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Act continued.

trade with them, and for preventing abuses therein," has been found

useful and beneficial, and is now expired,

—

Be it therefore enacted hy the Governor, Council and House of
Representatives,

That the said act, in all and every article and clause, matter and
thing, be and is hereby revived, and shall be in force until the thirtieth

of June, which will be in the year of our Lord one thousand seven

hundred and sixtj^-seven. \_Passed and published June 28.

CHAPTER 8.

AN ACT TO PREVENT FRAUDS BY THE ADULTERATION OF POTASH
AND PEARLASH.
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Whereas the manufacture of potash and pearlash is of great impor-

tance to this government, and as there are great complaints of gross

adulterations in said manufacture, which, if not prevented, may not only

be of great disadvantage to the province in general, but to honest and

industrious individuals, and wholly destroy that valuable branch of

manufacture,

—

Be it enacted by the Governor, Cou)^cil and House of Representa-

tives,

[Sect. 1.] That every manufacturer or original owner of any
pofash or pearlash made for sale, shall, upon each cask or vessel[l],

in which such potash or pearlash shall be packed, cause the same to be

bi-anded with the first letter of his Christian name, and with his sirname

at length, as also the name of the town or district in which such potash

or pearlash was made ; and every person offering to sell any potash or

pearlash, the cask or vessel [1] in which the same is contained not being

branded, as aforesaid, shall forfci,t and pay the sum of five pounds.

And be it farther enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That the branding of each cask of potash or pearlash,

as hereinbefore by this act requii'ed, shall l^e done in the presence of

the person who shall be employed to convey the same to market, and at

the time of his taking the same into his possession ; and such person

shall, at the delivery thereof at the market, make oath, before a justice

of the peace, that the several casks of potash or pearlash by him so

delivered, were branded by the manufacturer or vender thereof, in his

])resence, and at the time of his receiving them for transportation, and

that they have been in his custody, and, so far as he knows, not been

opened, trom the time of his first taking the same into his charge ; and

such justice shall deliver a ceitificate of such oath, if desired, to the

person or persons who ma}' purchase such commodit}', for which cer-

tificate and oath he shall be allowed one sliilling.

And be it farther enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That any person who shall adulterate any potash or

pearlash, by mixing the same with any lime, marine salt, or any other

matter foreign to the nature of those commodities, or b}- any other way
or manner what [so] ever, and afterwards ofler the same to sale, shall

forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding thirty pounds nor less than five

pounds, accoi-ding to the nature of the offence, for each ton thereof,

and so, in proportion, for anj- greater or smaller quantity of potash or

pearlash.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That in cases where a strong suspicion of adulteration
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arises, in either potash or pearlash, if an}' credible person shall make complaint, to

complaint to a justice of the peace, in the county where such potash or of"the complain^

pearlash shall be offered to sale, it shall be in the power of such justice, ant to prosecute,

first taking sufficient securit}' of the person so complaining, to respond,

and pay the person or persons whose potash or pearlash shall be so

suspected and complained of, all his or their reasonable charge and ex-

pence, and the damage that shall arise, by reason of said complaint, or

for not prosecuting the same, provided the potash or pearlash, supposed
to be adulterated, appear, upon trial, to be good ; and he is hereby en- Justice to issue

joined to make out a warrant, directed to the sheriff, his undersheriff ["ue^ouJTeuf-

or deput}', or either of the constables of the town, requiring them, or ficient quantity

either of them, to seize, and take into their custod_y, so much of the
°'^^''^

contents of any and ever}' cask of potash or pearlash, not exceeding
the quantity of two pounds, out of each suspected cask, as may be
necessary in order to the conviction of any offender against this act.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 5.] That the master or owner of any ship or vessel, who shall Penalty on re-

receive on board the same any potash or pearlash, the cask containing the any "ca^ks not^
same not being branded as aforesaid, shall forfeit and pay the sum of branded,

five pounds for each cask, excepting such potash or pearlash as is now
in the hands of any person who has already purchased the same ; in

which case the shipper shall, bond fide, make oath, before any one of
his majesty's justices of [the'] peace who is impowered hereby to ad-
minister said oath, that the said potash or pearlash was purchased
before the twentieth day of July, one thousand seven hundred and
sixty-six.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 6.] That all fines and forfeitures arising by the breach of Forfeitures ap-

this act, shall be applied, one moiety thereof to and for the use of this
p^®*^'

government, and the other moiety to and for the use of the prosecutor

;

to be recovered by action, bill, plaint or information, in any of his

majesty's courts of record.

[Sect. 7.] This act to be in force from the twentieth day of July Continuation of

next, until[l] the twentieth day of July, Anno Domini one thousand *^®^'='-

seven hundred and sixty-seven. [^Passed and published June 28.


