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their becoming bankrupts, were merchants or factors, or had traded in,

or had consignments from, Great Britain, the respective assignees shall

not make any farther distribution until after the commissioners have
again met to receive and examine an}' new claims that shall be offered,

and have determined which of them shall be allowed ; and the commis-
sioners are hereb}' required to give publick notice, in manner as is

directed in said act, of the time and place of their meeting ; which time

of meeting sliall not be less than nine months, nor more than twelve

months, after such notification.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That all attachments made of any estate of such bank-
rupts that hath been transferred pursuant to said act, whether upon
suit against such bankrupts, or against such assignees, or an}- others,

as factors, or agents, or trustees, of such bankrupts, shall be and
hereby are declared void ; and accordingl}^ shall, upon the same being

shewed to the court before whom they are or shall be depending, be
dismissed.

Ayid lohereas it would be verj' severe and distressing to those bank-
rupts, who, instead of absconding, and defrauding their creditors of

their estates b}- private trusts and concealments, have conformed to

said act, and delivered up all they had, in expectation of the benefit

of the same act, if their future acquisitions, and bodies, should still

remain liable to such creditors ; and as it is improbable that, under

such confinements or discouragements, such bankrupts will ever acquire

any estate wherewith to make any further pa^^ments to such creditors,

or be useful to the publick,

—

Be it therefore enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That a like certificate with that mentioned in the act

aforesaid, and so obtained, signed and allowed as is therein required,

shall be as effectual, and in the same manner avail any bankrupt to

whom it shall be given, as if the same had been obtained while said

act was in force.

Provided, nevertheless,—
[Sect. 5.] This act shall not be construed to extend to any case

wherein the bankrupt did not surrender himself, and deliver up his

effects, before the determination of said act. \_Passed and published

December 24.*

CHAPTER 17.

AN ACT FOR ALLOWING NECESSARY SUPPLIES TO THE EASTERN
INDIANS, AND FOR REGULATING TRADE WITH THEM AND PRE-
VENTING ABUSES THEREIN.
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"Whereas the Indians in the eastern parts of this proAince, have many
3'ears since recognized their subjection and obedience to the crown of

Great Britain, and have their depend [e] [a] uce upon this government
for supplies of cloathing, provisions, and other necessar[3'J| ?'e]s : to the

intent, therefore, that the}' may be furnished with the same at such easy

rates as may engage them to a firm adherence to his majesty's inter-

est,

—

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Pepresenta-

tives,

[Sect. 1.] That provisions, cloathing and other suitable sup-

pl[y][ie3s for a trade with the Indians, be procured with the several

* Signed January 31, according to the record.
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sums that have been, now are, or shall hereafter be granted for that

purpose b}' the general court, and appl[y][j]ed, from time to time, for

supph'ing the said Indians as aforesaid, b3' such person or persons as

shall be annually* chosen b}^ this court, who shall proceed according to

the instructions the}' shall receive from this court, or from the com-
mander-in-chief for the time being, b}' and with the advice of the coun-

cil, on an}' emergency in the recess of this court : provided such

instructions and directions be consist [a] [e]nt witli such instructions

as are or ma}- be given by the general court ; and all supplies of cloath-

ing, provisions and other necessaries shall be lodged at such places

in the eastern parts of this province, and elsewhere, as the general

court have or may hereafter order.

Ayid be it farther enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That a suitable person be appointed by this court for

each of the places where an}- of the goods aforesaid are lodged, as

truck-masters for the management of the trade with the Indians ; and
to be paid for his service such sum or sums as this court shall judge
reasonable for his allowance in said capacity ; and in case of the death

or removal of any one or more of said truck-masters by mismanag[e]-
ment of said trust, during the recess of the court, another shall be put
in his room by the commander-in-chief, with the advice of the council

