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Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Representa-

tives,

[Sect. 1.] That, for the future, the proprietors and purchasers of

the town of Dartmouth be and are hereby impowered to sue and de-

fend, in all real actions, by the name of The Proprietors and Purchas-

ers of the town of Dartmouth, as fully, to all intents and purposes, as

proprietors are, b}' law, impowered to do.

And he it farther enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That all meetings held in said town of Dartmouth, here-

tofore, hy the name of proprietors' and purchasers' meetings, and their

proceedings thereon, be and hereby are confirmed, to all intents and

purposes whatever, as full}' as if said meetings had been called by the

proprietors of said Dartmouth only ; and all votes and orders for rais-

ing monies, at any such meetings, are hereby confirmed and made
valid, to all intents and purposes whatever.

And he it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That, for tlie future, the proprietors and purchasers of

said Dartmouth are hereby impowered jointh^ to call meetings to raise

monies for the necessar}' uses of said proprietors and purchasers, in as

full and ample manner as is dii'ccted in an act of this province, made in

the thirteenth year of the reign of his late majesty King George the

First, intitled "An Act in addition to an act, intitled 'An Act to enable

towns, villages and proprietors, in common and undivided lands, «S:c.,

to sue and be sued, made in the sixth year of the reign of King Wil-

liam and Queen Mary.' " \_Passed February 26 ;
published March 5,

1768.
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CHAPTEE 15.

AN ACT FOR ENQUIRING INTO THE RATEABLE ESTATES OF THIS
PROVINCE.

"Whereas the rateable estates of the several towns and districts in

this province are much altered since the last valuation,

—

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Representa-

tives,

[Sect. 1.] That the assessors of each town and district within this

province, chosen for the 3'ear one thousand seven hundred and sixty-

eight, shall, on oath, take and lodge in the secretary's office, by the

first day of June next, a true and perfect list, according to their best

sldll and understanding, agreeable to the following list :

—

Number of polls rateable ; number of polls not rateable ; number of

dwelling-houses, and the annual worth ; ditto of tan-houses, slaughter-

houses, and other working-houses and shops, seperate from dwelling-

houses, and their annual worth ; number of still-houses, and the annual

worth ; number of warehouses, and the annual worth ; number of super-

ficial feet of wharf; number of grist-mills, fulling-mills and saw-mills,

and the annual worth ; number of iron-works and furnaces, and their

annual worth ; other real estate, and the annual worth ; servants for

life, between fourteen and fortj'-five years of age ; an account of each

person's trading stock or goods on hand, paid for or unpaid for, at

home or abroad ; factorage or the value of commissions on merchandize
;

tons of vessels of every kind, upwards often tons' burthen, to be given

in carpenters' tonnage, at home or abroad ; money that any person has

at interest more than he or she pays interest for ; number of horses and

mares, three years old and upwards ; number of oxen at four years old
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and upwards ; number of cows and heifers at tliree years old and up-

wards ; number of goats and sheep, one ^'ear old and upwards ; number
of swine, one year old and upwards ; number of acres of pasturage, and
the number of cows said pasturage and the after-feed of the whole farm
will keep ; number of acres of tillage-land ; number of bushels of grain

and corn of all sorts said tillage-land will produce, one 3ear with another,

in case it was improved for grain ; number of barrels of cyder that can
be made upon the farm one year with another ; number of acres of

mowing-land ; number of tons of upland hay ; number of tons of fresh

meadow hay ; number of acres of salt marsh ; number of tons of salt

hay :—a printed copy of which list shall be, by the treasurer of the prov-

ince, sent to the clerk of each town and district therein, containing an
account of all male iX)lls of sixteen j-ears old and upwards, whether at

home or abroad, distinguishing such as are exempt from rates ; and of

all rateable estates, both real and personal, lying within or adjacent to

their respective towns and districts, and by whom occupied, and what
each person's real estate may be worth by the 3ear, taking one year
with another ; particularly mentioning dwelling-houses and land, tan-

houses, slaughter-houses and other working-houses and shops, separate

from dwelling-houses, still-houses, warehouses, wharves, grist-mills,

fulling-mills, saw-mills, iron-works and furnaces ; and what each of said

estates may be worth by the j'ear, in the judgment of said assessors,

without consideration of repairs ; and of all Indian, negro or molatto

servants for life, from fourteen to forty-five years of age ; and the num-
ber of tons of vessels of every kind, upwards of ten tons' burthen (to be

