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ash and pearlash ;
" three acts made in the eighth year of the said

^^ud°in*^^ot"8h
reign; one, intitled "An Act in further addition to the several acts i767-68,chap! lo!

for the settlement of schools and schoolmasters ;
" another, intitled men["o/8chooi9

" An Act to prevent the destruction of the salt meadows lying in the and schooimas-

towns of Tisbury and Chilmark ;

" the other, intitled "An Act to nev-GS.chap. i6.

prevent damaaje being done on Bound-Brook Island and Griffith Act to prevent
1 o

-,. . » -ITT 11/. 1 • 1 1 danoage to the

Islands, withm the district of vv ellneet, by cattle, horse-kind and meadows, &c.,

sheep;" an act made in the tenth year of said reign, intitled "An chnmark^
'^'"^

Act in addition to an act made in the twenty-third year of King n67-68,chap. n,

George the Second, intitled ' An Act to prevent any persons obstruct- damage'^to^^"

ing the fish in their passing up into Monatiquot River, within the
Pf,°""f^'^c°"'^

town of Braiutree,' "— i767-68,chap. i3.

Be it therefore enacted by the Lieutenant-Governor, Council and pJi-'sonrob'.'''"

Ho^ise of Representatives, i*';"?'''"^
^^'^

iisn iti their Dfifl-

That such of the before-mentioned acts as are expired be revived ; Bage up Monati-

and such of said acts as are not yet expired be continued, with all
^"^"jjo'ch.'^p. u.

and every clause, matter and thing therein respectively contained, and Continuation of

shall be in force until the first day of November, seventeen hundred '''®'"^'*-

and seventy-five, and from thence to the end of the then next session

of the general court, and no longer, \_Passed Nooemher 15
;
published

November 20.

CHAPTER 7.

AN ACT FOR SUPERCEEDING AND REPEALING THE TWO LAST PARA-
GRAPHS IN AN ACT MADE AND PASSED BY THE GREAT AND GEN-
ERAL COURT OR ASSEMBLY OF THIS PROVINCE, AT THEIR SESSIONS
BEGUN AND HELD AT BOSTON ON THE LAST WEDNESDAY IN MAY
IN THE NINTH YEAR OF HIS MAJESTY'S REIGN, INTITLED " AN ACT
FOR SUPPLYING THE TREASURY WITH THE SUM OF EIGHTY-EIGHT
THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-EIGHT POUNDS, TO BE
THENCE ISSUED FOR DISCHARGING THE PUBLIC DEBTS, AND
DRAWING THE SAME INTO THE TREASURY AGAIN ;

" AND FOR AP-
PORTIONING AND ASSESSING A TAX OF TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND
POUNDS ; AND ALSO FOR APPORTIONING AND ASSESSING A TAX OF
TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-NINE POUNDS SEVEN-
TEEN SHILLINGS, PAID THE REPRESENTATIVES FOR THEIR
TRAVEL, SERVICE AND ATTENDANCE IN THE GREAT AND GENERAL
COURT IN THE YEAR ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND SIXTY-
NINE; ALSO FOR ASSESSING THE TOWN OF SWANSEY, FIFTY
POUNDS, BEING PART OF THE SUM OF THREE HUNDRED POUNDS
LENT THE SAID TOWN IN THE YEAR ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUN-
DRED AND SIXTY-FOUR; ALSO FOR ASSESSING THE TOWN OF
HINGHAM AND DISTRICT OF COHASSET, FOUR POUNDS SEVENTEEN
SHILLINGS, IN THE FOLLOWING PROPORTION; TO WIT, THREE
POUNDS EIGHT SHILLINGS AND SIXPENCE ONE FARTHING, ON
HINGHAM, AND ONE POUND EIGHT SHILLINGS AND SIXPENCE
THREE FARTHINGS, ON COHASSET, FOR THE SERVICE OF A COM-
MITTEE OF THE GENERAL COURT IN VIEWING THEIR SITUATION IN

