given in the said town of Yarmouth forty-eight hours

beforehand), and the overplus, if any there be, arising by such sale, to

be returned to the owner of such cattle or horse-kind, sheep or swine,

at any time within twelve months next after, upon his demanding the

same ; but if no owner appear within the said twelve months, then

* The engrossment of this act being lost, it is here printed from the printed ses-

sions-acts. There are unimportant literal differences between this impression and
that of the edition of temporary acts, of 1763.
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the said overplus shall be one half to the party impounding, and the

other half to the use of the poor of the said town of Yarmouth.
Be it further enacted

^

[Sect. 3.] That the said town of Yarmouth, at their meeting in

March, annually, for the choice of town officers, be authorized and impow-
ered to chuse one or more meet person or persons, whose duty it shall

be to see this act obser\ed, and to prosecute the breakers thereof, and
who shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of their office. And in case

an}' person so chosen shall refuse to be sworn, he shall forfeit and pay,

for the use of the poor of said town of Yarmouth, the sum of fort}'^

shillings ; and upon such refusal said town from time to time to pro-

ceed to a new choice of such officer or officers.

Provided^ nevertheless, arid it is hereby declared,—
[Sect. 4.] That this act shall not be construed so as to restrain

an}^ person or persons on the whaling or fishing business, from turning

their horses on the piece of common near said meadows, in case the}'

confine such horses to the said common.
[Sect. 5.] This act to continue and be in force until the last day

of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and
seventy, and no longer. \_Passed and x)uhUshed March 29, 1760.

CHAPTER 34.

AN ACT FOR REVIVING AND CONTINUING SUNDRY LAWS, THAT ARE
EXPIRED AND NEAR EXPIRING.
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Whereas the several acts hereinafter mentioned, which are now
expired or near expiring, have been found useful and beneficial

;

viz'*^., an act made in the twelfth j'ear of his present majestj-'s

reign, intit[ri]led "An Act to prevent the unnecessary journeying of

the members of the General Court;" an act made in the fourteenth

year of his present majesty's reign, intit[M]led " An Act for explana-

tion of and supplement to the Act referring to the poor, &c." ; an
act made in the fifteenth 3'ear of his present majesty's reign, inti-

t[w]led " An Act to retrench the extraordinary expence at funerals "
;

four acts made in the sixteenth year of his present majestj-'s reign
;

one, intit[?t]led " An Act for making more effectual an act intit[w]led
*• An Act for regulating the militia' "

; another, intit[M]led '-An Act
in addition to the several acts for regulating the assize of cask, and
preventing deceit in the packing of fish, beef and pork for sale";
another, intit[w]led "An Act to prevent gaming for money or other

gain"; the other, intit[w]Ied "An Act to prevent unnecessary law-

suits " ; an act made in the eighteenth year of his present majesty's

reign, intit[it]led "An Act to prevent unnecessary expence in suits at

law"; four acts made in the twentieth 3ear of his present majesty's

reign, one intit[M]lcd " An Act in further addition to an act for high-

ways "
; another, intit[«]led "An Act to prevent the firing of guns

charged with shot[^] or ball in the town of Boston "
; another, intit[M31ed

" An Act more effectually to prevent profane cursing and swearing "
;

the other, intit[M]led "An Act to enable the proprietors of private

ways to repair them in an equal manner "
; an act made in the twent}'-

second year of his present majest3''s reign, intit[it]led "An Act to

prevent damage being done on the beach and meadows in Plymouth,
adjoining to said beach, commonly known b}' the name of Pl3'mouth

Beach" ; an act made in the twent3'-fourth 3ear of his present maj-


