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ment; in which case such part shall for the future be set upon such

assignee.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That if any such original purchaser, or an}^ of their

assignees, shall refuse or neglect to pa}- any taxes that may be set on
them or their lands agre[e]able to this act, for either of the purposes

aforesaid, the assessors, of such taxes that shall be from time to time,

shall be and hereb}' are [e][i]mpowered to make sale of any such de-

linquent's lands there, for the payment thereof, the}' conforming therein

to the directions and regulations specified and contained in an act of

this province, that was made in the second j'ear of his present majesty's

reign, intitled " An Act to subject the unimproved lands within this

province, to be sold for payment of taxes assessed on them by order of
the great and general court, and votes and agreements of the proprie-

tors thereof, and to enable proprietors of new plantations to levy

province and county taxes laid upon them."
And to prevent any injustice to any of the inhabitants of the said

town, or other proprietors of lands there, by means of any false re-

turn against him, by any original purchaser, as his assignee, liable and
subject, by contract, to do any duty of settlement which he has not

undertaken, and thereby being subjected to an unreasonable assess-

ment upon him in consequence of such false return,

—

Be it enacted,

[Sect. 5.] That if any such original purchaser shall fals[e]ly re-

turn anj' person as his assignee of any lands in said town, and as liable

and engaged to do an}' duty of settlement on his behalf, which such
person is not liable or engaged to perform, and such person shall, by
means thereof, be subjected to any unjust assessment, against the true

design of this act, and shall actually suffer an}' loss or damage thereb}',

he shall be and is hereby intitled to treble the damages he shall so

suffer, to be recovered, with costs, against such original purchasers, by
action of debt, to be brought by virtue of this act.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 6.] That Israel Williams, Esq"^'^., be and hereby is [e][i]ni-

powered to issue his warrant, directed to some principal inhabitant of
said town, requiring him to call a meeting of said inhabitants, in order

to chuse such officers as, by law, towns are [e] [ijmpowered to chuse

in the month of March, annuall}'. [^Passed and published June 30.

CHAPTER 17.

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A TOLL ON THE GREAT BRIDGE BUILT OVER
THE RIVER PARKER, IN THE TOWN OF NEWBURY, IN THE COUNTY
OF ESSEX.

Preamble.'
1750-51, chap.
14.

A toll-gatherer,

Whereas the bridge some time since built over the river Parker, in

the town of Newbury, for the building of which a lottery was granted
by this province, has been found of great utilit}' to the public[k], and
the same being now in a considerable measure worn and decaj'ed, the

managers of the last lottery having also advanced a considerable sum
over and above what was raised by lottery, towards building the said

bridge ; for [the] reimbursing the said money, and for repairing [of]

[i/te] said bridge, no provision is yet made,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and Honse of
Mepresentatives,

[Sect. 1.] That there be a gate erected as soon as ma}- be, and a
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person appointed to attend the same, and to receive, of all persons

passing over tlie said bridge, the several fees or rates hereafter ex-

pressed, which every passenger is required to pay before they have
liberty to pass the same ; that is to say, for ever}- foot-man who shall

pass the said bridge, the sum of two-thirds of a penny ; for every man
and horse, the sum of twopence ; for everj- two-wheel chaise, cliair or

sleigh, and horse, with the travellers therein, the sum of fourpence

;

for every four-wheel carriage, including passengers, the sum of eight-

pence ; for every man with team, cart or sled, the sum of sixpence ;

for all horse-kind or neat cattle, the sum of two-thirds of a penny per

head ; and for sheep or swine, the sum of fourpence per score : and so,

in proportion, for a greater or less number ; and no more.
And be it farther enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That the court of general sessions of the peace for the

county of Essex, be and hereby are empowered to appoint some suita-

ble person, who shall give securitj- for the faithful performance of his

dut}^ and attendance at said bridge ; and the said person so appointed

shall faithfull}' attend his duty, and at all times be ready, between the

hours of five of the clock in the morning and nine in the evening, to

admit anj' person to pass the said bridge, under the penalty of twenty
shillings for any neglect ; and in case he shall not be present to admit
persons to pass the bridge, between the hours of nine in the evening

and five in the morning, he shall leave the passage free and open ; and
said passage shall also be kept open and free for all persons travelling

to or from the place or places of publick worship on Lord's da^-s.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the said court of general sessions of the peace be

and are hereby [e][i]mpowered to appoint one or more trustees to

receive of the keeper of the said bridge the money he shall collect, and
therewith repair the said bridge as shall, from time to time, be found

necessar}', or as the said court of general sessions of the peace shall

oi'der and direct ; the said trustees are also directed, as soon as money
sofficient therefor is collected, to raise the arch northward of the Little

Island, so called, over which the bridge runs, three feet and an-half, or

four feet, higher than it is a,t present, that so boats laded with hay may
pass under the same with greater convenience ; as also, for such repairs

as maj^ be found necessary.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That the said trustee or trustees be directed to pay unto
Daniel Farnham and William Atkins, Esqrs., the sums they have
respective!}^ advanced towards building the said bridge, they having
first adjusted and settled their accounts with the general court of this

province, and obtained an order from said court for the ballances due
to them respectivel}' ; and the keeper of the said bridge is hereby

required, upon oath, when and as often as demanded, to exhibit an
account of all the monies he shall, from time to time, receive b}' the

above toll, and pay the same to the aforesaid trustee or trustees, for

the purposes aforesaid, under the penalty of fifty pounds for every
neglect or refusal.

