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into a district by the name of Lenox, and, from the consideration of

the pecLiUar circumstances of the said district, it appears reasonable and
necessary that, for the present, the taxes that may be raised there for

settling a minister, building. a meeting-house, la3'ing out, making and
repairing highways, be levied upon the several proprietors of said

district, according to their interest in the lands there,

—

Be it therefore enacted^

[Sect. 2.] That all taxes that shall be voted and agreed upon in

the said district, for settling a minister, building a meeting-house, la}'-

ing out, making or repairing highways, shall be assessed upon the

several proprietors of those lands, according to their interest in the

lands there, until this court shall otherwise order ; and that the several

[u-oprietors of lands in said district, whether resident in said district or

not, shall have equal right, according to their interest thei-ein, to vote

in the granting and raising such taxes ; and that the same shall be

granted at meetings of the said proprietors, to be called agre[e]able to

the directions of an act of this province, made in the twelfth year of the

reign of her late majest}' Queen Ann, intitled " An Act directing how
meetings of proprietors of lands lying in common ma}' be called ;

" and
that, in case any such proprietor shall neglect or refuse to pay his pro-

portion of any such tax so set on him as aforesaid, the same shall be
levied by the sale of his lands there, by the assessors, according to the

directions and in such manner as is prescribed in the act aforesaid,

made in the second year of his present majesty's reign ; and that all

sales of such delinquent proprietor's lands, for such taxes, agre[e]able

to the rules in said act prescribed, shall be good and valid to all intents

and purposes whatsoever. \_P(issed Jane 30.

CHAPTEK 16.

AN ACT FOR ERECTING THE NEW PLANTATION CALLED NUMBER
THREE, IN THE COUNTY OF HAMPSHIRE, INTO A TOWN BY THE
NAME OF WORTHINGTON.

Bounds of the
town of
AVortbington.

Preamble. Whekeas the erecting the new plantation called Number Three, in the

county of Hampshire, into a town, will greatly encourage and forward
the further settlement thereof, and remove many difficulties the inhab-

itants already settled there at present labour under,

—

Be it tlierf'fure enacted by the Governor, Council and House of
Repref^entatioes,

[Sect. 1.] That the new plantation called Number Three, in the

county of Hampshire, bounding, easterly, on Chesterfield ; southerh',

partly on Murrayfield, and partly on Becket ; westerl}', parti}' on a new
township called Hartwood, and partly on the new township number
two ; northerly, on the new township number five,—being the township,

which, by a committee of this court, was, in the year one thousand seven
hundred and sixty-two, sold at public [k] A'endue to Aaron Willard,

Esq"^"^^., in behalf of himself and others,—be and hereby is made a town
by the name of AVorthington ; and the inhabitants thereof are hereby
invested wdth all the powers, privileges and immunities that the inhab-

itants of other towns within this province enjoy.
Preamble. And whereas the said Aaron Willard, Esq^., purchased the lands

of the said township from the province, for himself and John Worthing-
ton, Josiah Dwight, Timothy Dwight, jun'r., and Salah Barnard,
Esqrs., to hold the same in the following proportion ; viz''^., the said
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John, Josiah, Timotlij' and Aaron to hold each one-sixth part thereof,

and the said 8alah one-third part thereof; and, by deeds between them-
selves mntualh' executed, settled the same among tlieraselves in that

proportion, exceptino; three pnblick rights, or sixty third parts, and
one right, or sixt3'-third part thereof by them first sold and conveyed
to one Clap; and the said purchasers afterwards surveyed and laid

out great part of the said lands into hundred-acre lot[t]s ; and, in their

meetings, as proprietors, have divided the greater part thereof among
themselves, to hold the same in severalty ; and, in order to bring for-

ward and comple[a]t[ff] the settlement of the same lands, and for the

fulfil [1]me nt and performance of the conditions of the grant thereof,

the said purchasers have, each of them, been disposing and conveying

such hundred-acre lot[t]s to persons who have engaged to settle

thereon, and have covenanted with said original purchasers respectively,

to do the duties of settlers, and to pay certain proportions ; viz^''., each
a sixtieth part of the cost and charge of building a meeting-liouse, and
settling a minister there,