;

which truck-masters shall be under oath, and give sufficient security to

the province treasurer for the faithful [1] discharge of their office, and
shall observe the instructions which, from time to time, shall be given

them, and shall not trade for themselves, only in the capacity of a truck-

master, with the Indians, or any other person or persons ; neither may
any officer or soldier, residing at or within any of the truck-houses,

or any other person in the pay of this government, either on account of

themselves, or any other person or persons, presume to trade with the

Indians, on board any ship or vessel[l] or transport, in those parts,

for any of the aforementioned goods ; nor shall it be lawful[l] for

any other person or persons to sell, truck, barter or exchange with any
Indian or Indians, any strong beer, cyder, wine, rum, brandy or any
otlier strong liquor, cloathing, or any other thing whatsoever the

Indians may want, on penalty of forty shillings, or six months' impris-

onment for each and every offence above mentioned.
And he it farther enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the said truck-masters shall sell the goods to the

Indians at the prices set in the invoices sent them from time to time

by the commissary, which shall be the same which he gave for the

goods in the town of Boston, with a reasonable advance thereon, suffi-

cient to pay the charge of transportation and all other charges arising

thereon ; and shall allow the Indians, for their fur[r]s and other peltry,

as the market shall be at Boston, according to their several quali-

t[y][?'e]s, by the latest advices that they shall receive from the said

officer, who shall send the prices to the several truck-masters at least

twice in a year ; viz [']., every spring and fall; and the truck-masters

may supply the Indians with rum in moderate quantities, as they shall,

in prudence, judge convenient and necessary.

[.Sect. 4.] And in case any of the truck-masters shall presume to

sell any goods at higher rates than they are set at by the government,
or shall charge to the government more for any fur[r]s or other goods
than they allowed the Indians therefor, such truck-masters, being con-

victed thereof, shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred pounds,
and shall thenceforth be altogether disabled to hold or exercise any
office within this government ; and the more effectually to prevent or

detect any such pernicious practi[s][c]es, each and every truck-mas-

ter, when and so often as he shall settle and adjust his account with the
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said officer appointed by this court for supptying the Indians, shall

make oath before the said officer, who is hereby authorized and ap-
pointed to administer the same, in manner following ; viz['].,

—

You, A. B., do swear that the goods committed to you for the supply of the
Indians, have beeu sold at no higher rates than they were set at by the gov-
ernment, and that you have charged for the fur[r]s and goods you have made
returns of, no more than you have paid the Indians for them. So help you
God.

And for the better discovery of such ill-disposed persons, who,
thro['][Mg'7i] greediness of filthy lucre, and regardless of the publick
good, shall privat[e]l3^ sell or deliver an}- sort of strong drink to any
Indian or Indians, of which it is difficult to obtain pos[s]itive evidence,
other than the accusation of such Indian or Indians,

—

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 5.] That the accusation and affirmation of an}' Indian or
Indians, the accuser and accused being brought face to face at the

Indians contrary time of trial, shall be accounted and held to be a legal conviction of
the persons accused of giving, selling, or delivering wine, or any other
strong drink or liquors to such Indian or Indians, unless the person
accused shall acquit himself, upon oath, which the court, in all such
cases, are hereby impow[e]red to administer in the form following;

viz ['].,-

You, A. B., do swear that neither yourself, nor any other by your order,
general or particular assent, privity, knowledge or allowance, directly or indi-

rectly, did give, sell or deliver any wine, cyder, rum or other strong liquors
or drink, by what name or names soever called or known, unto the Indian by
whom and whereof you are now accused. So help you God.

And he it further enacted,

[Sect. 6.] That upon the complaint or infonnation of any other
person for the breach of this law, there being such circumstances as
render it highly probable, in the judgment of the justice before whom
the trial is, that the person complained of is guilty of the breach of the
said act ; then and in every such case, unless the defendant shall acquit
himself upon oath, as aforesaid, to be administred to him by the jus-

tice before whom the trial shall be, the same shall be accounted a legal

conviction of the defendant's giving, selling, or delivering of wine or

other strong liquors, of which he or they shall be accused, and he
or the}' shall pay and suffer the penalty already b}* this act provided

;

but in case the defendant shall acquit himself upon oath, to be admin-
istred to him as aforesaid, that then he shall recover against the com-
plainant double his cost occasioned by such prosecution.

