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Add be it farther enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That Rishworth Jordan, Esq"., be jind hereby is impow-

ered to issue his warrant to some principal inhabitant of said district,

requiring him to notif}' and warn the inhabitants of said district,

qualified by law to vote in town affairs, to meet at such time and place

as shall be therein set forth, to chuse all such officers as shall be neces-

sary to manage the affairs of said district. \_Passed June 9.*
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CHAPTER 4.

AN ACT FOR INCORPORATING THE NEW PLANTATION CALLED
NEW HINGHAM, INTO A TOWN BY THE NAME OF CHESTERFIELD.

Whereas the proprietors of the new plantation called New Hingham, Preamble,

are under such circumstances that they cannot carry on their publick

affairs without the aid of this court, they being originally two propri-

ties as to their property, and have never been united into one propriety

as to their publick affairs,

—

Be it therefore enacted hy the Governor, Council and House of
Representatives,

[Sect. 1.] That the new plantation, called New Hingham, lying in Cbestofieid

the county of Hampshire, bounded as follows : east, on the township of

Hatfield ; south, partly on Northampton, and partly on land lately sold

by the province ; north, partly on province lands, and partly on a grant

niade to Narraganset[^] Number Four ; and extending west, to make
twenty-three thousand and forty acres,—exclusive of Colman's grant,

which contains six hundred acres,—be and hereby is incorporated into

a town by the name of Chesterfield, with all the powers, priviledges

and immunities that towns within this government have or do enjoy.

And he it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That all taxes to be raised within said town for set[^]- Taxes to be

ling a minister, building a meeting-house, clearing and repairing roads,
'^'^^"'^ '

be levied upon the several proprietors of said plantation, according to

their interest, until the further order of this court, and that said inhab-

itants proceed b^' the same rules, in lev3-ing and collecting said taxes,

as proprietors in new plantations are by law obliged to observe.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That Samuel Mather, Esq"., be and hereby is impowered Town-meeting

to issue his warrant to some principal inhabitant of said plantation, ° ® '^'"'"'^ '

requiring him to call a meeting of said inhabitants, in order to chuse

such officers as by law towns are impowered to chuse in the month of

March anuuall3^ \_Passed Jane 11.

CHAPTER 5.

AN ACT FOR REND[E]RlisrG MORE EFFECTUAL THE LAWS ALREADY
MADE RELATING TO SHINGLES, AND FOR REGULATING THE ASSIZE

OF STAVES, HOOPS AND CLAPBOARDS.

Whereas great fraud and abuse are practiced in making and pack- Preamble,

ing shingles and hoops, and also in making and culling staves, exported

from this province ; for preventing the same for the future,

—

* Sigued June 15, according to the record.
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Be it enacted by the Governo\n'\r, Council and House of Repre-
sentatives,

[Sect. 1.] That from and after the twentj'-fifth da}'- of March next,

no shingles, staves, or hoops, shall be offered for sale in any town
\ioith*'\ in this province, that shall be nnder the following dimensions

;

viz^., all shingles shall be eighteen or fifteen inches in length, accord-

ing to which of those lengths they are [to 6e*] sold for
;
pine shingles

shall be free from sap, and all shingles shall be free from shakes and
worm-holes, and be, at least, one with another, four inches and an half

in breadth, half an inch thick at the butt end, and neither of them to be
under three inches and an half in width at the butt end,—and shall hold
that width three-quarters of the way to the thin end,—and be well

shaved ; and each bundle shall contain the full number it is sold for

:

and in case there shall be above ten shingles, that are under the above
length, breadth and thickness, or five, short in the tale, in a bundle of
two hundred and fifty (and so in proportion for a larger or smaller

bundle) , the bundle which is so deficient, or in which such shingles are

contained, shall be forfeited ; and the shingles in each bundle, not mer-
chantable, shall be burnt, and the residue of them sold ; and the money
arising from the sale shall be paid into the hands of the town treas-

urer, for the benefit of the poor of such town where the shingles are

condemned, first deducting therefrom the charge of culling and sur-

veying.

