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said beaches, meadows or shores, within the hmits aforesaid ; which

penalt}' shall be recovered b}- the selectmen or treasurer of said district

of Wei [/] fleet, or any other person that shall inform or sue for the

same : the one half of said forfeiture to him or them that shall inform

and sue for the same, the other half to be to and for the use of the

poor of said "Wei [Z] fleet.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That it shall be lawful for any owner or proprietor of

the said meadows or beaches, or any other person, finding any cattle or

horse-kind feeding or going at large upon the meadows or beaches

aforesaid, or any of them, to impound the same, giving public notice

thereof in the district of Wel[Z]fleet, and in the two next adjoining

towns ; and shall relieve said creatures, while impounded, with suitable

meat and water : and the owner thereof appearing, shall pay to the im-

pounder two shillings and sixpence damages for each head of neat

cattle or horse-kind, and fourpence for each sheep, so impounded, and
costs of impounding them ; and if the owner do not appear within the

space of six daj'S, and pay the damage and cost occasioned by im-

pounding such cattle, horse-kind or sheep, shall cause them to be sold

at public vendue, for paying such damages and costs arising by such

sale: public notice of the time and place of such sale, being given

fort3^-eight hours beforehand ; and the overplus, if any there be, to be

returned to the owner of such cattle or horse-kind, on demand, at any
time within twelve months next after the sale ; and if no owner shall

appear within the said twelve months, then one moiet}' of the overplus

shall be to the party impounding, and the other moiet}^ thereof to the

use of the poor of the district of Wei [Z] fleet.

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the proprietors of the said islands be impowered
to erect a pound upon either of the said islands which they may think

proper, to impound such cattle, horse-kind or sheep, as ma}' be found

feeding on the said meadows and beaches ; and to chuse one or more
haywards, from time to time, during the continuance of this act, to put

in execution the said act, agre[e]able to the true intent and meaning
thereof.

[Sect. 4.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of

five years from the twent3'-fifth day of March next, and to the end
of the next session, and no longer. [Pa.ssecZ February 26

;
published

March 5, 1768.

CHAPTEK 14
AN ACT TO ENABLE THE PROPRIETORS AND PURCHASERS [AND] IN
THE TOWN OF DARTMOUTH, IN THE COUNTY OF BRISTOL, TO
RAISE MONIES AND LEVY TAXES, AND TO SUE AND DEFEND IN
CERTAIN CASES.

Preamble. Whereas the records of the proprietors of the said town of Dart-

mouth, in the jear one thousand seven hundred and twenty-five, were
burnt, with the dwelling-house of their proprietors' clerk, so that great

difficulties have since arisen, not onl}' to the said proprietors, but to

those persons that purchased of the proprietors, more especiall}' in

cases where the said proprietors are obliged to sue or defend any action

or actions that have been or may be brought against them, by reason

that it is impracticable to distinguish, at this time, the original propri-

etors from the purchasers, as they are called,

—
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Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Representa-

tives,

[Sect. 1.] That, for the future, the proprietors and purchasers of

the town of Dartmouth be and are hereby impowered to sue and de-

fend, in all real actions, by the name of The Proprietors and Purchas-

ers of the town of Dartmouth, as fully, to all intents and purposes, as

proprietors are, b}' law, impowered to do.

And he it farther enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That all meetings held in said town of Dartmouth, here-

tofore, hy the name of proprietors' and purchasers' meetings, and their

proceedings thereon, be and hereby are confirmed, to all intents and

purposes whatever, as full}' as if said meetings had been called by the

proprietors of said Dartmouth only ; and all votes and orders for rais-

ing monies, at any such meetings, are hereby confirmed and made
valid, to all intents and purposes whatever.

And he it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That, for tlie future, the proprietors and purchasers of

said Dartmouth are hereby impowered jointh^ to call meetings to raise

monies for the necessar}' uses of said proprietors and purchasers, in as

full and ample manner as is dii'ccted in an act of this province, made in

the thirteenth year of the reign of his late majesty King George the

First, intitled "An Act in addition to an act, intitled 'An Act to enable

towns, villages and proprietors, in common and undivided lands, «S:c.,

to sue and be sued, made in the sixth year of the reign of King Wil-

liam and Queen Mary.' " \_Passed February 26 ;
published March 5,

1768.
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CHAPTEE 15.

AN ACT FOR ENQUIRING INTO THE RATEABLE ESTATES OF THIS
PROVINCE.

"Whereas the rateable estates of the several towns and districts in

this province are much altered since the last valuation,

—

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Representa-

tives,

[Sect. 1.] That the assessors of each town and district within this

province, chosen for the 3'ear one thousand seven hundred and sixty-

eight, shall, on oath, take and lodge in the secretary's office, by the

first day of June next, a true and perfect list, according to their best

sldll and understanding, agreeable to the following list :

—

Number of polls rateable ; number of polls not rateable ; number of

dwelling-houses, and the annual worth ; ditto of tan-houses, slaughter-

houses, and other working-houses and shops, seperate from dwelling-

houses, and their annual worth ; number of still-houses, and the annual

worth ; number of warehouses, and the annual worth ; number of super-

ficial feet of wharf; number of grist-mills, fulling-mills and saw-mills,

and the annual worth ; number of iron-works and furnaces, and their

annual worth ; other real estate, and the annual worth ; servants for

life, between fourteen and fortj'-five years of age ; an account of each

person's trading stock or goods on hand, paid for or unpaid for, at

home or abroad ; factorage or the value of commissions on merchandize
;

tons of vessels of every kind, upwards often tons' burthen, to be given

in carpenters' tonnage, at home or abroad ; money that any person has

at interest more than he or she pays interest for ; number of horses and

mares, three years old and upwards ; number of oxen at four years old

Preamble.
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