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Nobscusset Meadow;" another, intit[?<]led "An Act relating to

fe[rri][?ic]es
;

" the other, intit[?/-]led "An Act to enable the town
of Weymouth to regulate and order the taking and disposing of the

fish called shadd and alewives, within the limits of that town : " three

acts made in the second year of his present majesty's reign ; one,

intit[M]led " An Act for rendering more effectual the laws already

made, relating to shingles, \_a71d for regulating the assize of shingles'],

and for regulating the assize of staves, hoops and clapboards ;

"

another [^acf], intit[w]led " An Act to prevent damage being done on
the meadows and beaches lying in and adjoining on the north-east

part of the town of Yarmouth, between Quivet Harbour, on the east,

and S[esvi][<ve]t Harbour, on the west ;
" the other, intit[?/]led " An

Act to prevent damage by fire in the towns of Salem and Marblehead,
and other maritime towns :

" two acts made in the third year of the

same reign ; one, intit[M]led " An Act for the relief of poor prisoners

for debt;" the other, intit[i/-]lcd "An Act made and passed in the

eighth year of her late majesty Queen Anne, iutit['<,]led ' An Act for

regulating drains and common shores :
'

" An Act made and passed in

the twenty-fourth year of King George the Second, intit[M]led "An
Act for the better regulation of the course of judicial proceedings ;"

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Lieutenant-Governor, Council and House

of Representatives,

That such of the before-mentioned acts as are expired, be revived,

and such of said acts as are not yet expired, be continued, with all

and every clause, matter and thing therein respectively contained, and
shall be in force until the first day [ofJ July, one thousand seven hun-

dred and seventy-three, and no longer. \_Passed April 26, 1770.

CHAPTER 13.

AN ACT TO IMPOWER THE INHABITANTS OF THE TOWN OF NEWBUIIY-
PORT, BELONGING TO THE SEVERAL RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES WITHIN
THE SAME, TO RAISE MONEY FOR DEFR[E] [^]YING MINISTERIAL
AND NECESSARY CHARGES.

Preamble. WiiEREAS application hath been made to this court to enable the

inhabitants of the town of Newburyport, belonging to the several

religious societies within the same, to levy taxes on the pews in their

respective meeting-houses, and on the polls and estates of all those

who attend public worship with them, to defr[c][a]y the ministerial

and other incidental charges, and that the inhabitants of the said

town may be exempted from paying taxes, either for their polls or

estates, towards the support of the ministry at any other place than

where they attend,—
Be it therefore enacted by the Lieidenant- Governor, Council and House

of Representatives,

Proprietors of [Sect. 1.] That the proprietors of the several meeting-houses in

verai meet-
i\^q town of Ncwburyport, be and hereby are allowed and impowered

Newhnryport to raisc, by an assessment or tax on the respective meeting-houses

railemon'ey.^" aforementioned, such sum or sums as shall be agreed upon by the

1764-65, chap. 7. projirietors, or the major part of such of them as shall be assembled
1767-08, chap. 9. at any legal meeting called for that purpose, for defr[c][a]ying the

ministerial and other incidental charges ; the first meeting of such

* This is a misprint for
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' ferries." Sec the v.triation in the text between the act as
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proprietors to be called agre[(?]able to the direction of the act made
and passed in the eighth and ninth years of his late majesty's reign, 1735-36, chap. 5.

intituled " An Act directing how meetings of proprietors in wharves or

other real estates may be called."

And to the intent that such tax or assessment may be equitably
made, and duly collected,—
And be it further enacted^

[Sect. 2.] That the proprietors of the respective meeting-houses To value and

aforementioned be and hereby are impowered to cause the pews in
^^^ "'^' ^"'^^*'

each of the aforesaid meeting-houses to be valued according to the

conveniency of the said pews and the situation of the same, and to

put a new estimate upon the pews, from time to time, as shall be found
necessary, and to determine how much each pew or part of a pew
shall pay towards defr[e][a]ying the charges aforesaid, and the time
and manner in which the same shall be paid, and appoint a collector Coiiootors to bo

or collectors to collect the sum or sums so agreed to be raised, who i'^?''!,"^'^^''

"'"^

shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of their trust ; and if any
proprietor or owner of a pew in either of the aforementioned meeting-
houses shall neglect or refuse to pay the sum or sums assessed
thereon, after having twenty days' notice given him by the collector,

the proprietors of the respective meeting-houses shall be and hereby
are impowered, by themselves or their committee, to sell or dispose of
the pew of such delinquents according to the valuation thereof as pows to bo Boia

aforesaid, and, with the nion[eyJ[('e]s raised by such sale, to pay the
jj^e^',""''''"'^"

assessment or tax on said pews remaining unpaid, together with the

charge arising on the sale ; the overplus, if any there be, to be returned
to the owner thereof : provided, nevertheless, that when the owner of Proviso,

any pew shall make a tender of the same to the proprietors, or to their

committee, at the valuation aforesaid, and they shall refuse or neglect
the same, no sum shall be deducted out of the sale of said pew, but
such only as shall have become due before the making of such tender.

And he it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the proprietors of the respective meeting-houses Persons possess,

aforementioned, be and hereby are impowered to tax or assess the
'"^J'/t°'^b"''-^'"d

several persons occupying or possessing of pews or part of pews, and acconiinsf to

all others usually attending the public worship in the same meeting- abliitk^s!^'''^"'

houses, for then- polls, and estates lying and being within the bounds
of the same township, according to their several abilities and circum-
stances ; in order to raise money sufficient, together with what may
be assessed on the pews, to defrey their ministerial and other inci-

dental charges ; and the assessment or tax shall be made and collected

by such rules as parish taxes are made and collected by ; and hence-
forth all the inhabitants of Newburyport, aforesaid, shall be and are

hereby entu"ely,exempted and freed from paying taxes either for their

polls, or estates lying within the bounds of the said town, towards
defreying the ministerial or other charges of any place or society than
where they usually attend : provided, ahvays, that they pay all the taxes
already legally assessed on them.
A nd be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That such of the inhabitants of Newburyport, af>rcsaid, Sucb persons

as shall usually attend public worship with any Christian society a"late°ndVor"^
without the limits of the said town, they and they only shall be held ship wuboia uie

to pay their proportion of taxes towards the support of the same, in lown!*'^*^"^
such way and manner as they would be liable to do if they and their

estates lying in Newburyport were within the limits of the parish they
sliall thus attend with.

[Sect. 5.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of Limitation,

three years, from the thirtieth day of March [1770] [one tliousand

seven hundred and seventy'}, and no longer. \_Passed April 26, 1770.