And be itfurther enacted,

[Sect. 5.] That the trustees appointed as aforesaid, their heirs and
assign[e]s, shall keep and exhibit to the said court of general sessions

of the peace, and also to this court, when required, an account of all

monies received by toll, by virtue of this act, and an account of the

expences of repairing and amending the said bridge.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 6.] That if the keeper of the said bridge shall, at anj' time,

demand and receive a greater toll than is allowed by this act, he shall

for every such offence be subject to the penalty of twenty shillings.
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[Sect. 7.] And all penalties and forfeitures arising by virtue of

this act, or any clause therein, shall be disposed of in the manner
following ; viz^., one half to and for the use of this government, to be

paid into the province treasuiy, and the other half to him or them that

shall sue for the same in an}' of his majesty's inferior courts of common
pleas, or before any justice of the peace when the said penalty doth

not exceed the sum of fort}' shillings.

[Sect. 8.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of

ten years, and no longer. [^Passed and jyublished June 30.

CHAPTEE 18.

Preamble.
1764-65, chap.
30.

The act con-
tinued.

AN ACT TO REVIVE AND CONTINUE AN ACT MADE IN THE FIFTH
YEAR OF HIS PRESENT MAJESTY'S REIGN, INTITLED "AN ACT FOR
ALLOWING NECESSARY SUPPLIES TO THE EASTERN INDIANS, AND
FOR REGULATING TRADE WITH THEM, AND PREVENTING ABUSES
THEREIN," WHICH IS NEAR EXPIRING.

Whereas the aforementioned act is found by experience very bene-

ficial for regulating the trade with the eastern Indians,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Governor^ Council and House of
Representatives^

That an act, intitled " An Act for allowing necessary supplies to the

eastern Indians, and for regulating trade with them, and for preventing

abuses therein," made in the fifth year of his present majesty's reign,

in all and every article and clause, matter and thing, be and hereb}' is

revived, and shall be in force until the thirtieth day of June, which will

be in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and sixty-nine.

\_Passed and published Jane 30.

Notes.—But one session of the General Court was held this year. The House
of Representatives of tlie previous year issued a circular letter to the sister houses of
representatives, and of burgesses, in America, explaining tlie jiosition of tlie House
on the question of the relations of the colonies to Great Britain, respecting the
authority of parliament, with the professed purpose of insuring harmonious action by
the colonies in their assertion of their rights as against tlie encroachments of parlia-

ment and of the ministry. The Governor, at this session, acting under instructions
from the Earl of Hillsborough, the newly appointed secretary of state for American
affairs, demanded a rescission of the vote authorizing the circular, which being re-

fused in the House, by a vote of !)2 to 17, he, on the first day of July, in pursuance
of his instructions, dissolved the Assembly, by proclamation, after having, the day
before, prorogued it to the third of August.
AH the acts of this year were printed; and the engrossments of all are preserved.
No certificate for transmitting these acts has been found; but the letter of Secre-

tary Oliver accompanying tlieni, and bearing date August 31, 17(j8, was laid before
the Lords of Trade on the 24th of October following.
No record of further action on these acts has been discovered except what appears

in the note to chapter 5, post, and in the report of Richanl Jackson, dated January
24, 1771, showing that chaiiter i;> liad been referred to him by the Lords of Trade for

his opinion thereon in point of law, and in the minutes of the Lords of Trade of

January oO, 1771, showing that the draught of a new instruction to the Governor
of the province was ordered to be prejiared, upon consideration of Mr. Jackson's
report. See note to 1709-70, chapter 1.

Chap. 1. This is the last instance of the passage of an act granting an allowance,
from the province treasury, to a governor appointed by the Crown. The repeal of

the Stamp Act had removed the grounds upon which it was proposed to grant sal-

aries from the imperial treasury to the api>ointees of the Crown; and the annual
grants by the province had continued, without interruption, until the close of

Bernard's administration.—See note to nfiS-Gli, chap. 1, post.

Bernard, by whose recall the command-in-chief devolved upon Hutchinson, being
about to be absent from the province by the royal jiermission, and, as ho claimed,
with the prospect of returning, asked, during the first session of the Assembly, for

the year 17t)!t, for an allowance, as usual, which, according to his instructions,
would, during his absence, be divided between himself and the Lieutcnant-Gov-


