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CHAPTER 28.

AN ACT IN FURTHER ADDITION TO AN ACT FOR THE ORDERLY
CONSUMMATING OF MARRIAGES, MADE AND PASSED IN THE
FOURTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THEIR LATE MAJEST[Y][I£;]S
KING WILLIAM AND QUEEN MARY.

Preamble.
1692-93, chap,
25.

127 Mass. 463

Whereas there are several parishes within this province that have
been, and hereafter may be, made out of two adjacent towns or more,
and the settled and ordained ministers in such parishes have not power,
by law, to solemnize marriages in those parts of their respective par-
ishes that do not belong to the town in which they themselves dwell,

which, in man}^ respects, hath been found by experience to be very in-

convenient ; wherefore,

—

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Representa-
tives,

That the power granted to ministers to join persons together in mar-

?y wHhoutthefr ^'^^g^ be hereby [e][i]nlarged ; and that every settled and ordained
parishes. minister in any of the parishes and districts in this province, though

they may be composed of parts of several towns, shall be and are

hereb}' full}- authorized and impowered to solemnize marriages betwixt
persons that may lawfully enter into such a relation, within the bounds
of their respective parishes, in as ample a manner as they ma}' law-
full}' do in the several towns in which they dwell. \_Passed February
24 ;

* published February 26, 1763.

Ministers em-

CHAPTER 29.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT INTITULED "AN ACT AGAINST
ADULTERY AND POLYGAMY."

Preamble. Whereas in and by an act made and passed in the sixth year of
1694-95, chap. 6, Xing WilUam and Queen Mary, intituled "An Act against adultery

and polygamy," it is, among other things, enacted, " That if any man
be found in bed with another man's wife, the man and woman so
offending, being thereof convicted, shall be severely' whipped, not ex-
ceeding tliirty stripes, unless it appears upon trial that one party was
surprized and did not consent, which shall abate the punishment as to
such party ;

" for the more effectual preventing the crime aforesaid,

—

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Representa-
tives,

That when and so often as any person shall be convicted of the
crime aforesaid upon any law or laws of this province, it shall and may
be lawful for the justices of the court of assize and general goal de-
livery, before whom such conviction shall be had, to sentence such
offender to pay a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds, and in de-
fault thereof to be imprisoned not exceeding six months, or be whipped
not exceeding thirty stripes. [_Passed February 24 ;

* published Feb-
ruary 26, 1763.

* Signed February 25, according to the record.
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