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ascertaining the rates at which coined silver and gold, English halfpence and
'

farthings, may pass within this government," and according to the rates therein

mentioned, with interest, annually, at six per cent.

Witness my hand. H. G., Treasurer.
A. B.,)

C. D., >- Committee.
E. F,)

—^which form, except as is hereafter provided, shall be printed upon To be stamped,

the most suitable paper that can be provided by the treasurer, and a

suitable border round the same,—with the words "Province of the

Massachusetts Ba}"," the word "Committee," and the words "Wit-
ness my hand,"—shall be struck off from a copper-plate, which the

treasurer likewise is hereby directed and impowered to procure : and
each blank, before it be filled up, shall be stamped, in some convenient

part of it, with a stamp of a new form, to be procured by the treasurer

for that purpose.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That a committee of three shall be appointed by the Committee to

general court, who shall sign all the blanks, at the left hand, as in the
treasurer.****

form aforesaid is prescribed, before the treasurer fills them up ; and
the said treasurer and said committee are also impowered and directed

to dispose of the custody of said copper-plate, and stamp, in such man-
ner as in their discretion shall api^ear most likely to prevent any frauds

or counterfeits ; and the said committee, and all persons to be emploj'ed

in the printing, engraving or stamping of said blanks, shall be under
oath to the faithful discharge of their respective trusts. [^Passed Jan-
uary 31 ;

* published February 15, 1762.

CHAPTER 23.

AN ACT TO SUPPLY THE TREASURY WITH THE SUM OF TWENTY-
FIVE THOUSAND POUNDS.

Whereas there is no provision made by this court to pay oflf the Preamble,

forces employed by this government for their services in the year one
thousand seven hundred and sixtj'-one, under the command of General
Amherst,

—

Be it enacted by the (xOwrno[u]r, Council and House of Represen-

tatives,

[Sect. 1.] That the treasurer be and he hereby is directed and Treasurer em-

[e][i]mpow[e]red to borrow, from such person or persons as shall be row £25,000!'°'''

willing to lend the same, a sum not exceeding twenty-five thousand

pounds, in mill'd dollars at six shillings each, or in coined silver and
gold at the rate mentioned in an act of this province made and passed

in the twent^'-third year of his late majesty George the Second, inti-

t[M]led " An Act for ascertaining the rates at whi<,'li coined silver and 1749-50, chap,

gold, and English halfpence and farthings, ma}' pass within this gov- ^^'

ernment."
And for the sum so borrowed, the treasurer shall give his receipts or

obligations in the form following; viz^'^. ,

—

Province of the Massachusetts Bay, the day of , A.D. . Formoftreas-

Borrowed and received of the stun of , for the use urer's receipt,

and service of the province of the Massachusetts Bay ; and, in behalf of said

* Signed March 6, according to the record.
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To l>e stamped.

Committee to
Bign with the
treasurer.

Money bor-
rowed, bow to

be applied.

Tax of £30,000,
granted in 1764.

Rule for appor-
tioning the tax,
in case no tax
act shall be
agreed on.

province, I do hereby promise and oblige myself and successors in the office of
treasurer to repay to the said or to his order, on the twentieth

day of June, A.D. one thousand seven hundred and sixty-five, the aforesaid

sum of , in Spanish mill'd dollars at six shillings each, or in the

several species of coin'd silver and gold enumerated in an act, made and passed
in the twenty-third year of his late majesty King George the Second, inti-

t[w]led " An Act for ascertaining the rates at which coined silver and gold,

English haKpeuce and farthings, may pass within this government," and ac-

cording to the rates therein mentioned, with interest, annually, at six per cent.

Witness my hand. H. G., Treasurer.
A.B.,;^
C. D., > Committee.
E. F.,)

—and no receipt shall be given for less than six pounds ; which form,

excepting as is hereafter provided, shall be printed upon tlie most
suitable paper that can be procured by the treasurer ; and a suitable

border round the same, also the words "Province of the Massachu-
setts Bay," the word "Committee," and the words "Witness my
hand," shall be struck off from a copper-plate, which the treasurer like-

wise is empowered to i^rocure : and each blank, before it is filled up,

shall be stampt with a stamp, of a new form, to be procured bj^ the treas-

urer for that purpose.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That a committee of three shall be appointed b}^ the

general court, who shall sign all the blanks, at the left hand, as in the

form aforesaid is prescribed, before the treasurer fill them up ; and
the said treasurer and said committee are also [e][t]mpowered and di-

rected to dispose of the custod}' of said copper-plate, and stamp, in such

manner as in their discretion shall appear most likely to prevent any
frauds or counterfeits ; and the said committee, and all persons to be
employed in the printing, engi'aving or stamping of[f] said blanks,

shall be under oath to the faithful discharge of their respective trusts.