given in, in carpenters' tonnage) , whether at home or abroad ; and each

person's whole stock in trade, including factorage or the value of com-
missions on merchandize ; and monej' at interest which any person has

more than he pays interest for ; and also of all horses, oxen, cows,

goats, sheep and swine, at the respective ages set in said list. And said

assessors, in taking said valuation, shall distinguish the different im-

provements of land, and return their list in the following manner : the

number of acres of pasture, the number of acres of tillage-land, the

number of acres of salt marsh, and the number of acres of fresh, and
English mowing-land ; and also what stock each pasture is ordinarily

capable of feeding, and what quantity of produce the said tillage,

mowing, and orchai'd, land jearly afibrds, taking one year with another :

excepting that the governor, the lieutenant-governor, president, fellows,

professors, tutors and students of Harvard College, settled ministers

and grammar-school masters, with their families,—for their polls, and
for their estates in their own actual improvement,—as also the estate

pertaining to Harvard College, under their own actual improvement,
shall be exempted out of this act ; and said assessors, before they enter

on this work, shall take the following oath :

—

You, A. B., being chosen an assessor for the town of B., for the year one
thousand seven hundred and sixty-eight, do swear that j'ou will faithfully and
impartially, according to your best skill and judgment, do and perform the

whole duty of an assessor, as directed and enjoined by an act of this province

made in the present year, intitled "An Act for enquiring into the rateable

estates of this province," without favour or prejudice. So help you God.

— which oath, in such towns or districts where no justice of the peace

dwells, shall be administered by the town or district clerks, who are

hereby impowered and directed to administer the same, on penalt}' of

ten pounds ; and every assessor who shall be chosen by any town or

district, in the year one thousand seven hundred and sixtj^-eight, and

accepted such choice, that shall refuse to take such oath, shall forfeit

and pay the sum of forty pounds ; or, taking the same, shall neglect ov
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refuse to do the dut}^ required by this act, or shall anywa}' act deceit-

fulh' therein, shall, for each of these offences, forfeit and pay a fine

of fifty pounds.
[Sect. 2.] And every person not necessarily out of the province; Persons to give

viz., on and from the tenth day of April next, to the twentieth day of Iheassesso^sl^oa

Ma}' next (in which cases they shall be doomed by the assessors as is oath, if required,

hereafter expressed ) , refusing or neglecting to give such assessor or

assessors, in writing, and on oath if required, a true account of his

rateable estate and improvements, agreeable to the true intent of this

act, shall be doomed b}^ the assessors, accordingly, to their best skill

and judgment ; and shall, for each offence, forfeit and pay the sum of

fifty pounds : which oath, if required, shall be in the following form
;

viz.,

—

You, C. D., do swear that the account now exhibited by you is, to the best Form of the

of your knowledge and judgment, a full account of all your rateables, agree- *''*''*•

able to the list now exhibited to you. So help you God.

— and every assessor shall be allowed, out of the treasury of his re-

spective town or district, the sum of four shillings for ever}" day he shall

be necessarily employed in doing the duty enjoined by this act.

A7id be it further enacted.

[Sect. 3.] That the assessors of each town and district in this

province, for the year one thousand seven hundred and sixty-seven,

shall, by the abovesaid first day of June next, transmit to the secre-

tary's office a true and perfect copy, on oath, of the valuation and
state-bill, by which they made the taxes in their particular towns and
districts for that year, and also a true copy of the province tax made
by such list and valuation ; on penalty that each assessor neglecting his

duty therein shall forfeit and pay twenty pounds.
And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That if, in any of the towns and districts aforesaid, it so

happens that any of the assessors, for the year one thousand seven hun-

dred and sixty-seven, be dead or removed, in that case the remaining
part of said assessors shall and are hereby impowered to act in all

cases touching the valuation and state bill and copy of the province

tax aforesaid, as fully as if there had been no such death or removal.

[Sect. 5.] And all fines and forfeitures arising by this act may be
recovered by action of debt, presentment or indictment, at any of his

majesty's courts within this province proper to try the same ; and shall

be applied, one moiety, to him or them that shall sue for the same, and
the other moiety, to his majesty to and for the use of this government.
And whereas it may happen that some rateable estate, by shifting

hands, may be liable to be given in twice to the assessors, or not given

in at all,

—

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 6.] That every peison in each town and district within this

province, in giving in to the assessors a list of his rateables, shall esti-

mate such rateable estate, agreeable to this act, as he is possessed of

on the tenth day of April next. \_Passed February 26 ;
published

March 5, 1768.
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