ORDER TO A DIVISION; ALSO FOR ASSESSING THE TOWN OF UX-
BRIDGE SIX POUNDS EIGHT SHILLINGS AND SEVENPENCE, FOR
PAYING A COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY THE GENERAL COURT TO
VIEW AND SETTLE THE LINE BETWEEN THE TOWNS OF SUTTON
AND UXBRIDGE; ALSO FOR ASSESSING THE TOWN OF FRAMINGHAM
THE SUM OF FIFTY-FOUR POUNDS THIRTEEN SHILLINGS AND
THREEPENCE TWO FARTHINGS, ORDERED BY THE GENERAL
COURT TO BE ADDED TO THEIR PROPORTION OF THE PROVINCE
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tax this year, being one-half of the arrears of the fro-
portion of the province tax, set on the said town in the
year one thousand seven hundred and sixty-five, hith-
erto unpaid by reason of the deficiency of joseph butler,
a collector of taxes for the town in that year; and also
for assessing the dristrict of granby forty pounds twelve
shillings and ninepence, being part of the sum set on
the district of south hadley in the province tax for the
last year, which of right should have been set on the said
district of granby, and of which part the district of
south hadley has been discharged by an order of the
general court; and also for assessing on the towns of
ipswich, middleton, reading, boxford and danvers, the
sum of five pounds seventeen shillings, in the following
proportion; viz., on the town of ipswich, the sum of fifty-
three shillings and eightpence three farthings; on the
town of middleton, eight shillings and fivepence; on the
town of reading, nineteen shillings and two farthings; on
the town of boxford, eleven shillings and ninepence
three farthings; on the town of danvers, twenty-four
shillings,— to pay a committee of the general court ap-
pointed at their request, to view ipswich river, and by
the said court ordered to be paid by said towns in the
aforesaid proportions; and also for assessing the town of
sherburne, in the county of nantucket, the sum of three
hundred ninety-eight pounds seven shillings and seven-
pence, being one-half the sum that town is in arrears
arising by the deficiency of thomas arthur, a collector
of taxes for the years one thousand seven hundred and
sixty-five and one thousand seven hundred and sixty-
six; also for assessing the following towns the sums
affixed to them, respectively, being fines imposed on
them for their neglect in not chusing some person, sev-
erally, to represent them in the great and general
court; viz., chelsea, seven pounds; wenham, four pounds;
middleton, seven pounds; methuen, eight pounds; sher-
burne, in the county of middlesex, six pounds; littleton,
eight pounds; westford, eight pounds; townsend and dis-

trict of ashby, five pounds; wilmington, five pounds; dra-
cut, five pounds; bedford, six pounds; holliston, five
pounds; tewksbury, six pounds; dunstable, five pounds; lin-

coln, five pounds; northfield, five pounds; easton, five
pounds; dudley, four pounds; southborough, five pounds;
upton, five pounds; weston, eight pounds; westminster,
six pounds; north yarmouth, five pounds; scarborough, ten
pounds; gorham, six pounds; georgetown, ten pounds;
richmont and lenox, five pounds; lanesborough, five
pounds; also for assessing the districts of shelburne and
conway the sum of four pounds seven shillings and ten-
pence, being part of the sum set on deerfield, last year,
for pay of their representative, and which ought to
have been set on said deerfield and the two districts

above mentioned, in proportion to their province tax;
viz., on shelburne, two pounds ten shillings and four-
pence, and on conway, thirty-seven shillings and six-

PENCE.

Whereas the great and general court or assembly of this province,

in their session in May, one thousand seven hundred and sixty-nine,

1769-70, chap. 6, by the act aforesaid, intitlod "An Act for supplying the treasury

§§6, 7 and 8.
' '

with the sum of eighty-eight thousand one hundred and fifty-eight
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pounds to be thence issued for discharging the public debts, and draw-
ing the same into the treasury again," among other things, did grant
unto his most excellent majesty a tax of ninety-two thousand five

hundred pounds, to be levied on polls, and estates both real and per-
sonal, within this province, according to such rules, and in such pro-
portions on the several towns, districts, parishes and other places
within this province, as should be agreed on and ordered by the gen-
eral court or assembly at their sessions in May last, and to be paid
into the publick treasury on or before the thirty-first day of March, in

the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-one

;

and further, by the same act, provided and enacted " that if the gen-
eral court, at their session in May, one thousand seven hundred and
seventy, and some time before the twentieth day of June in said year,
should not agree and conclude upon an act apportioning the sums
which by said act were engaged to be paid in said year, that then in

such case each town, district and parish and other place within this

province shall pay, by a tax to be levied on the polls, and estates both
real and personal, within their limits, the same proportion of said sum
as the same town, district or other place was taxed by the general
court in the tax then last preceeding ;" and the province treasurer was
thereby fully impowered and directed, some time in the month of June
in the same year, one thousand seven hundred and seventy, to issue