—

Be it enacted^

[Sect. 2.] That the inhabitants of said town, such of them as have
undertaken to settle such rights and to contribute any part or propor-

tion towards the building a meeting-house and settling a minister, as

aforesaid, together with such of the original purchasers of said lands

who have not engaged a sufficient number of settlers in proportion to

their original share in said town, be and they are hereby [e][i]mpow-
ered, at a meeting to be called for that purpose, agre[e]able to the direc-

tions of an act of this province made in the twelfth 3ear of the reign

of her late majesty Queen Ann[e], intitled "An Act directing how
meetings of proprietors of lands lying in common ma}- be called," to

chuse a clerk, treasurer, assessors and collectors, and any other officer

or officers that proprietors of common lands may ch[oo][i<]se, the votes

alwaj's to be collected according to the interest ; and at such meeting,

or at any future meeting called agre[e]able to the directions of the act

aforesaid, may agree upon and grant any sum or sums of money the}'

may think proper, for any or either of the purposes aforesaid, to be

assessed on the several original purchasers, o'r their assignees, of the

lands there as aforesaid, according to their several interests therein, and
the contract and obligations they have made thereabout.

And to the end that the proportions of the several purchasers afore-

said, in said lands, and the assignees to whom they have respectiveh'

com'ej'ed an}- part of the same, under contract of doing any share of

the settling-cluties aforesaid, may be the better known in said town,

—

Be it enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That each and every of the original proprietors afore-

said, shall file with the clerk of the said town, within three months after

his choice and acceptance of said office, an account of his original share

in said township, and a list of the names of the several persons to Avhom
he has conveyed any part of his lands there, under contract of doing any
settling-duties there, with account of what proportion of such duties

each assignee has engaged to perform ; and that such list and account

shall be the rule by which the assessors shall proceed in making such

assessments against any persons as assignees of said original purchasers ;

and if any of such original purchasers shall not make return to such
clerk, of such a number of assignees engaged to do and perform such

duties of settlement as shall be his proportion of duties according to

his share of said lands there, the assessors shall assess what remains on
his own lands, 'till such original purchasers shall make further return

to such clerk, of any other or new assignee of any of his lands who
shall have engaged the performance of any part of his duty of settle-
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ment; in which case such part shall for the future be set upon such

assignee.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That if any such original purchaser, or an}^ of their

assignees, shall refuse or neglect to pa}- any taxes that may be set on
them or their lands agre[e]able to this act, for either of the purposes

aforesaid, the assessors, of such taxes that shall be from time to time,

shall be and hereb}' are [e][i]mpowered to make sale of any such de-

linquent's lands there, for the payment thereof, the}' conforming therein

to the directions and regulations specified and contained in an act of

this province, that was made in the second j'ear of his present majesty's

reign, intitled " An Act to subject the unimproved lands within this

province, to be sold for payment of taxes assessed on them by order of
the great and general court, and votes and agreements of the proprie-

tors thereof, and to enable proprietors of new plantations to levy

province and county taxes laid upon them."
And to prevent any injustice to any of the inhabitants of the said

town, or other proprietors of lands there, by means of any false re-

turn against him, by any original purchaser, as his assignee, liable and
subject, by contract, to do any duty of settlement which he has not

undertaken, and thereby being subjected to an unreasonable assess-

ment upon him in consequence of such false return,

—

Be it enacted,

[Sect. 5.] That if any such original purchaser shall fals[e]ly re-

turn anj' person as his assignee of any lands in said town, and as liable

and engaged to do an}' duty of settlement on his behalf, which such
person is not liable or engaged to perform, and such person shall, by
means thereof, be subjected to any unjust assessment, against the true

design of this act, and shall actually suffer an}' loss or damage thereb}',

he shall be and is hereby intitled to treble the damages he shall so

suffer, to be recovered, with costs, against such original purchasers, by
action of debt, to be brought by virtue of this act.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 6.] That Israel Williams, Esq"^'^., be and hereby is [e][i]ni-

powered to issue his warrant, directed to some principal inhabitant of
said town, requiring him to call a meeting of said inhabitants, in order

to chuse such officers as, by law, towns are [e] [ijmpowered to chuse

in the month of March, annuall}'. [^Passed and published June 30.

CHAPTER 17.

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A TOLL ON THE GREAT BRIDGE BUILT OVER
THE RIVER PARKER, IN THE TOWN OF NEWBURY, IN THE COUNTY
OF ESSEX.

Preamble.'
1750-51, chap.
14.

A toll-gatherer,

Whereas the bridge some time since built over the river Parker, in

the town of Newbury, for the building of which a lottery was granted
by this province, has been found of great utilit}' to the public[k], and
the same being now in a considerable measure worn and decaj'ed, the

managers of the last lottery having also advanced a considerable sum
over and above what was raised by lottery, towards building the said

bridge ; for [the] reimbursing the said money, and for repairing [of]

[i/te] said bridge, no provision is yet made,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and Honse of
Mepresentatives,

[Sect. 1.] That there be a gate erected as soon as ma}- be, and a


