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render the proceedings in such cases more eas}', legal and expeditious

for the future,

—

Be it enacted hy the Governor, Council and House of Representa-

tives,

[Sect. 1.] That when and so often as any criminal offender or

offenders in any other of his majesty's colonies, shall make his or their

escape from justice, and come into this province, and any proper process

shall issue against such person or persons where he or they committed
such offence, and he or they shall be pursued, and followed into this

province, it shall be in the power of any of his majesty's justices of the

l)eace within this province, in their respective countieSy on application

to them made, to issue their warrant against such offender or offenders,

that they may be brought before them, or some other of his majesty's

justices of the peace for said county, to be examined thereon ; and if

they shall think proper, on such examination, the}' iii^y ^"d hereby are

impowered to commit, or, b}- warrant under their hands and seals,

directed to the sheriff or his deputy, or the constables of the several

towns, as may be necessar}-, to send and convey such offender or

offenders to the confines of such colony from whence they have escaped,

and there to deliver such offender to some proper officer in such colon}',

that the}' may be holden to answer for such offence according to law,

there ; and, where it shall be necessary, such offender be conveyed
thro'[M{7/i] several counties in this province, in order for his being

returned to the colony where he offended as afores [at] d, every of his

majesty's justices of the peace, in their several and respective counties,

shall be and they are hereby impowered, hy warrant, as aforesaid, to

order and direct the conveyance of such offender thro'[w(7/<] their several

counties, towards the place where he offended.

And for the furtherance of justice in the most easy and expeditious

manner, where such offenders in any one county in this province shall

escape into any other county in the same,

—

Be it farther enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That when and so often as any justice of the peace in

any county within this province, on complaint to him made, shall issue

his warrant against any criminal offender, for any offence committed in

such county, and the said offender shall have escaped into any other

county, it shall be in the power of any justice of the peace in such
county where sucli offender is, to proceed in the same method, in appre-

hending such offender and sending him back for tryal to the county
from whence he came, as in the case aforesaid, where the offender shall

have come from another colony. [^Passed June 30.

CHAPTER 14.

AX ACT FOR SUPPLYING THE TREASURY WITH ONE HUNDRED THOU-
SAND POUNDS, TO BE APPLIED FOR THE REDEMPTION OF GOV-
ERNMENT SECURITIES THAT WILL BECOME DUE IN THE YEAR
OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND SIXTY-NINE.

Preamble. Whereas, ill and by an act made and passed in the seventh year of
1-67-68, chap. 7, |jjg majesty's reigu, intitled " An Act for supplying the treasury with

the sum of one hundred and twenty-five thousand eight hundred and
fifty pounds, to be applied for the redemption of government securities

that will become due in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hun-
dred and sixty-eiglit," among other things it is enacted that a tax of
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one luindrcd and thirty-two thousand one hundred and forty-two pounds
ten shillings he levied on polls, and estates both real and personal

within this province, to enable the treasurer to discharge the receipts

and obligations that will become due in June, one thousand seven hun-

dred and sixty-nine ; and in case the general court shall omit levying

and proportioning such tax at their session in June, seventeen hundred
and sixt3'-eight, the treasurer of the province, by the act aforesaid, is

directed to issue and send forth his warrants, directed to the assessors

or selectmen of each town and district within the province, requiring

them to assess the polls, and estates both real and personal within their

several towns and distilcts, for their respective parts and proportions

of the sums before directed and engaged to be assessed ; cmd ivhereas it

is uncertain whether the new valuation can be compleated, so thnt a

tax can be levied and apportioned, this session ; and this court looking

uj^on it as a matter of the last importance to support the faith and
credit of the government ; and as the possessors of the government
securities that will become due in June, seventeen hundred and sixty-

nine, are willing to continue their money upon loan, payable at a fur-

ther period ; therefore,

—

Be it enacted h>j the Governor, Council and House of Representa-
tives,

[Sect. 1.] That the treasurer be and he herein- is directed not to

issue forth his warrants as aforesaid ; and that he be and he hereby is

directed and [e][/]mpowered to borrow, of such person or persons as

shall appear ready to lend the same." from time to time, as he shall have
occasion for the money, a sum not exceeding one hundred thousand
pounds, in mill'd dollars at six shillings each, or in the several species

of coined silver and gold enumerated in an act, made and passed in the

twenty-third year of his late majesty King George the Second, inti-

t[*t]led *' An Act for ascertaining the rates at which coined silver and
gold, English halfpence and farthings, may pass within the govern-

ment; " and the sum so borrowed shall be applied as in this act is

hereafter directed ; and for the said sum the treasurer shall give his re-

ceipt or obligation in the form following :

