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Gold and silver

coin made a
tender.

English halfpence and farthings, may pass within this government,"

are a legal tender,

—

Be it therefore enacted and declared by the Governor^ Council and
House of Representatives^

That the several gold and silver coins, in the said act specified, at

the rates in the said act mentioned, are and shall be lawful money of

this province, and a legal tender in all payments, publick and private
;

and all judgments shall be entered up in lawful money, without any

abatement, rebatement or allowance by reason of the varj'ing prices

of gold or silver bullion : provided, that a Johannes, or gold coin of

Portugal, mentioned in the said act, shall not weigh less than eighteen

pennyweight ten grains ; an half-johannes, not less than nine penn}'-

weight and five grains ; a moidore, not less than six pennyweight twen-

ty-two grains and one-quarter of a grain ; and a guinea, not less than

five pennyweight nine grains ; and that such of the said coins which
shall fall short of the respective weights aforesaid shall, nevertheless,

be accounted a tender, with an allowance for such deficiency at the

rate of gold at twopence halfpenny per grain. \_Passed February 8,*

1762.

CHAPTEK 29.

AN ACT FOR THE BETTER SECURING THE POSSESSORS OF THE PROV-
INCE TREASURER'S NOTES, BY ENABLING THE PROVINCE TREAS-
URER TO GIVE NEW RECEIPTS OR OBLIGATIONS IN LIEU OF SUCH
NOTES AS ARE NOW EXTANT.

Preamble.

Form of the
new notea.

1749-50, chap. 19.

Whereas the treasurer of this province hath been impowered and
directed, b}- several acts, to borrow large sums of money for the use

of the province, and to give his receipts or obligations for the paj'-

ment of the same, man}' of which receipts and obligations are now
outstanding and unpaid ; and divers frauds and deceits have been put

upon several persons, by forging and counterfeiting said receipts and
obhgations, tendering in payment, uttering and exchanging, such

forged and counterfeit receipts and obligations, to the prejudice of the

publick credit,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and House of
Jiepresentatives

,

[Sect. 1.] That all receipts, notes, or obligations, hereafter to be

given by the treasurer of this province, by virtue of this or any other

act now in force, for money borrowed, or to be borrowed, for the use of

the province, shall be in the form following ; viz.,

—

day of A.D.Province of the Massachusetts Bay, the

Borrowed and received of the sum of , for the use and ser-

vice of the province of the Massachusetts Bay; and, in behalf of said province,

I do hereby promise and oblige myself and successors m the office of treasui'er

to repay to the said or to his order, the day of
,

A.D. , the aforesaid sum of , in Spanish mill'd dollars at six

shillings each, or in the several species of coined silver and gold enumerated
in an act made and passed in the twenty-third year of his late majesty King
George the Second, intituled " An Act for ascertaining the rates at which
coined silver and gold, English halfpence and farthings, may pass within the

government,"— and according to the rates therem mentioned, with interest

annually, at six per cent.

Witness my hand. H. G., Treasurer.

A. B.,)
C. D., )- Committee.
E. F.,)

* Signed March 6, according to the record.
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—which form, except as is hereafter provided, shall be printed upon
the most suitable paper that can, from time to time, be provided by the

treasurer ; and a suitable border round the same, and also the words
" Pro\^nce of the Massachusetts Bay," the word "Committee," and
the words " Witness my hand," shall be struck off from a copper-plate,

which the treasurer likewise is impowered and directed to procure

:

and each blank, before it is filled up, shall be stamped, in some con-

venient part of it, with a stamp, of a new form, to be procured by the

treasurer for that purpose.

And be it farther enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That a committee of three shall, from time to time, be

appointed b}' the general court, who shall sign all the blanks, at the

left hand, as in the form aforesaid is prescribed, before the treasurer

fill them up ; and the said treasurer and the said committee are also

impowered and directed to dispose of the custodj' of said copper-plate,

and stamp, in such manner as in their discretion shall appear most
likely to prevent any frauds or counterfeits ; and the said committee,

and all persons to be employed in the printing, engraving or stamping

of said blanks, shall be under oath to the faithful discharge of their

respective trusts.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the treasurer be and he is hereby impowered and
directed, upon the request of the possessor or possessors of any of his

receipts or obhgations, for money borrowed for the use of the province,

which are now outstanding, and not payable at the time of such re-

quests, to take such receipts and obligations up, and to give the

possessor or possessors, in lieu thereof, new receipts or obligations for

such sum or sums as are contained in the receipts or obligations so

taken up ; or shall give one new receipt for any such number of old

ones as the possessor shall request to have in one new receipt or obli-

gation, taking care to pay the interest up to the time of exchanging

such old receipts or obligations ; which new receipts or obligations

shall be made payable at the same periods with those taken up : pro-

vided none of said new receipts be for less than six pounds ; and all

the funds established or appropriated, bj' any act or acts of this prov-

ince, for the redemption and payment of an}- such old receipts or ob-

ligations, are hereby' confirmed, and shall remain estabUshed and
appropriated to the redemption and payment of the new receipts and
obligations to be given in the form prescribed b}' this act ; and such

new receipts and obligations shall, to all intents and purposes, avail the

possessor as if he were possessed of the receipts or obligations so to

be given up.

