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CHAPTER 13.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO TWO SEVERAL ACTS TO PREVENT THE
DESTRUCTION OF SALMON AND OTHER FISH IN MERRIMACK
RIVER, WITHIN THIS PROVINCE.

Whereas in and by an act made and passed in tlie fifth yeai' of his

present majesty's reign, intituled " An Act to prevent the destruction

of salmon and other fish in Merrimack River, within this province," no

person or persons were allowed to catch any of the said fish within one

hundred rods of the mouth, or entrance, of the several brooks wliich

empty into the said river ; and by another act, made in the sixth year

of his present majesty's reign, for amending the aforementioned act, it

was enacted " That the prohibition to take fish within one hundred rods

in said act mentioned, shall hereafter extend only to the fishing within

twenty rods; " and such liberty, being found by experience greatly to

obstruct, and, is feared, will soon destroy, the course of such fish as

usually pass up a brook, in the town of Andover, known by the name
of Cochechawick Brook ; therefore,

—

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Representa-

tives,

[Sect. 1.] That no person or persons whatsoever be allowed, from

and after the fifteenth da}- of March next, and so during the continu-

ance of this act, to catch salmon, or other fish of any kind, with sien[e]s,

nets or pots, or in an}- other way, within one hundred rods of the

mouth of said brook, in said town, on pain of forfeiting for each ofll'encc

the sum of three pounds, one moiet}^ thereof to the prosecutor, the

other to the poor of said town ; said fine and forfeiture incurred by

the breach of this act to be recovered as in and by said first-mentioned

act is provided.

[Sect. 2.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of one

year from the publication hereof, and no longer. [Passed Febrziary

26
;
published March 20, 1767.
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CHAPTER 14.

AN ACT FOR DISCONTINUING TWO OF THE COURTS, AND FOR AL-
TERING THE TIME OF HOLDING ONE OF THE COURTS, OF GEN-
ERAL SESSIONS OF THE PEACE AND INFERIOR COURTS OF COMMON
PLEAS WITHIN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE.

"Whereas in and by the law made for the erecting and establishing Preamble,

the county of Berkshire, it was, among other things, enacted that there i^eo-ei, chap,

should be four courts of general sessions of the peace and inferior

courts of common pleas, held yearly, and in every year, at the times

and places hereinafter expressed ; viz™., at the north parish in Sheffield,

now called Great Barrington, on the last Tuesday of April and fii-st

Tuesday of September, and at Po[o]ntoosuck, now called Pittsfield, on

the first Tuesday of December and first Tuesday of March ; and lohereas

by experience it is found that much travel, time and expence is unne-

cessaril}^ incurred thereby,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and House of

Representatives,

[Sect. 1.] That from and after the tenth day of March next ensu- Twoconrts
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iiig, there shall be held and kept within the said count}- of Berkshire,

3'early, and in every year, until the further order of this court, two
courts of general sessions of the peace and inferior courts of common
pleas, and no more ; viz^., at Great Barrington, on the first Tuesday of

September, and at Pittsfield, on the last Tuesday of Februarj-, anything

in the aforerecited act to the contrary notwithstanding.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That the clerk of the inferior court of common pleas, in

and for the said count}" of Berkshire, is hereby authorized and required

to make all executions, which shall issue after the said tenth of March,
on judgment[s] obtained in the said court, returnable into the clerk's

office at the end of three months from the respective dates thereof, in

case, at the time of issuing them, it shall be more than three months to

the time hereinbefore set and established for holding the said court

which shall be next following the day of the date of such execution ; and
in case it shall not be more than three months from the day of the date

of such execution, to the time hereinbefore set for holding the said court

which shall be next following the da.y of the date of such execution, the

same shall be made returnable on the da}' on which, according to this

act, the said court shall be next holden. '[Passed February 27 ;
pub-

lished Jfarch 20, 1767.

CHAPTER 15.

AN ACT FOE. EEECTING THE AVESTEELY PAET OF THE TOWN OF
TOWNSEND, IN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, THE NOETHEELY
PAET OF THE TOWN OF FITCHBUEGH, AND THE NOETH-EASTEELY
PAET OF THE TOAVN OF ASHBUENHAM, IN THE COUNTY OF WOECES-
TEE, INTO A TOWN BY THE NAME OF ASHBY, TO BE ANNEXED
TO THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX.
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:

Whereas it has been represented to this court that the inhabitants

of the westerly part of the town of Townsend, in the county of Middle-

sex, the northerly part of the town of Fitchburgh, and the north-easterly

part of the town of Ashburnham, in the county of AYorcester, labour

under great difficulties, by reason of their not being erected into a

town, and are desirous of being so erected,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and House of
Hejjresentatives,

[Sect. 1.] That the westerly part of Townsend, in the county of

Middlesex, the northerly part of Fitchburgh, and the north-easterly part

of Ashburnham, in the county of Worcester, described as follows
;

viz^'^., begin[n]ing at the south-westerly corner of Townsend, and run-

[n]ing, northerly, to the south-westerly corner of James Colman's sec-

ond division, lot number eighteen ; then, run[?r]ing, on the westerly

line of said lot, to the north-west corner of said Colman's lot ; then,

extending, the same point, to the province line ; then, turning, and run-

[n]ing, easterly, on the province line, to Townsend north-west corner

;

then, run[w]ing, easterly, on the province line, three miles ; then, turn-

ing, and run[n]ing, southerly, four miles one hundred and ten rods, to

Lunenb[o]urgh north-west corner ; then, run[n]ing, southerly, half a

mile, on the line between Lunenburgh and Fitchburgh ; then, run[?i]ing,

westerly, to Ashburnham east line; then, run[?i]ing, northerly, to

Townsend south-west corner, where it first began,—be and hereby are

erected into a town by the name of Ashby ; and that the inhabitants

thereof be and hereby are invested with all the powers, privileges and


