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CHAPTEE 16.

AN ACT IN FURTHER ADDITION TO THE SEVERAL ACTS FOR THE
SETTLEMENT AND SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS AND SCHOOLMASTERS.

Prearnblc.
1718-19, chap. 2.

10 Met., 515.
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"Whereas it may happen that where towns or districts consist of

several precincts, some of such precincts may be disposed to expend
more for the instruction of children and j-outh, in useful learning, within

their own bounds, than, as parts of such towns or districts, they are, by
law, held to do, and no provision has hitherto been made to enable

precincts to raise money for that purpose ; and whereas the encourage-

ment of learning tends to the promotion of religion and good morals,

and the estabhshment of liberty, civil and religious,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and House of
Representatives,

[Sect. 1.] That when and so often as the major part of the inhab-

itants of ail}' precinct, at their annual meeting legally warned, shall agree

on the building, finishing or repairing of any schoolhouse, or the de-

fr[e][a]ying any other charge for the support of schools and school-

masters, and shall also agree on any sum or sums of money for such

purpose or purposes, the assessors of such precinct are hereby impowered
and required to assess the same on the polls and estates within the said

precinct ; and all such rates or assessments shall be paid to the constable

or collector to whom the same shall be committed, with a warrant from
said assessors in form as by law is prescribed for collecting of town
assessments ; and every constable or collector to whom any such rates

or assessments shall be committed, with a warrant as aforesaid, shall

levy, gather and receive the same, according to the direction in the

warrant to him given, and shall account for all such sums as he shall so

receive, and make payment of the same to the treasurer of such precinct

or other receiver, as, b}' his warrant, he shall be required ; and be sub-

ject to the pains and penalties, in case of neglect, as is, b}' law, provided

in the several acts of this province, respecting the levying and collecting

of other precinct assessments.

[Sect. 2.] This act to continue and be in force until July, one
thousand seven hundred and seventy-, and no longer. \^Passed Febru"

ary 26
;
published March 5, 1768.

CHAPTEE 17.

AN ACT TO PREVENT THE DESTRUCTION OF THE SALT MEADOWS,
LYING IN THE TOAVNS OF TISBURY AND CHILMARK.

Preamble^
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"Whereas the salt meadows lying in the towns of Tisbury and Chilmark,

in the county of Dukes County, bj' reason of the ponds overflowing the

same, have been greatly damaged, being occasioned, in a great measure,

by the proprietors thereof not being able to agree upon the times when,
or the places where, the said meadows might be drained ; for remedy
whereof for the future,

—

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Representa'

tives,

[Sect. 1.] That the proprietors of the meadows lying and adjoining

to the ponds and creeks in the towns of Tisbury and Chilmark aforesaid,

in which are comprehended all the meadows from the east end of Tis-
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bury Great Pond, to the west end of the pond called and known b}- the

name of Chilmark Pond, are hereby impowered, in the month of March,

annually-, to make an opening into the sea, out of the pond in Chilmark,

called and known by the name of Black-Point Pond,—the said pond

lying contiguous to the meadows in Tisbury aforesaid,—to be continued

open until the tenth day of September then next following, annually,

and at no other time, at the expence of the proprietors of the meadows
aforesaid, in proportion to their several rights and interest in said

meadows.
And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That the proprietors of the meadows in the town of

Chilmark aforesaid, be and are hereby impowered to open the pond
called and known by the name of Chilmark Pond, at any time from the

tenth day of September, to the last day of November, annually, during

the continuance of tWs act, and at no other time ; and that the proprie-

tors of the meadows, from the east end of the creek, in s[aijd Chilmark,

called and known by the name of Quonsoo Creek, westward, to the

west end of said Chilmark Pond, shall pay their proportion of the ex-

pences that may arise in opening said Chilmark Pond, in money or labour,

at their discretion.

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That if an}- person or persons shall presume to make an
opening out of the said ponds, at any other time or place, or to stop up
an_y openings after being so made, contrary to the true intent and mean-
ing of this act, he or they shall forfeit and pa}" the sum of twent}^

pounds, to be recovered by action of debt in an^^ of his majesty's courts

of record proper to try the same ; one moiety thereof to be to and for

the use of the poor of said town, the other moiety to be to and for the

use of him or them that shall sue for the same.

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That the major part of the proprietors of said meadows
be and hereb}- are impowered to make choice of a standing proprietors'

committee of three meet persons, and, on the death or removal of one

or more of said committee, to fill them up by the choice of other person

or persons, who also shall have power to order and regulate the times of

said openings, as limited by this act, and also to apportion the labour

in making said openings, among said proprietors, agre[e]able to their

respective rights and interest ; and, in case of their neglect or refusal to

perform the same, the said committee are impowered, from time to time,

to assess said delinquent proprietors, and to appoint and swear a col-

lector or collectors for the collecting and paying in the sums so assessed,

to the committee aforesaid, for the defr[e][a]ying the expences of said

openings ; which persons so chosen and appointed, being sworn to the

faithful performance of their duty, shall be and hereby are vested with

the same power and authority, for the purposes aforesaid, as other pro-

prietors' committees, assessors and collectors, by law are vested with.

And he it further enacted,

[Sect. 5.] That Mat[t]hew Mayhew, Esq^""^., is hereby impowered
to call a meeting of said jn'oprietors, for choosing said committee ; at

which meeting the proprietors aforesaid are likewise impowered to

make choice of a moderator, who shall have power to regulate the same,

—the votes to be reckoned according to the interest of each voter : at

which s[(«']d meeting, the proprietors aforesaid shall have power to

agree upon some method for calling meetings for the future.

[Sect. 6.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of

three years from the first day of March, [1768], [one thousand seven

hundred and sixty-eight'] , and no longer. [Passed February 26
;
pub-

lished March 5, 1768.
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