his warrants, directed to the assessors or selectmen of each town or
district within this province, requiring them to assess the polls, and
estates both real and personal, within their several towns and dis-

tricts, for their respective parts and proportions of the sums before
mentioned agreed and directed to be assessed, to be paid into the

treasury at or before the last-mentioned time ; and whereas the court

did not in their sessions in May last, nor at any other time before the

twentieth day of June last past, agree or conclude upon any act ap-
portioning the sums which by said act are engaged to be paid into the

province treasury this year, and thereupon the province treasurer,

pursuant to authority granted him by said act, did, in the month of
June last past, issue and send forth his warrants, directed to the as-

sessors or selectmen of each town or district, for their respective

parts or proportions of the sum so directed and agreed to be assessed

and paid into the treasury on or before the thirty-first day of March,
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-one ; and whereas, by the

said act it is provided and directed that the assessors and persons
assessed shall observe, be governed by, and subject to, all such rules

and directions as shall have been given in the then last preceeding tax
act ; and whereas the circumstances of the inhabitants of this prov-

ince are such that the assessing, levying and paying into the treasury

so large a sum this present year must necessarily reduce them to great

and needless distress ; and ivhereas many of the possessors of the

government securities, for the redemption of which the aforesaid sum
of ninety-two thousand five hundred pounds is to be applied, are will-

ing to continue theu' money upon loan, payable at a future period,

which, with the tax of twenty-five thousand pounds now agreed to be
assessed and levied this present j'ear, will be sufficient to redeem the

government securities, with the interest thereon ; and this court, in

consideration thereof, have determined to supply the treasury of this

province in another manner, with the sum of seventy-six thousand
pounds, part of the said sum of ninety-two thousand five hundred
pounds, and that only the sum of twenty-five thousand pounds, part

of the said sum of ninety-two thousand five hundred pounds, together

with the other sums before mentioned, shall be levied and assessed on
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the inhabitants of this province, this present year ; and that the act

aforesaid so far as respects the assessing, levying and paying in the

said sum of ninety-two thousand five hundi'ed pounds, and the war-

rants, aforesaid, issued and sent forth for that purpose, should be

wholly superceeded and repealed,—
Be it therefore enacted hy the Lieutenant-Governor^ Council and House

of Representatives^

[Sect. 1.] That the two last paragraphs in the above-mentioned

act, so far as respects the assessing and levying the said sum of

ninety-two thousand five hundred pounds on the polls, and estates

real and personal, within this province, be and hereby are superceeded
and repealed ; and that the selectmen and assessors of the several

towns and districts within this province, to whom the treasurer has

dii'ected his warrants as aforesaid, are hereby directed and required

to surcease any further proceeding in obedience to, or by virtue of,

such warrants for assessing and levying the same, and shall be and
hereby are excused and indemnified in omitting to assess the same.
And he it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That if in any of the towns or districts within this

province, the assessors shall have so far proceeded already as to

assess the same, in such case said assessment is hereby declared to

be null and void.

And for the ordering, directing and effectually di'awing in the sum
of twenty-eight thousand two hundred and ninety-four pounds one
shilling, and to the end that the same may be apportioned, assessed

and levied in the easiest manner we are able, for the benefit of his

majesty's subjects, and also that his majesty's government within

this province may have the better and more speedy effect of said

grant, we, his majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the rep-

resentatives in general court assembled, pray that it may be
enacted, —
And be it accordingly enacted by the Lieutenant-Governor, Council

and House of Rppresentatives,

[Sect. 3.] That each town, district, parish or other place within

this province, be assessed and pay, as such town, district, parish or

place's proportion of the said sum of twenty-eight thousand two hun-
dred and ninety-four pounds one shilling, the several sums following

;

that is to saj,—
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And be U further enacted,