And be it farther enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That no possessor or possessors of a.ny of the treas-

urer's notes, receipts, or obligations, now payable, or that may become
payable before the last day of June next, shall receive any interest

upon such receipt or obligation for any longer term than until the last

day of Jul}' next.

Provided, always,—
[Sect. 5.] That all the treasurer's notes which are now outstand-

ing and unpaid, and which the possessors will not exchange for notes

of the above-mentioned form, shall, at the several periods of payment, be

paid according to the face of such outstanding notes ; and all such as

promise silver shall be paid in silver at six shillings and eightpence

per ounce, or Spanish mill'd dollars at six shillings each ; and the

treasurer is hereby directed to pay the same accordingl}'.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 6.] That all the possessors of the treasurer's notes, who do

Committee to
Bign the new
notes.

Old notes to be
exchanged.

Records con-
firmed.

No further in-

tercst to be al-

lowed on notes
payable after

the last of June.

Notes now out-
standing to be
paid in silver, if

not exchanged.

Such notes to



518 Province Laws.—1761-62. [Chap. 30.]

bebronght.into not cliuse to have them exchanged for notes of the new form, shall,
be stamped. some time before the last day of June next, bring such notes to the

treasurer's office and have them stamped, and an account taken of
them by the treasurer and a committee to be appointed by the gen-
eral court ; and no interest shall be paid upon any such treasurer's

notes, receipts or obligations, not brought in as aforesaid, for any
longer time than until the last da}^ of July next ; which notes, so

stamped, shall be returned to the possessors, and the account so taken
shall be signed by said committee, and by them transmitted to the

general court. \^Passed February 10, 1762.*

CHAPTER 30.

AN ACT TO INVEST THE COMMITTEE OF THE FIRST PRECINCT IN
REHOBOTH, WITH CORPORATE POWERS FOR CERTAIN PURPOSES
THEREIN MENTIONED.

Preamble.

Precinct com-
mittee incorpo-
rated into a
body politic.

Money raised to
be put to Inter-
est.

Whereas the first precinct in Rehoboth, whereof the Reverend Mr.
John Carnes is the present pastor, have humbly supplicated this court,

setting forth that, by the sale of certain lands they were by this court

enabled to sell, they are now possessed of the sum of six hundred
pounds, which sum, with some interest gained thereto, they pray may
be placed at interest, and the interest accruing thereby to be placed at

interest, until [1] the sum of twelve hundred pounds be thereby raised

on the whole ; and that the same sum may be placed at interest, and
the income thereof be forever appropriated to the support of a Congre-
gational minister within the said precinct, and that this court would
invest the committee of the said precinct with the powers needful for

those purposes,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Governor^ Council and House of
Representatives,

[Sect. 1.] That Daniel Carpenter, Thomas Allyn, John Hunt,
John Cooper and Ebenezer Walker, the present committee of the

said precinct, and those which shall be, annually, hereafter, forever,

chosen by the said precinct to the same office, shall be and are hereby

declared a body corporate, by the name of the Trustees of the first

Parish of Rehoboth, and they are hereby' incorporated to this special

purpose; [to wit] [vis;.], to receive the said sum of six hundred
pounds, with the addition it hath already' gained, and to let the same
to interest, on good security, real or personal, as the}', or the major

part of them, shall judge best, and the interest received to put out to

interest again, until[l], by this increase, or by voluntary subscription

in the said precinct, or other lawful means, there be raised a capital

of twelve hundred pounds lawful money of this province ; and all bonds,

mortgages, or other lawful securities, made to the said Daniel Carpen-

ter, Thomas Allyn, John Hunt, John Cooper and Ebenezer Walker,

or their successors aforesaid, by the corporate name aforesaid, shall be

and are hereby declared valid ; and the}^ and their successors, or the

major part of them, by the said name, may appear and plead, sue and
defend, in any court within this province, in all matters touching such

securities.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That the said sum of twelve hundred pounds, when
raised, shall be b}^ the said trustees put to interest on good securities,

* Signed INIarch 6, according to the record.