[Sect. 2.] And all white-oak butt-staves shall be at least five feet

in length, five inches broad, and one inch and one-quarter of an inch
thick on the heart- or thinnest edge, and every part thereof; and all

white-oak pipe-staves shall be at least four feet and eight inches in

length, four inches broad in the narrowest part, and not less than three-

quarters of an inch thick on the heart- or thinnest edge ; and all wliite-

oak hogshead-staves shall be at least three feet and six inches long,

and not less than half an inch thick on the heart- or thinnest edge ; and
all white-oak barrel-staves, for a foreign market, shall be thu"ty-two

inches long ; and those for home use shall be thirty inches long, and
half an inch thick on the heart- or thinnest edge ; and all white-oak
hogshead- and barrel-staves shall be at least, one with another, four

inches in breadth, and none under three inches in width in the

narrowest part ; and those of the width last mentioned shall be clear of
sap : and all red-oak hogshead- and barrel-staves shall be of the same
length and thickness with the white-oak hogshead- and barrel-staves

above mentioned, and shall be four inches wide in the narrowest part;

and all staves shall be well and proportionably split.

[Sect. 3.] And all pine clapboards, that shall be exposed to sale,

shall be made of good, sound timber, clear of sap ; and all clapboards
shall be free from shakes and worm-holes, and of the following dimen-
sions ; vizi^'^., full five-eighths of an inch thick on the back or thickest

part, five inches wide, and four feet and six inches long ; and the}' shall

be strait and well shaved.

[Sect. 4.] And all hogshead-hoops that shall be exposed to sale,

or exported, shall be from t^n to thirteen feet in length, and shall be
made of while-oak, or walnut, and of good and sufficient substance and
well shaved ; those made of oak shall be not less than one inch broad
at the least end, and those made of walnut shall be not less than
three-quarters of an inch broad at the least end; that a bundle shall

consist of forty hoops ; and all hoops of ten, eleven, twelve and thirteen

feet, respective!}', shall be made up in distinct bundles, by themselves
;

and if any hoops are packed of less dimensions than those prescribed

by this law, or more than two short of the tale in any bundle, the bundle

* These words are found only in the edition of 1763.
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shall be forfeited, and sold for the benefit of the poor of the town where

it is offered for sale.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 5.] That each town where shingles are made or sold, may
and shall chuse one or more surve^'ors of shingles and clapboards, in

the month of March, annually, who shall be under oath for the faithful

discharge of their duty, who shall be allowed, by the buyer, sixpence per

thousand for his surveying and telling ; and before any shingles are

sent from the town where they are made, or, at the place of first

sale before their delivery, they shall be viewed, sui-vej-ed and measured

by a sworn surveyor, and the town brand set upon the hoop of the

bundle ; and all shingles offered to sale without being surveyed and

marked as aforesaid, shall be forfeited and disposed of as afore pro-

vided in this act.

[Sect. 6.] And in each maritime town, in this province, from whence

staves or hoops are usually exported beyond sea, there shall be two or

more suitable persons, chosen by such towns some time before the

twenty-fifth day ofMarch next, and at their meeting in March, annually,

to be viewers and cullers of staves and hoops, who shall be under oath

faithfully to discharge their oflEice, and shall, for their encouragement to

accept this trust, be allowed for their time and service as follows ; viz^".,

one shilling and eightpence per thousand, for barrel-staves ; two shil-

lings per thousand, for hogshead-staves ; two shillings and fourpence

per thousand, for pipe-staves ; and two shillings and eightpence per

thousand, for butt-staves, as well refuse as merchantable ; the mer-

chantable, to be paid by the person buying the same, and the refuse, by

the seller ; and the culler shall be allowed four shillings per thousand,

for hoops.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 7.] That from and after the twenty-fifth day of March next,

all staves that shall be exported from this province, beyond sea, shall be

^ first culled, and all hoops first viewed and surveyed, b}' one of the oflfi-

cers aforesaid, and a certificate given by the culler or surveyor to the

master or commander of the ship or vessel on board which they are

laden, of the quantity by him so culled or surveyed ; and the wyths, or

hoops, with which the bundles of lioops are packed, shall be sealed with

the brand of the town from whence they are exported ; and that all

shingles and clapboards that shall be exported beyond sea, shall like-

wise be certified, by one of the surveyors ah-eady requu-ed b}^ law to be

chosen in each maritime town within this province, to have been by him

surveyed, viewed and approved, and the number or quantity thereof

;