And he it further enacted,

[Sect. 7.] That upon the accusation of an Indian, or complaint of
any other person, to any of his majesty's justices of the peace within
this province, against any person for selling, giving or delivering any
wine, rum or other strong liquors, to any Indian, contraiy to the true

intent and meaning of this act, the justice may tender to the person
accused or complained of, the aforesaid oath, unless there be such other
circumstances concurring as render it highly probable, in the opinion
of the justice, that the person accused is guilty, which, if he refuses to

take, he shall bind him in a bond of recognizance, not exceeding one
hundred pounds, with suret[,y] \_ies~\, to answer the same at the court of
general sessions of the peace next to be held in the county where the
offence is committed ; but if the person accused shall acquit himself
upon oath, as aforesaid, the justice shall dismiss the person, and allow

him double his cost, against the complainant^ occasioned bj- such prose-

cution
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And he it further enacted,

[Sect. 8.] That, if any person or persons shall hereafter be con-

victed of false swearing in any ease in this act mentioned, he or they

shall be liable to the same pains and penalties as is already by law
provided against wilful [1] perjury.

[Sect. 9.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of

three 3-ears from the publication thereof, and no longer. \Passed
January 30 ;* published January 31, 1761.
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CHAPTEK 18.

AN ACT FOE. GRANTING UNTO HIS MAJESTY SEVERAL RATES AND
DUTIES OF IMPOST AND TUNNAGE OF SHIPPING.

We, his majesty's most dutiful and loj^al subjects, the representa- Preamble,

tives of the province of the Massachusetts Bay, in New England, being
desirous of lessening the publick debts, have chearfully and unani-

mously given and granted, and do give and grant, to his most excellent

majest}-, for the service of this province, as thej' shall hereafter appl}' it,

the several duties of impost upon all liquors, wares, goods and mer-
chandize that shall be imported into this province, and tunnage of
shipping, hereafter mentioned ; and pray that it may be enacted,

—

And he it accordingly enacted hy the Governo{}x\r, Council and
House of Representatives,

[Sect. 1.] That from and after the twenty-fifth da}" of March, one Rates of impojt-

thousand seven hundred and sixty-one, to the twenty-sixth day of

March, one thousand seven hundred and sixty-two, there shall be paid

b}' the importers of all wines, rum and other liquors, goods, wares and
merchandize that shall be imported into this province by any of the in-

habitants thereof (except what is by this act hereafter exempted) , the

several duties of impost following ; viz'^'^.,

—

For every pipe of wine of every sort, ten sliillings.

For every hogshead of rum containing one hundred gallons, eight

shillings.

For every hogshead of sugar, fourpence.

For every hogshead of molasses, fourpence.

For every hogshead of tobacco, ten shillings.

For every pound of tea that shall be imported from any of his maj-

esty's plantations in America, one shilling.

— And so, proportionably, for a greater or less quantity.

And for all other commodities, goods or merchandize not mentioned
or not excepted, fourpence for every twenty shillings value : except-

ing such goods as are the product or manufacture of Great Britain,

[Sect. 2.] And for any of the above-mentioned liquors, goods,

wares and merchandize (excepting tea, which shall pay only one
shilling) , that shall be imported into this province by any of the in-

habitants of the other provinces or colonies on this continent, or of

the English West-India Islands, in any ship or vessel to them belong-

ing, on the proper account of any of the said inhabitants of the said

provinces, colonies or islands, there shall be paid by the importers double

the impost laid by this act : provided, always, that eveiy thing which Provlflo.

is the growth or produce of the provinces or colonies aforesaid (to-

bacco and bar-iron excepted), and all provisions, salt, cotton-wool, pig-

iron, mahogonj', brazilleto, black-walnut, lignum-vit[ee][ce], red-cedar,

* Signed January 31, according to the record.
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