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the monies borrowed by the treasui'er, b}' virtue of

this act, shall be appl[i][y]ed for the payment of the forces employed
bj' this government in the year one thousand seven hundred and sixty-

one, and drawn out of the publie[k] treasury, by warrant from the

governo[u]r, with advice of council, upon the appropriation for the

campaign in the j'ear one thousand seven hundred and sixty-one.

And in order to draw said raonej' into the treasury again, and enable

the treasurer effectually to discharge the receipts and obligations (with

the interest that may be due thereon) by him given in pursuance of

this act,

—

Be it enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That there be and hereby is granted unto his most ex-

cellent majesty a tax of thirty thousand pounds, to be levied on [the]

polls, and estate both real and personal, within this province, accord-

ing to such rules and in such proportions on the several towns and dis-

tricts w'ithin this province, as shall be agreed on and ordered by the

general court or assembly at their sessions in May, one thousand seven

hundred and sixt3'-four, and to be paid into the publick treasury on or

before the last day of March then next after.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 5.] That if the general court, at their sessions in May, one
thousand seven hundred and sixty-four, and sometime before the twen-
tieth day of June in said year, shall not agi'ee and conclude upon an
act apportioning the sums which, b}- this act, are engaged to be in said

3'ear apportioned, assessed and levied, then and in such case, each
town and district within this province shall pay, by a tax to be Ica icd
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on the polls, and estates both real and personal, within their limits, the

same proportion of the said sum as the said towns and districts were
taxed b}^ the general court in the tax act then last preceeding.

[Sect. 6.] And the province treasurer is hereby fully [e][j]mpow-
ered and directed, sometime in said month of June, in the same j'ear,

one thousand seven hundred and sixt^^-four, to issue and send forth

his warrants, directed to the assessors or selectmen of each town and
district within this province, requiring them to assess the polls, and
estates both real and personal, within their several towns and districts,

for their respective parts and proportions of the sums before directed

and engaged to be assessed, to be paid into the treasury on the afore-

mentioned time; and the assessors, as also persons assessed, shall

observe, be governed by, and subject to, all such rules and directions as

shall have been given in the last preceeding tax act ; and the secretary'

to whom it belongs to keep the muster-rolls and accounts of charge,

shall lay before the house of representatives, when they direct, such
muster-rolls and accounts, after pa3-ment thereof.

Provided, always,—
[Sect. 7. J That the remainder of the sum which shall be brought Proviso,

into the treasury by the taxes ordered by this act to be assessed and
levied, over and above what shall be sufficient to discharge the notes
and obligations aforesaid, shall be and remain as a stock in the treas-

ury, to be applied as the general court of this province shall hereafter

order, and to no other purpose whatsoever. [^Passed January 29 ;

*

published February 15, 1762.

CHAPTER 24.

AN ACT FOR GRANTING UNTO HIS MAJESTY AN EXCISE UPON SPIRITS
DISTILLED, AND WINE, AND UPON LIMES, LEMMONS AND ORANGES.

We, his majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, the representa- Preamble,

lives of the province of the Massachusetts Bay, in general court assem-
bled, being desirous of lessening the present debt of the province, have
chearfull}' and unanimousl}' granted, and do hereby give and grant
unto his most excellent majesty, for the end and use above mentioned,
and for no other use, an excise upon all rum, and other spirits distilled,

and upon all wines whatsoever, and upon lemmons, limes and oranges,
to be raised, levied and collected, and paid in manner and form fol-

lowing :

—

And be it accordingly enacted by the Oovernor, Council and House of
Pejjresentati ves

,

[Sect. 1.] That from and after the twenty-fifth day of March, one Time of this

thousand seven hundred and sixty-two, and until the twent^'-sixth day ance."""''"'^"

of March, one thousand seven hundred and sixty-five, ever}' person
already licen[s][o]ed, or that shall be hereafter licen[s][c]ed, to retail

rum or other spirits distilled, or wine, shall pay the duties following:

—

For every gallon of rum and spirits distilled, eightpence.

For every gallon of wine, of everj' sort, twelvepence.
For ever}' hundred of lemmons or oranges used and consumed in

making punch, or otherwise for sale by taverners and innholders only,
eight shillings.

For every hundred of limes used and consumed in making punch, or Accounutobe
taken.

* Signed March 6, 1762, according to the record.