and any sellers of staves, hoops, clapboards or shingles that shall de-

liver any of the said articles liefore they are culled or surveyed, shall

forfeit and pay the sum of eight shillings per thousand ;
and any per-

son purchasing an}- of the articles before mentioned, and who shall

receive them before they are culled or surveyed, shall forfeit and pay the

sum of eight shillings per thousand ; one half to the informer, who shall

sue for the same in any of his majesty's courts of record within this

province proper to try the same,—or before any of his majesty's justices

of the peace, in case the forfeiture be under forty shillings,—the other

half to the use of the poor of the town where such offence is com-

mitted.

And be it farther enacted,

[Sect. 8."] That from and after the said twenty-fifth day of March
next, the master or owner of any vessel having any staves, hoops, clap-

boards or shingles on board, for their cargo, and which shall be shipped

after the said twenty-fifth day of March next, before such vessel shall

be cleared at the impost-oflace, shall deliver into the impost-office a cer-
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tificate of such staves, hoops, clapboards and shingles having been

culled or surveyed, and shall likewise make oath before the impost

officer (who is herebj- required and [e] [i]mpowered to administer the

same) , or before an}^ one of his majesty's justices of the peace ; who shall

give a certificate of said oath,—which shall, by the master or owner, be

transmitted to the impost officer,—that the staves, hoops, clapboards

and shingles on board his vessel are, boncijide, the same staves, hoops,

clapboards and shingles certified to have been culled or surveyed, and

that he has no other on board ; and the impost officer for his service

[aforesaid*] shall be allowed one shilling for each vessel.

And he it further enacted^

[Sect. 9.] That from and after the twenty-fifth day of March next,

if any person shall presume to ship off any staves, hoops, clapboards

or shingles, unless the same shall first have been culled or surveyed, and

marked by a sworn culler or surveyor, as aforesaid, he shall forfeit and

pay the sum of eight shilUngs per thousand, to be disposed of; one half

to the poor of the town where the offence is committed, and the other

half to the surveyor, or any other person or persons who shall sue for

the same,—which he or they are hereb}^ enabled to do,—by action, bill,

plaint or information, in any court proper to tiy the same, or before

any of his majesty's justices of the peace, if the forfeiture bo under

forty shillings.

And he it further enacted^

[Sect. 10.] That in case any culler or survej^or shall connive or

allow of the breach of this act, or shall be guilty of any fraud or deceit

in surveying or culUng of staves, hoops, clapboards or shingles, he shall

forfeit and pay the sum of ten pounds for each offence ; and in case of

his refusal to attend the aforesaid service when he shall be thereto

requested, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of twenty shillings : the for-

feitures and penalties in such cases to be recovered and disposed of as

aforesaid.

And he it further enacted,

[Sect. 11.] That if any person or persons who shall be duly

chosen to serve as a surveyor of clapboards and shingles, or as a culler

of staves and hoops, shall refuse or neglect to take the oath for the

faithful discharge of the office, or to serve therein, every such person

or persons shall pay the sum of twenty shillings, to the use of the poor

of the town chusing such person or persons ; and every such town shall

forthwith proceed to the choice of other or others in the room of any

person [s] so refusing or neglecting.

[Sect. 12.] This act to be in force for the space of three years from

the twenty-fifth day of March next, and no longer. \_Passed June

11 ; I published June 15.

f

CHAPTEK 6.

Preamhle.
1761-62, chap.
29, § 6.

AN ACT FOR LENGTHENING OUT THE TIME FOR THE PAYMENT OF
INTEREST ON THE TREASURER'S NOTES.

Whereas in and by an act made in the second year of his present

majesty's reign, intituled "• An Act for the better securing the possess-

ors of the province treasurer's notes, by enabling the province treas-

lu-er to give new receipts or obligations in lieu of such notes as are now

* Omitted in the edition of 1763.

t Signed June 15, according to the record.

t Published June 12, according to the printed acts.


