
ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Boston,

ON the Twenty-ninth day of May, A.D. 1765.

CHAPTER 1.

AN ACT FOR GRANTING THE SUM OF THIRTEEN HUNDRED POUNDS,
FOR THE SUPPORT OF HIS MAJESTY'S GOVERNOR.

Be it enacted by the Governor^ Council and House of Representa-
tives^

That the sum of thirteen huudred pounds be and hereby is granted Grant of £i,300

unto his most excellent majesty', to be paid out of the public treasur}'
of' his^majesty 's

to his excellency Francis Bernard, Esquire, captain-general and gov- governor,

ernor-in-chief in and over his majesty's province of the Massachusetts
Bay, to enable him to carry on the affairs of this government. [^Passed

June 6
;
published June 25.

CHAPTER 2.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT, INTITLED " AN ACT FOR PREVENT-
ING FRAUD IN DEBTORS, AND FOR SECURING THE EFFECTS OF
INSOLVENT DEBTORS FOR THE BENEFIT OF THEIR CREDITORS."

Whereas, in and by an act made and passed in the present year of

his majesty's reign, intitled " An Act for preventing fraud in debtors,

and for securing the effects of insolvent debtors for the benefit of their

creditors," it is provided, among other things, as follows ; viz., " That
if any absconding or concealed debtor or debtors shall, at any time after

the appointment of trustees, and the meetings of the creditors as afore-

said, offer to surrender themselves, and disclose and also deliver up their

whole estate, if any shall remain in their hands, and the major part of

the creditors in number and value, shall, in order to the discharge

of such debtor or debtors, present a petition to any two of the justices

of the superior court of judicature, court of assiz-:^ and general goal

delivery, it shall and ma}' be lawful for such two justices, if no just

objection be offered, to discharge such debtor or debtors accordingly ;

"

and lohereas absconding or concealed debtors, having surrendered their

whole estates, are rendered incapable, during their confinement, of sup-

porting themselves and families,

—

Be it therefore enacted b>/ the Governor, Council and House of
Representat ives

,

[Sect. 1.] That if anj- absconding debtor, after the appointment of

trustees of his or her estate, pursuant to the provision made in the

aforesaid act, shall deliver, in writing, to the said trustees, an account

of all his or her creditors, and the sums respectively due and owing to
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them, and shall make oath that such account, according to the best of

his or her knowledge and belief, is just and true, and the major })art of

such creditors in number and value, shall, by writing, under their hands,
or the hands of their attornies, desire that the bod}' of such debtor may
be freed from arrest, it shall and may be lawful for any one of the

justices of the superior court of judicature, court of assize and gen-

eral goal delivery, to certif}', under his hand, that the major part in

number and value of the creditors of such debtor have signified their

consent that he or she be free from arrest ; and from and after the date

of such certificate, such debtor, for all debts contracted before the

issuing the warrant to attach and seize his or her estate, shall be free

from arrest for and during the term of eighteen months from the first

appointment of trustees, and also for and during the further term of
two months after the expiration of the said eighteen months ; that so

the major part of the creditors, whose claims shall have been allowed,

may have opportunity, if they see cause, of presenting a petition for

the final discharge of such debtor, pursuant to the provision made in

the aforesaid act.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That in case of the death or removal out of the prov-

ince of any trustee or trustees appointed by virtue of the aforesaid act,

it shall and may be lawful for the creditors, present at any meeting duly
called, by a major vote, to chuse another trustee or trustees in his or

their steac]^ and in case an}' trustee or trustees appointed as aforesaid

shall desire to be excused from continuing in such trust, it shall and
may be lawful for the major part of the creditors present at any meet-
ing duly called, to chuse, if the}' see cause, another trustee or trustees

in his or their stead.

And be it farther enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the respective sheriff or sheriffs to whom an}' war-
rant for attaching, seizing and securing the effects of any absconding
or concealed person shall be directed, in pursuance of the aforesaid act,

be and hereby are required to make a just and true inventory of all the

estate and effects seized and taken, and return the same, signed by him-
self, to the justice who shall have issued the warrant as aforesaid.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That if any creditor of any debtor whose estate shall

by warrant be hereafter attached, seized and secured, in pursuance of
the aforesaid act, shall have made any attachment of the goods or estate

of such debtor, or commenced any process against any trustee of such
debtor, upon which attachment or process judgment shall not have been
recovered before the date of the said warrant, such creditor shall not

be admitted to share any part or proportion of such debtor's estate

with his other creditors, unless such creditor shall discontinue such suit

or process, or cause or suffer the judgment which may be recovered

thereon to enure to the common use and benefit of the creditors of such
debtor, anything in the aforesaid act to the contrary notwithstanding.

[Sect. 5.] This act to continue and be in force until the twelfth day
of March, one thousand seven hundred and sixty-eight, and no longer.

[^Passed June 18
;
published June 25.


