
[2d Sess.] Peovince Laws.—1766-67. 903

CHAPTER 10.

AN ACT FOR GRANTING COMPENSATION TO THE SUFFERERS, AND
OF FREE AND GENERAL PARDON, INDEMNITY AND OBLIVION TO
THE OFFENDERS IN THE LATE TIMES.

Whereas the king's most excellent majesty-, taking into his gracious

and serious consideration the troubles, discords, tumults and riots

which have lately happened in America, and that divers of his subjects

have thereby greatly suffered in their property, and others have fallen

into and are obnoxious to great pains and penalties,—out of a heart}'

and pious desire that such sufferers be compensated, and to put an end
to all suits, controversies and prosecutions, that, by occasion of the late

disti'actions, have arisen or may arise between any of his majesty's

subjects, and to the intent that a veil be drawn over the late unhapp}'

excesses,—has been graciously pleased to signify his desire to forgive

and forget them ; at the same time, of his abundant clemency, recom-
mending a compensation to the sufTerers in their property, with such a
conduct, in general, as shall be, at this great crisis, the best means of
fixing the mutual interest and inclination of Great Britain and her colo-

nies on the most firm and solid foundation ; from a grateful sense of
his majesty's grace and clemency, in order to promote internal peace
and safety, to make compensation to said sufferers, and, as a means, so

far as it is in our power, of demonstrating to all the world our sense of
the happiness we enjoy in being apart of the British empire, and being
intitled to the rights, liberties and privileges of British subjects, we,
his majest3''s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the representatives of the

commons of this province, in the great and general court assembled, of
our free and good will have resolved to give and grant, and pray that

it be enacted,

—

And be it accordingly enacted by the Governor^ Council and House of
Mepresentatives,

[Sect. 1.] That there be granted and paid out of the public treasury

of this province, to the hon[o?'a]ble Thomas Hutchinson, Esq^'^, the

sum of three thousand one hundred and ninet3'-four pounds seventeen
shillings and sixpence, in full compensation for the losses and suffer-

ings that he and the several persons in his family sustained in the late

times of confusion ;

—

To the hon[ora]ble Andrew Oliver, Esq'^'^., the sum of one hundred
and seventy-two pounds four shillings ;

—

To Benjamin Hallowell, jun"^'^., Esq"^"^., the sum of three hundred and
eighty-five pounds six shillings and tenpence ;

—

To William Story, Esq^'^, the sum of sixt^'-seven pounds eight shil-

lings and tenpence : in full compensation for their losses and sufferings

in the late times of confusion.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That all riots, routs and unlawful assemblies, councelled,

commanded, acted, done or made, within this province, between the

first day of August, one thousand seven hundred and sixt3--five, and
the first day of Ma^-, one thousand seven hundred and sixtj'-six ; and
all burglaries, felonies, rescues and breaches of the peace whatsoever,

committed in, b}', or during, such riots, routs and unlawful assemblies,

be and hereb}' are pardoned, released, indemnified, discharged and put
in utter oblivion ; and that all and every the person or persons acting,

advising, assisting, abetting and coun[c][.s]elling the same, be and
are hereby pardoned, released, acquitted, indemnified and discharged

from the same, and of and from all pains of death and other pains,
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judgmentb, indictments, convictions, penalties and forfeitures, ttierefor

had or given, or tliat might accrue, for the same ; and that such indict-

ments, convictions and forfeitures are hereby declared null and void.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That any person indicted or presented, or in any manner
prosecuted, or that shall or may be hereafter indicted, presented, or in

any manner prosecuted, for an}' of the offences b}- this act pardoned,

may plead the general issue, and give this act in evidence, which shall

be suflScient to acquit him.

Provided,—
[Sect. 4.] That nothing in this act contained shall extend to the

pardoning, or give any benefit whatever to, an}- person who is or may
be unlawfully possessed of an}'' goods or chatt[el][?e]s, taken or stolen

from any person, unless the possessor shall, within thirty days after

the publication of this act, have surrendered and delivered them up
to the province treasurer, for the use of the province.

Provided, also,—
[Sect. 5.] That nothing in this act shall extend to the barring any

civil action of trespass, for damages sustained by any person not by
this act compensated, nor to the pardoning any of the crimes or offences

above named, wherein any burglaries, arsons or thefts were committed
against the properties of any persons not compensated by this act.

[^Passed December 6.

"As this Act appeared to us to be of an extraordinary nature and importance,
we thought it our duty immediately to refer it to the consideration of Your Majes-
ty's Attorney and Solicitor General desiring their opinion whether the Legislature
of that Province have by their Constitution a power to enact a Law of general Par-
don, Indemnity and Oblivion in the case to which this Act refers, without the pre-
vious consent of the Crown—And Your Majesty's Attorney and Solicitor General
having, on the 10"' Inst, reported to us their opinion, ' That the Governor, Council
' and Assembly of the Massachusetts Bay, have not, by the constitution of that
' Province, any original power to enact a Law of General Pardon, Indemnity and
' Oblivion in the case referr'd to, without the previous communication of the grace
'and pleasure of the Crown,' We do upon a consideration of this Report, agree
in opinion with them, and humbly beg leave to lay the said Act before Your Maj-
esty, submitting it to Your Majesty to take such measures thereupon as Your
Majesty in your great wisdom and with the advice of your Council shall think most
proper."—Bepresentation of the Lords of Trade, Apr. 13, 1767: "Mass. Bay, B. T.,*' vol.

86,23.210.


