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ing here, they reaped considerable gain by trade, and had the protec-
tion of the government,

—

Be it therefore enacted,

[Sect. 7.] That when any person or persons shall come and reside
in any town within this province, and bring an}- merchandize, or trade
to deal therewith, the assessors of such town are hereby- impowered to
rate and assess all such persons, according to their circumstances, pur-
suant to the rules and directions of this act provided, though the
former rate ma^^ have been finished, and a new one not perfected, as
aforesaid.

And he it farther enacted,

[Sect. 8.] That when any merchant, trader or factor, shall set up
a store, and trafBck, or carry on any trade or basiness, in an}' town
within this province, not being an inhabitant of such town, the assessors
of such town where such trade and business shall be carried on as afore-

said, be and hereby are impowered to rate and assess all such merchants,
traders and factors, their goods and merchandizes, for carrying on such
trade and business and exercising their faculty' in such town, pursuant
to the rules and directions in this act : jirovided, before any such
assessors shall rate such persons, as aforementioned, the selectmen of
the town where such trade is carried on shall transmit a list of such
persons as they shall judge may and ought to be rated, within the intent

of this act, to the assessors of such town or district.

[Sect. 9.] And the constables or collectors are hereby enjoined to

levy and collect all such sums committed to them, and assessed on per-
sons who are not of this province, or are residents in other towns than
those where they cany on their trade, and pay the same.

Aiid whereas it has been the practice of some of tlie inhabitants of
the town of Boston to remove to some other town in this province, and
there reside for some months, to avoid paying their part of the taxes
in the town of Boston, to which they reall}' belong, to the great injury
of the said town,

—

Be it therefore enacted,

[Sect. 10.] That when any inhabitant of the town of Boston shall

remove to an}' other town in this province, and shall, in one 3'ear after,

remove back to said Boston, and shall have been taxed in the said

town, he shall be subject to paj' said taxes in like manner as he would
have been had he not have removed from said Boston (^saving so much
as he shall be taxed in the town removed to) , anj'thing in this act to the

contrary notwithstanding. [^Passed June 21.

CHAPTEE 19.

AN ACT FOR, THE PRESERVATION AND INCREASE OF MOOSE AND
DEER ON TARPOLIN-COVE ISLAND AND NENNEMESSET ISLAND,
LYING AND BEING IN THE COUNTY OF DUKES COUNTY.

Preamble. Whereas James Bowdoin and William Bowdoin, Esqrs., b}^ their

petition to this court, have represented that the}' have been long en-
deavouring to raise a stock of deer on Tarpolin-Cove Island, otherwise
called Naushara, or Catamock, and on the island Nennemesset, and
several small islands contiguous (said islands being in the town of
Chilmark, in the county of Dukes County) , but have been in a great

measure prevented by hunters and others coming on said islands to

hunt and kill deer ; to the great damage of the said petitioners, not only
in the loss of deer, but of other live stock, which has been clandestinely
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taken awa3' b}' said hunters, or destro^-cd b}' their dogs ; and whereas

the raising and increase of moose and ileer on said islands ma}- bo of

great advantage not onl}' to the said petitioners and their successors,

but also to the publick,

—

Be it enacted by the Governor^ Council and House of Representa-

tives,

[Sect. 1.] That each and every person, except the said petitioners,

or such as shall be proprietors of said islands, or such as shall have

special licence from them, who shall, after the twentieth day of July in

this present year, one thousand seven hundred and sixty-five, hunt,

wound, kill or take awa}' any moose or deer upon either of the islands

aforesaid, or be concerned or assisting therein, and be thereof convicted,

either b}' his own confession or by the oath of one witness, shall, for

each and ever}' time he shall so hunt, or for each and ever}- moose or

deer he shall so wound, kill or take away, pay a fine of six pounds and
costs of prosecution ; one moiet}' of said fine to be to his majesty for

the use of this province, and the other moiety thereof to him or them
that shall inform against and prosecute the oflender to effect ; such
prosecution to be commenced within two years after the offence done.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That every person killing or taking away, or assisting

in kiiliug or taking awa}^, any moose or deer on either of the Islands

aforesaid, shall be and hereby is deemed a trespasser; and is hereby
subjected to the action of such as are or shall be the proprietor or pro-

prietors of all or an}' of said islands, or to the action of any or either

such proprietors, for the recovery of six pounds for each and every
moose or deer so killed or taken away, if such proprietor or proprietors

shall choose rather to bring an action of trespass against such offender,

than a prosecution : provided, that such trespasser shall not, for one
and the same offence, be subjected both to an action and a prosecution

;

and if both shall be brought against the same offender, for the same
offence, the proprietors shall be obliged to make their option which
they will continue, and shall discontinue the other.

And be itfurther enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That if the flesh, skin or skins of any moose or deer

newly killed, be, at any time after the twentieth day of July aforesaid,

found with, or in the possession of, any person or persons whatsoever,

except as before excepted, on either of the islands aforesaid, it shall

be deemed sufficient proof of such person or persons' having killed

moose or deer contrary to this act, unless such person or persons shall

prove, by evidence, that such moose or deer were not killed on either

of the said islands, or killed thereon by persons authorized to kill the

same.
And be it farther enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That it shall be and hereby is declared to be lawful for

any person or persons to kill any dog or hound that ma}- at any time

be brought or found on any of the islands aforesaid, not belonging to

the said islands or some of the inhabitants of the siuue.

[Sect. 5.] This act to continue and be in force for five years from
the twentieth day of July, one thousand seven hundred and sixty-five,

and no longer. \^Passed and published June 25.
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