—

Province of the INIassachusetts Bay, tlie day of , A.D.
Borrowed and received of the sum of , for the use and
service of the province of the Massachusetts Bay ; and, in belialf of said prov-
ince, I do promise and oblige myself and successors in tlie office of treasurer,

to repay the said or to his order, the twentieth day of June, one
thousand seven hundred and seventy, the aforesaid suui of , in

Spanish mill'd dollars at six shillings each, or in the several species of coined

gold and silver enumerated in an act. made and passed in tlie twenty-third

year of his late majesty King George the Second, [i][e]ntit[u]led " An Act for

ascertaining the rates at which coined silver and gold, English halfpence and
fai'tliings, may pass within tiie goverument," and according to the rates

therein mentioned, with the interest, annually, at five percent.

Witness my hand. H. G., Treasurer.

A. B.,)

C. I)., - Committee.

Provided, yievertheless,—
[Sect. 2.] That if this court shall levy a tax this 3-ear, to be paid

into the treasury for any part of said sum of one hundred thousand
pounds, the treasurer io hereby directed to borrow so much short of

what he is otherwise direct?d to borrow b}' virtue of this act.

And he it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the treasurer, in issuing said receipts and obliga-

tions, and the commiLt:?e chosen to countersign Ihem, shall observe and
be governed by the rules and directions given them by an act of this
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province, made in the second _year of his present majesty's reign, inti-

t[M]led " An Act to supply the treasury with the sum of twenty-five

thousand pounds."
And he it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That the said sum of one hundred thousand pounds,
ordered to be borrowed by this act, when received into the treasury,

shall be applied bj' the treasurer for the redemption of government
securities that will become due in June, one thousand seven hundred
and sixtj-nine.

And in order to draw said mone}' into the treasury again, and enable
the treasurer effectuall}' to discharge the receipts and obligations (with

the interest that ma^' be due thereon) b}- him given in pursuance of this

act, we, his majesty's most dutiful and lo3al subjects, the representa-

tives of the province of the Massachusetts Ba}', in gi-eat and general
court assembled, have chearfully given and granted unto his most ex-

cellent majesty a tax of one hundred and five thousand pounds, to be
levied on polls, and estates both real and personal within the province,

according to such rules, and in such proportions on the several towns
and districts within this province, as shall be agreed on and ordered by
the great and general court or assemblj- at their session in Ma}', one
thousand seven hundred and sixty-nine, and to be paid into the pub-
lic [k] treasury on or before the thirty-first day of March, one thousand
seven hundred and seventy; and pra}' that it may be enacted,

—

And be it accordingly enacted by the Governor, Council and House of
Representatives

,

[Sfxt. .5.] That there be and hereb}' is granted unto his most
excellent majesty the sum of one hundred and five thousand pounds,
to be accordingly levied on polls, and estates both real and personal,

within the province, according to such rules, and in such proportions

on the several towns and districts within the province, as shall be
agreed on and ordered by the general court or assembly at their session

in May, one thousand seven hundred and sixt^-nine.

And be it farther enacted,

[Sect. 6.] That if the general court, at their session in May, one
thousand seven hundred and sixt3'-nine, and some time before the

twentieth day of June in said .year, shall not agree and conclude upon
an act apportioning the sums which b}- this act are engaged to be paid
in said year, apportioned, assessed and levied, then and in such case
each town and district within this province shall pa}', by [a] tax to be
levied on the polls, and estates both real and personal, within their

limits, the same proportion of the said sum as the said towns and
districts were taxed b}' the general court in the tax act then last

preceeding.

