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ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Cam-

bridge, ON the Third day of April, A. D. 1771.

CHAPTER 20.

AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE AND IMPOWEE, THE NORTH PARISH IN THE
TOWN OF HAVERHILL TO GRANT CERTAIN LAND TO THE REV'D
GYLES MERRILL.

Whereas it has been represented to this court that it would be Preamble,

beneficial to the said Gyles, as also to the said north parish and the
town of Plastow where he officiates as minister of the gospel, that the

said Gyles should hold and enjoy, forever, a certain tract of land, with
the buildings on the same, in addition to his present support, contain-

ing about three' acres and an-half ; lying on the southerly and easterly

sides of Ann Cushing's land in said Haverhill, extending so far nqjth-

erly as to make a streight line with the said Ann Cushing's northerly
line ; which is part of a parsonage lot formerly granted by the proprie-

tors of Haverhill to said parish,—
Be it enacted by the Governor^ Council and House of Representatives^

That the inhabitants of the said north parish in Haverhill be, and Persons empow.

they hereby are, accordingly, authorized and impowered, at a meeting
a'^deed'amle'i've

legally called for that purpose (either by themselves, or such other sufficient title.

persons as they, at such meeting, shall see cause to appoint for that

purpose) , to make and execute a legal deed of the premises to the said

Gyles, his heu-s and assigns forever ; which deed being so made, exe-

cuted and delivered to him, the said Gyles, and registred in the register's

office for the county of Essex, shall be deemed a good and sufficient

title, in fee simple, to the same. \_Passed April 23
;
published April 26,

1771.

CHAPTER 21.

AN ACT FOR REGULATING THE ALEWIVE FISHERY IN THE TOWN OF
PEMBROKE.

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Representatives,
[Sect. 1.] That it shall and may be lawful for the inhabitants of inhabitants em-

the said town of Pembroke, qualified by law to vote in town meeting, ^"rnfoutuie
and they are hereby impowered, some time in the month of April cur- privilege of

rent, and annually, hereafter, in the month of March, during the contin- v.^il\.M^„ 00.

uance of this act, in a meeting of the said inhabitants lawfully assem-
bled, by any committee chosen and appointed by the major part of such
inhabitants for that purpose, to let or farm out the privilege of taking

and disposing of the fish in the said town, called alewives.
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And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That the person or persons purchasing the said privilege

shall give sufficient security to the treasurer of the said town, for the

time being, for the payment of such sum or sums of money as the said

privilege shall be sold for, to be improved for the use and benefit of

the inhabitants of the said town.

And be it farther enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the purchaser or purchasers of the said privi-

lege shall conform him-, or themselves to such times and places for

taking the said fish as shall be appointed by the said inhabitants, or

any committee by them chosen for that purpose, under the penalty of

twenty shillings.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That the said purchaser or purchasers shall not ask or

take, of any person applying to him or them to buy the said fish,

more than one shilling per hundred, and so in proportion for a greater

or less number, nor refuse or deny to supply any person or persons

with the said fish when it shall be in their power to supply them (they

being ready to pay for the same) , under the penalty of twenty shillings

for each offence.

Arid be it further enacted,

[Sect. 5.] That if any person or persons other than the said pur-

chaser or purchasers, or those employed by them, shall presume to

take the said fish, in the said town of Pembroke, such person shall be
liable to pay the penalty of twenty shillings. All the penalties and
foi^feitures mentioned in this act shall be recoverable by action of debt

to be therefor brought, with full costs of suit, before any justice of

the peace for the county of Plymouth : one moiety of such penalty

shall be to the person who shall sue for the same, and the other moiety

to the use of the poor of the said town. And any inhabitant of the

said town of Pembroke, other than the plaintiff himself, shall be ad-

mitted a witness in any action to be brought for such penalty.

[Sect. 6.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of five

years from the last day of April instant, and no longer. [^Passed

April 24
;
published April 26, 1771.

CHAPTER 22.

AN ACT FOR ERECTING THE NORTHERLY PART OF THE TOWN OF
HATFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF HAMPSHIRE, INTO A TOWN BY THE
NAME OF WHATELY.

Preamble.

Bounds of the
town of
Whately.

Whereas the inhabitants of the northerly part of the town of

Hatfield, in the county of Hampshire, have made application to this

court that the northerly part of the said town may be incorporated

into a distinct and seperate town,—
Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Representa-

tives,

[Sect. 1.] That the northerly part of the said town of Hatfield,

which is contained within the lines and limits following ; that is to

say, begin[7i]ing at the north-east corner of the general field, there

called the North Meadow and Farms ; thence, in the north line of the

said general field, to the north-west corner thereof ; from the said

north-west corner of that field, the said line to run, in a direct course,


