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CHAPTER 11.

AN ACT TO PREVENT THE UNNECESSARY DESTRUCTION OF THE FISH
CALLED ALEWIVES, IN THE TOWN OF HINGHAM, IN THE COUNTY
OF SUFFOLK, AND TO ENABLE THE SAID TOWN TO REGULATE AND
ORDER THE TAKING AND DISPOSING THE SAME.

"Whereas the said town of Hingham has been at great expence in

purchasing and opening a water-passage, for the tlsh called alewives,

from the sea, into the pond called Accord Pond, being whoUj^ within

the bounds of the said town, and it appears just that the sole ordering,

taking, and disposing the fish, when taken, should be vested in the said

town ; to which purpose,

—

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Representa-

tives,

[Sect. 1.] That from and after the first da}' of August next, and

during the continuance of this act, it shall and may be lawful [1] for

the inhabitants of the said town of Ilingham, at a meeting regularly

assembled for that purpose, from time to time, to order and determine

how and in what manner, by whom, and at what place or places, time

or times, the fish may be taken within the river aforesaid, and how
they shall be disposed of; and shall cause a copy of said order, attested

by the town clerk, to be posted up in four pubhc[k] places in said

town ; whereto all persons shall conform themselves, on penalty of

twenty shillings for each offence, to be paid by the offender or off'end-

ers, and, upon his or their refusal, the offender to be committed to the

common goal of the said county, there to remain not exceeding five

days : and all fines and forfeitures arising by this act, to be recovered

b}'" action, bill, plaint or information, before any authority proper to

try[e] the same ; and the fines so recovered to be apply'd, one moiety

to the use of the poor of said town of Ilingham, the other half to him

or them that shall sue for the same.

And lohereas the riA-er aforesaid is of great extent, and considerable

part of the banks thereof covered with thick wood, and so obscured as

that persons may frequently off'end against this act without being dis-

covered, and so'the good designs of it defeated, unless special provis-

ion be made therefor,

—

Be it therefore enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That the manner, rules and methods of conviction of

the offenders against this act, be the same as are directed and pro-

vided in and by an act, made in the twelfth year of the reign of King

George the First, intituled " An Act in addition to, and for rendering

more effectual, an act made in the tenth year of the reign of King

William the Third, intituled 'An Act for preventing trespass.'
"

[Sect. 3.] This act to be in force for the space of three years from

the first day of August next, and from thence to the end of the next

session of the general court, and no longer. \_Passed July 3 ;
* pub-

lished July 11.

* Signed July 11, according to the record.
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