Treaeurer to IB. [Sect. 4.] That the treasurer do forthwith send out his warrants,
Biieiiiswar- directed to the selectmen or assessors of each town, district, parish

k'c'tmcMor*'^^' or othcr place within this province, that are taxed, requiring them,

respectively, to assess the sum hereby set upon such town, district,

parish or other place, in manner following ; that is to say, to assess

all rateable polls above, the age of sixteen years, within their respec-

tive towns, districts, parishes or other places, or next adjoining to

them, belonging to no other town or place, at three shillings and four-

pence ; and proportionably in assessing the additional sum paid out

of the treasury, to the representatives for their travel and attendance

Ruieaforaegess- aforcsaid ; also in assessing the several fines and other sums set on
°"*"*- particular towns by this act, and mentioned in the preamble of the

same (excepting the governor, lieutenant-governor and their fami-

lies, the president, fellows, professors, Hebrew instructor and students

of Harvard College, settled ministers and grammar-SL-liool masters,

who are hereby exempted as well from being taxed for their polls, as

for their estates being in their own hands, and under their actual

management and improvement ; as also the estate pertaining to

Harvard College) ; and other persons, if such there be, who, through

age, infirmity or extreme poverty, in the judgment of the assessors,

are not able to pay towards public charges, they may exempt their

polls or estates, or abate part of what they are set at, as in their

prudence they shall think fit and judge meet.

[Sect. 5.] And the justices in their general sessions, in the re-

spective counties assembled, in granting a county tax of assessment,

are hereby ordered and directed to apportion the same on the several

towns, districts, parishes and other places in such county, in proi>or-

tion to the province tax ; and the assessors of each town in the

province are also directed, in making an assessment, to govern them-

selves by the same rule ; and the incomes of all estates, both real and

personal, lying within the limits of such town, district, parish or other

place, or next unto the same, not paying elsewhere, in whose hands.

tenure, occupation or possession the same is or shall be found, and

also the incomes or profits which any person or persons, except as

before excepted, do or shall receive from any trade or faculty, busi-

ness or employment whatsoever, and all profits which shall or may
arise by money, or commissions of profits, in their improvement, at

twelvepence per pound ; and to abate or multiply the same, if need

be, so as to make up the sum set and ordered hereby for each town,

district, parish or other place to pay, and in making the said assess-

ment, to estimate houses and lands at the amount of six years, yearly

rent, whereat the same may be reasonably set,or let for, in the place

where they lye, the said houses and lands to be taxed to such persons

as shall appear to have been the actual tenants thereof upon the first

day of September last : saving all agreements between landlord and

tenant, and where no agreement is, the landlord to re-imburse one-

half of the tax set upon such houses and lands (new cleared lands

for tillage not to be rated until the first crop be taken off) ; and to

estimate negro, Indian and molatto servants proportionably as other

personal estate, according to their sound judgment or discretion ; as

also to estimate every ox of four years old and upwards, at forty

shillings ; every cow or heifer of three years old and upwards, at thirty

shillings ; and' every horse and mare of three years old and upwards,

at forty shillings; and every swine of one year -old and upwards at

eight shillings
;
goats and sheep of one year old and upwards, at three

shillings each ; the live-stock above mentioned to be taxed to their
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respective owners or occupants, by the assessors of the town in which

the owners or occupants dwell : likewise requiring the assessors to

make a fair list of said assessment, setting forth, in distinct columns,

against each particular person's name, how much he or she is assessed

at for polls, and how much for houses and lands, and how much for

personal estate, and income by trade or faculty, and if as guardian,

or for any estate, in his or her improvement, in trust, to be distinctly

expressed ; and the list or lists, so perfected, and signed by them, or

the major part of them, to commit to the collector or collectors, con- niiupd°aco"n-"'

stable or constables of any such town, district, parish or other place, stables or coi-

and to return a certificate of the name or names of such collector or

collectors, constable or constables, with the sum total to each of them
committed, unto himself, some time before the last day of December
next.

[Sect. 6.] And the treasurer, for the time being, on receipt of Trensurerto

such certificate, is hereby impowered and ordered to issue forth his radius trcoii's'ta-

warrauts to the collector or collectors, constable or constables of such bies or coiicct-

town, district, parish or other place, requiring him or them respec-

tively to collect the whole of each respective sum assessed on each

particular person, and to pay in their collection, and to issue their

accompts of the whole, at or before the thirtieth day of April, which

will be in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and

seventy-one.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 7.] That the assessors of each town, district, parish or Notice to be

other place, respectively, in convenient time before their making of the ha^i^'uunts to

'"'

assessment, shall give seasonable warning to the inhabitants, in a bring in a true

