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reasonable excuses, to the acceptance of the court or justice before

whom they shall be tried.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That all offences against this or the before-mentioned
act, ma}' be heard and determined before an}' of his majesty's justices

of the peace, in their respective counties, where the fine does not exceed
the sum of forty shillings.

[Sect. 3.] All fines and forfeitures arising by this or by the before-

mentioned act, and not therein otherwise disposed of, shall be ap-

pl[y][t]ed towards the support of the poor in the town or district

where the oflfence shall be committed. [^Passed April 18
;
published

April 21, 1761.
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CHAPTEE 30.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT MADE AND PASSED IN THE LAST
SESSION OF THIS COURT, INTIT[f7]LED "AN ACT FOR ENQUIRING
INTO THE RATEABLE ESTATES OF THIS PROVINCE."

Whereas, in and by the said act, the time set for giving in to the

assessors an account of the rateable estates, improvements, and rents,

any person is possessed of, as in and by said act is provided, is the first

day of June next, and no person can, by said act, be doomed by the

assessors, who shall neglect or refuse to give in such account until that

date is expired, which may introduce great difficulty, and unnecessary
loss of time, in compleating this aff"air ; for remedy of which,

—

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Representa-
tives,

[Sect. 1.] That the time for giving in to the assessors such an
account of the rateable estates, improvements, and rents, as in the

aforesaid act is provided, shall be and hereby is limited to the twenti-

eth day of May next ; and ever}' person required, by said act, to give in

such account, that shall refuse or neglect to do it at or before the said

twentieth day of May, may be immediately doomed by the assessors,

and shall, also, be liable to the same fines and forfeitures, for such re-

fusal or neglect, as is provided, by the said act, for not giving in such
account by the first day of June ; any thing in said act to the contrary

notwithstanding.

And whereas it is provided, by said act, that all persons shall give in

to the assessors an account of the rents of such their estates as are not

under their actual improvement, and are rented out, but no column is

provided, in the printed lists referred to in said act, for entering such
rents,

—

Be it therefore further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That it shall be in the power of the assessors, in the

respective towns within this province, who are, by law, to take the

account of such rents, and they are hereby directed, to add to the said

printed lists a column wherein to enter such rents, before the oath is

administred to any person giving in their account as abovosaid.

And ivhereas there may be persons in one town or county, owning
and improving real or personal estate in another town or county, for

whom it will be very inconvenient to exhibit their lists of such estate

to the assessors of the town or district wherein such estate lies,

—

Be it enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the persons aforesaid shall not be obliged to

appear before such assessors, but shall be and hereby are allowed to
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transmit their lists to said assessors : provided that such lists shall be

sworn to before some jnstiee of the peace, and shall be delivered to

such assessors on or before the aforesaid twentieth day of May next.

And whereas it is further provided, in said act, that each person's

whole stock in trade shall be given in to the assessors, and some doubt

hath arisen whether book-debts, and money not at interest, is intended

thereb}^ ; for the resolving of which doubt,

—

Be it enacted^

[Sect. 4.] That book-debts, and money not at interest, are not in-

tended by the words " trading stock," in said act. [^Passed April 18 ;

published April 21, 1761.

CHAPTEE 31.
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AN ACT TO PREVENT THE DESTRUCTION OF SHEEP, BY HUNTING WITH
UNRULY DOGS, IN THE TOWNS OF PLYMOUTH AND SANDWICH.

Whereas great numbers of sheep and lambs have, of late j'ears, been
worried, wounded and destroyed in the towns of Plymouth and Sand-

wich, in the counties of Plymouth and Barnstable, to the great loss

and damage of the owners, supposed to be occasioned principally by
hunting, there practiced, with blood-hounds, and other mischievous

dogs, at that season of the 3-ear wherein sheep do usually feed in the

woods ; and whereas application has been made to this court for rem-

edy against the aforesaid mischiefs and inconveniencies,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Rep-
resentatives,

[Sect. 1.] That, from and after the first day of May next, during

the continuance of this act, no person, whosoever, may presume to use

or exercise hunting with any dog or dogs, hound or hounds, within the

limits of the said towns of Plymouth and Sandwich, at an}' time of the

3'ear ; and each and every person who shall be convicted of an^- viola-

tion of this act, before any justice of the peace in the same counties,

shall, for the first oflence, forfeit and pay the sum of twenty shillings,

and for the second, and eveiy after, offence, the sum of forty shillings,

— one moiet}' thereof to be to the informer, and the other moiety to

the use of the poor of the town where such oflfence shall be committed,
— and shall be further liable to pay reasonable damages to the person

or persons whose sheep or lambs ma}' bo torn or destro3''ed thereby.

[Sect. 2.] And in case such offence be committed b}' any appren-

tice, or person under age, not having of their own to satisf}' the law,

and their parents or masters refuse or neglect to pay the fine imposed,

the justice before whom the conviction shall be, may commit such offend-

er to the common goal, of the county where the offence was committed
and the cause was heard and tried, there to remain until the same shall

be paid ; and the party injured shall have his remedy, at law, to recover

his damages of the parent or master of such child or apprentice, upon
action brought for the same.

[Sect. 3.] Tliis act to continue and be in force from the first day
of May next, to the first day of Ma}', anno Domini one thousand seven

hundred and sixty-two, and from thence to the end of the then next

session of the general court, and no longer. [^Passed and published

April 21, 1761.