[Sect. 7.] And the province treasurer is hereby [e][i3mpowered
and directed, some time in the month of June, in the same 3'ear, one
thousand seven hundred and sixt^'-nine, to issue and send forth his

warrants, directed to the assessors or selectmen of each town and
district within this province, requiring them to assess the polls, and
estates both real and personal, within their several towns and districts,

for their respective parts and proportions of the sums before directed

and engaged to be assessed, to be paid into the treasuiy at or before the

aforementioned time ; and the assessors, as also persons assessed, shall

observe, be governed bv, and subject to, all such rules and directions

as shall have been given in the then last preceeding tax act.

And he it farther enacted,

[Sect. 8.] That the treasurer be and he hereby is directed to

api)ly thirty-two thousand one hundred and fort3'-two pounds ten
shillings, of the surplusage that will be in the treasuiy in June next, for
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the redemption of the notes that will then become due, which, with the charge govem-

sura he is ordered to borrow by virtue of this act, will be sufficient to
"^eutBecurities.

redeem them. [^Passed and piihUshed June 30.

CHAPTER 15.

AN ACT TO ENABLE THE INHABITANTS OF LENOX IN THE COUNTY
OF BERKSHIRE, WITH OTHER PROPRIETORS OF LANDS THERE, TO
RAISE TAXES ON THE LANDS THERE, FOR BRINGING FORWARD
THE SETTLEMENT OF THE SAID LANDS, AND FOR OTHER PUBLIC
PURPOSES FOR THE BENEFIT OF SAID DISTRICT; AND ALSO TO
INFORCE THE PAYMENT OF SUCH TAXES AS HAVE BEEN GRANTED
BY THE INHABITANTS OF RICHMONT IN SAID COUNTY, AND ARE
NOT COLLECTED.

Whereas b}^ one law of this province, made and passed in the fourth

_year of his present majest3''s reign, intitled " An Act to enable the pro-

prietors of the plantation called Yokum Town and Mount Ephraim, in

the county of Berkshire, to grant taxes on their lands, and bring for-

ward the settlement of said plantation," it is enacted, that the purchasers

of said plantation of Yokum Town and of Mount Ephraim shall be and
accordingly are incorporated into one distinct propriet}', and are vested

with the same powers and privile[d]ges as, b}' the laws of this province,

proprietors in common are vested with, so far as is necessary for the

calling meetings, granting taxes upon the lands of the said purchasers

in said plantation, assessing, collecting and disposing of the monies so

raised, laying out, making and repairing necessar}' wa^ys, and for the

carrj'ing forward the settlement of the said plantation agre[e]able

to the order of the general court ; and whereas, afterwards, the said new-

plantation was, by another law of this province, incorporated into a

town by the name of Richmont, and, hy the same law, it was provided

and enacted that all taxes to be raised within said town for the settling

a minister, building a meeting-house or meeting-houses, laying out,

making or repairing roads, be levied upon the several proprietors of

said plantation, according to their interest, agre[e]able to the act

first aforesaid, until the further order of the general court ; and
whereas sundry taxes have been agreed upon and assessed, agre[e]able

to the act aforesaid, and for the purposes aforesaid, on the proprietors

of lands in said Richmont, part of which remains uncollected, and the

same cannot be collected without the further aid of the general court,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and House of
' Representatives,

[Sect. 1.] That the lands in said Richmont, of the several pro-

prietors there assessed as aforesaid who have not paid their respective

proportion [s] of such assessments, shall be subject to the payment
thereof, and to sale therefor, by the assessors there who made such

assessments, in the same manner as the lands of proprietors in new
plantations were liable to be sold b}- virtue of an act made in the second

year of his present majest^-'s reign, intitled "An Act to subject the

unimproved lands, within this province, to be sold for the payment of

taxes assessed on them b}' order of the great and general court, and

votes and agreements of the proprietors thereof, and to enable proprie-

tors to lev}' province and county taxes laid on them."
And whereas, since the making such assessments as aforesaid, the

easterly part of said Richmont hath, b}' one law of this province, made
in the seventh year of his present majesty's reign, been incorporated

Preamble.
1763-64, chap.
24, § 1.

1765-66, chap.
16, § 2.
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