,. ,'' ,. j-n J
• 1 1

llstOl polls. HIKl

town meetmg, or by postmg up notifications in some place or places estate in posses

in such town, district, parish or other place, or notify the inhabitants
f,^y of^septem

some other way, where such seasonable warning or notification has ber last,

not already been given, to give and bring in to the assessors true and

perfect lists of their polls and rateable estate they were pO'^sessed

of, on the first day of September last, and income by trade or faculty,

and gain by money at interest, which they are to render to the

assessors, on oath, if required ; and if they refuse to give in an ac-

count of the money at interest, on oath, the assessors are impowered

to doom them ; and if any person or persons shall neglect or refuse

so to do, or bring in a false list, it shall be lawful to and for the

assessors to assess such person or persons, according to their known
ability in such town, in their sound judgment and discretion, their

due proportion of this tax, as near as they can, agreeable to the rules

herein given, under the peualty of twenty shillings for each person

that shall be convicted by legal proof, in the judgment of said

assessors, in bringing in a false list ; the said fines to be for the use

of the poor of such town, district, parish or place where the delin-

quent lives, to be levied by warrant from the assessors, directed to

the collectors or constables, in manner as is directed for gathering

the town assessments, to be paid into the town, district or parish

treasury, for the use aforesaid : saving to the party aggrieved at the

judgment of the assessors in setting forth such fine, liberty of appeal

therefrom to the court of general sessions of the peace within the

county, for relief as in the case of being over rated. And if any

person or persons shall not bring in a list of their estate as aforesaid

to the assessors, he or they so neglecting shall not be admitted to

make application to the court of general sessions, for any abatement

of the assessment laid on him or them.
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[Sect. 8.] And if the person be not convicted of any falseness

in the list, by him presented, of the polls, rateable, estate or income by

trade or faculty, business or employment, which he does or shall

exercise, or in gain by money at interest or otherwise, or other estate

not particularly assessed, such list shall be a rule for such person's

proportion to the tax, which the assessors may not exceed.

And foras7nuch a,s, oftentimes, sundry persons, not belonging to this

province, bring considerable trade and merchandize into the same,

and by reason that the tax or rate of the town where they come to is

finished and delivered to the constable or collectors, and, before the

next year's assessment, are gone out of the province, and so pay
nothing towards the support of the government, though, in the time

of their residing here, they reaped considerable gain by trade, and

had the protection of the government,—
Be it therefore enacted,

Transient [Sect. 9.] That wheu any person or persons shall come and reside

rated. in any town within this province, and bring any merchandize, or trade

to deal therewith, the assessors of such town are hereby impowered
to rate and assess all such persons, according to their circumstances,

pursuant to the rules and directions of this act provided, though the

former rate may have been finished, and a new one not perfected, as

aforesaid.

And be it further enacted,
Merchants to be [Sect. 10.] That wheu any merchant, trader or factor, shall set

[11^*^0 nt'™ie'^in' Up a storc, or traflScIi, or carry on any trade or business, in any town

suk's where'
withiu this pi'ovince, not being an inhabitant of such town, the

they dwell. assessors of such town where such trade and business shall be carried

on as aforesaid, be and hereby are impowered to rate and assess all

such merchants, traders and factors, their goods and merchandize, for

carrying on such trade and business and exercising their faculty in

such town, pursuant to the rules and directions of this act : provided,

before any such assessors shall rate such persons, as aforementioned,
Selectmen to i\^q selectmen of the town where such trade is carried on shall trans-

of'such persona uiit a list of such pcrsous as they shall judge may and ought to be

rat*ed**

''^'^^ ""^^ rated, within the intent of this act, to the assessors, of such town or

district.

[Sect. 11.] And the constables or collectors are hereby enjoined

to levy and collect all such sums committed to them, and assessed on
persons who are not of this province, or are resident in other towns
than those where they carry on their trade, and pay the same.

And whereas, it has been the practice of some of the inhabitants

of the town of Boston to remove to some other town in this province,

and there reside for some months, to avoid paying their part of the

taxes in the town of Boston, to which they really belong, to the great

injury of the said town,—
Be it therefore enacted,

inhahuantsof TSect. 12.] That whcu any inhabitant of the town of Boston
Boston, who re- L J

r' ,, . . Tin.
move out of shall Tcmovc to any other town m this provmce, and shall, m one year

inT'yenr.'to"'^" after, rcmovc back to said Boston, and shall have been taxed in the
pay their tax in yaid town, shall be subjcct to pay the said taxes in like manner as he

would have been had he not have removed from said Boston (saving

so much as he shall be taxed in the town removed to) , anything in

this act to the contrary notwithstanding. [^Passed November 17.


