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Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and House of
Representatives,

That such of the before-mentioned acts as are expired, be rcAdved,

and such of said acts as are not yet expired, be continued, with all and
ever}' article, clause, matter and thing therein respectively contained,

and shall be in force until the first daj^ of July, which shall be in the

year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy, and no
longer. \^Passed February 24

;
published February 26, 1763.*

CHAPTEK 24
AN ACT FOR THE MORE SAFE KEEPING THE RECORDS OF THE SEV-

ERAL COURTS OF JUSTICE IN THIS PROVINCE.

Preamble.
13 Mass. 261.

Clerks of the
superior court
to give bond.

Clerks of the
courts of gen-
eral sessions,
inferior court,
and registers of
probate, to give
bond.

Penalty.

Justices and
judges to inspect
the records.

"Whereas complaints have been frequently made to this court that

the several clerks of the courts of justice, and registers to the courts of

probate, in this government, have been remiss and negligent in keeping
up the records of said courts, whereby great mischiefs have arisen

;

for preventing whereof for the future,

—

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Representa-

tives,

[Sect. 1.] That from and after the first day of June next, the sev-

eral clerks of the superio[?^]r court of judicature, court of assize, and
general goal delivery, that are now appointed by said court, shall give

bond, to be approved of by the justices of the said court, in the sum of

one hundred pounds, with one or more sureties, to the province treas-

urer, for the faithful discharge of their trust, and to keep up the records

of said court, seasonably' and in good order.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That the several clerks of the several courts of general

sessions of the peace, and of the several courts of common pleas, and
the several registers of probate, in this province, that are now appointed,

are hereby enjoined to give their several bonds, to be approved of by
the justices of the general sessions of the peace, in the several counties

respect!vel}', at their next term after the first day of June next, with
one or more sufficient sureties, for the sum of one hundred pounds, to

the county treasurer of their several counties, for the faithful discharge

of their respective trusts, and keeping up the several records of the

respective courts they are appointed to, either as clerk or register, as

aforesaid.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That it shall be adjudged a forfeiture of either of the

bonds aforesaid, for any of said clerks or registers, or those that may
be appointed to either of those oflSces (sickness or any extraordinar}^

casualties excepted) , that shall not have their records all compleated
within six months, at any one time, after the first day of June next ; and
any clerk or register hereafter to be appointed to either of said offices,

that shall not give bond, as aforesaid, before he or they enter on their

respective offices, or that shall incur a forfeiture of their bond, shall

and hereby are declared incapable of holding either of the respective

offices aforesaid.

And, to render this act more effectual for the purposes aforesaid,

—

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That the justices, and judges, of the sevei-al courts afore-

mentioned are hereby required to inspect the conduct of their several

* Signed and published Febrviary 25, 1763, according to the record and printed acts.
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clerks nud registers, with respect to the records aforesaid ; and upon
any deficiency as aforesaid, such judge and justices shall give informa-

tion thereof to the treasurer who has the delinquent's bond in keeping

;

which treasurer, being so informed, shall forthwith put such delinquent's

bond in suit : and the money recovered on such suit shall be applied for

bringing up the deficient records, under the direction of the respective

judge or judges of the court or courts where such deficiency shall hap-

pen ; and if there be a surplusage of such fine, it shall be applied to the

use of the countj^ where the defect of the records happens ; and if the ^j'g^*|', ^^^J^'

fine shall be insufladent for the purpose aforesaid, the estate of the de- held liable,

-ficient clerk or register shall be held liable to pay the same. [^Passed

February 24 ;
* published February 26, 1763.

CHAPTER 25.

AN ACT CONFIRMING TO SUNDRY PERSONS SUNDRY LANDS BY THEM
PURCHASED OF THE INDIANS, AT CHRISTAINTOWN, SO CALLED,
ON THE ISLAND OF MARTHA'S VINEYARD.

¥7hereas divers English persons have made purchases of the Indians, Preamble,

proprietors of lands in Christiantown, so called, on the island of Mar- 1701-2, chap, ii,

tha's Vineyard, without liberty for that purpose first had and obtained ^^'

of the great and general court, contrary to a law of this province made
and passed in the thirteenth year of the reign of King William the Third,

and contrary to the tenor of the original grant to the Indians called the

praying Indians, by reason whereof all such deeds given b}- the Indians

are null and void
;

yet, inasmuch as said English purchasers have, by
their deed bearing date the second day of September, one thousand

seven hundred [and] sixtj'-two, dul}' executed, and recorded in the rec-

ords of deeds for the county of Dukes County, and in the book of laws

in the secretary's office, disclaimed to the Indian proprietors of said

Christiantown their preten[t][s]ion to a great part of the said lands,

which lands so disclaimed by the English purchasers are become so

much better b}* the improvements the}' have made upon them as to

render them to be nearly equal in value to the whole of the said lands

when sold by the Indians,

—

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Representa-
tives,

That all the lands purchased of the Indians, lying in Christiantown, Indian deeds

the deeds whereof were recorded in the records of deeds for the county christiantown

of Dukes County, at any time before the twenty-second of August, confirmed.

one thousand seven hundred and sixty-one, not reconve3'ed by the

English to the Indians, as by their deed dated the second of Sep-
tember, one thousand seven hundred and sixtj'-two, and recorded in

the records of deeds for the count}' of Dukes County, shall be and here-

by are confirmed to said grantees respectivel}', and their resi^ective

heirs, and be to them an estate in fee simple, as fully, to all intents and
purposes whatsoever, as if said grantees had obtained the liberty of the

general court to purchase the same. \_Passed February 24
;
published

February 26, 1763.

* Signed February 25, according to the record.


