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CHAPTEE 24.

AN ACT FOR ENQUIRING INTO THE RATEABLE ESTATES OF THIS
PROVINCE.

Preamble.
1756-57, chap.
40.
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1761.

Asseesor's oath.

By whom to be
administered.

Whereas the rateable estates of the several towns and districts in

this province are much altered since the last valuation,

—

Be it enacted hy the Governor^ Council and House of Representatives,

[Sect. 1.] That the assessors of each town and district within this

province, chosen for the j-ear one thousand seven hundred and sist}',

shall, on oath, take and lodge in the secretaiy's office, by the first day
of June next, a true and perfect list, according to their best skill and
understanding, agre[e]able to a list settled by the general court and
recorded in the secretaiy's office (a printed copy of which list shall be,

b}' the treasurer of the province, sent to the clerk of each town and
d[e][i]strict therein), containing an account of all male pol[/][e]s of

sixteen years old and upwards, whether at home or abroad, distinguish-

ing such as are exempt from rates ; and of all rateable estate, both real

and personal, lying within or adjacent to their respective towns and
districts, and b}' whom occup[y][i]ed, and what each person's real

estate may rent for by the 3'ear, taking one jxar with another
;
particu-

larly mentioning dwelling-houses and land, stil[/] -houses, warehouses,

wharves, grist-mills, fulling-mills, saw-mills, iron-works and furnaces

;

and what each of said estates may rent for by the year, in the judg-
ment of said assessors, without consideration of repairs ; and of all In-

dian, negro or molatto servants for life, from fourteen to fort^'-five 3'ears

of age ; and the number of tons of vessel [l]s of cveiy kind, upwards
of ten tons' burthen (to be given in, in carpenters tonnage), whether
at home or abroad ; and each person's whole stock in trade, including

all goods, wares and merchandize, hj them, of their own property', also

including those in their hands by factorage ; and mone^' at interest which
any person has more than he pa3'S interest for ; and also of all horses,

oxen, cows, goats, sheep and swine, at the respective ages set in said

list ; and said assessors, in taking said valuation, shall distinguish the

different improvements of land, and return their list in the following

manner : the number of acres of pasture, the number of acres of tillage-

land, the number of acres of orchard, the number of aci-es of salt

mar[i]sh, and the number of acres of fresh, and EngUsh mowing-land
;

and also what stock each pasture is ordinarily- capable of feeding, and

what quantity of produce the said tillage, mowing, and orchard, land

3-early affords, taking one year with another : excepting that the gov-

ernor, lieut[e?ian^]-governor, president, fellows, professors, tutors and

students of Harvard College, settled ministers, and gramm[e] [a]r-

school masters, with their families, for their polls, and for their estates

in their own actual improvement, shall be exempted out of this act

;

and said assessors, before they enter on this work, shall take the follow-

ing oath ; viz"^'^.,

—

You, A. B., being chosen an assessor for the town of B., for the year one
thousand seven hundred and sixty, do swear that you will faitlifully and im-
partially, according to your best skill and judgment, do and perform the whole
duty of an assessor, as dhected and enjoined by an act of this province made
in the present year, intit[M]led " An Act for enquu'ing into the rateable estates

of the province," without iavo[u]r or prejudice. So help you God.

— which oath, in such towns or districts where no justice of the peace
dwells, shall be administred b^^ the town or district clerk, who is here-

by impow[e]red and directed to administer the same, on penalty often
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pounds ; and eveiy assessor who shall have been chosen b}' an}- town
or district, in the jeiiv one thousand seven hundred and sLsty, and
accepted such choice, that shall refuse to take such oath, shall forfeit Penalty for

and pa}' the sum of fort}' pounds ; or, taking the same, shall neglect or °®gi®<""

refuse to do the duty required by this act, or shall anyways act deceit-

fully therein, shall, for each of these offences, forfeit and pay a fine of
fifty pounds.

[Sect. 2.] And every person not necessarily out of the province ; Persons to give

viz^'^., on and from the twentieth day of April next, to the first day of assessors on^
June next (in which cases they shall be doomed by the assessors as is oath,

hereafter expressed), refusing or neglecting to give such assessor or

assessors, in writing, and on oath (which the assessors respectively are

impow[e]red and required to administer), a true account of his rate-

able estate, improvements and rents, agre[e]able to the true intent of
this act, shall be doomed by the assessors according to their best skill

and judgment ; and shall, for each offence, forfeit and pay the sum of
fifty pounds : which oath shall be in the following form ; y\z^^^. ,

—

You, C. T>., do swear that the account now exhibited by you is, to the best Form of the

o£ your knowledge and judgment, a full account of all your rateables, agre[e]a- °^^^'

ble to the list now exhibited to you. So help you God.

•

—

and every assessor shall be allowed, out of the treasury of his re-

spective town or district, the sum of four shillings for every day he
shall be necessarily employed in doing the duty enjo[y][i]ned by this

act.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the assessors of each town and district in this

province, for the year one thousand seven hundred and sixty, shall, by
the abovesaid first day of June next, transmit to the secretary's office

a true and perfect copy, on oath, of the list and valuation of estates

by which they made the taxes in their particular towns and districts

for that year, and also a true copy of the province tax made by such
list and valuation ; on penalty that each assessor neglecting his duty
therein shall forfeit and pay twenty pounds.
And be it farther enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That if, in any of the towns and districts aforesaid, it so
happens that any of the assessors, for the year one thousand seven
hundred and sixty, be dead or removed, in that case the remaining
part of said assessors shall, and are hereby impow[e]red to, act in all

cases touching the valuation aforesaid, as fully as if there had been no
such death or removal.

[Sect. 5.] And all fines and forfeitures arising by this act may be
recovered by action or information, in any of his majesty's courts within

this province proper to try the same ; and shall be applied, one third,

to him or them that shall inform or sue for the same, and the other

two thirds, to his majesty to and for the use of this government.
And whereas it may happen that some rateable estate, by shifting

hands, may be liable to be given in twice to the assessors, or not given
in at all,

—

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 6.] That every person in each town and district within this

province, in giving in to the assessors a list of his rateables, shall esti-

mate such rateable estate, agi-e[e]able to this act, as he is possessed
of on the twentieth day of April next. [^Passed and published Jan-
uary 31, 1761.
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