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under their hands, at least fourteen days beforehand, in some public
place in said town, for the several purposes before mentioned.

[Sect. 8.] This act to be in force for the space of seven years Continuation,

from the publication thereof, and no longer. [Passed July 4*
;
pub-

^isJied July 5.

CHAPTER 5.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO THE SEVERAL ACTS OR LAWS OF THIS
PROVINCE, IMPOWERING THE SELECTMEN OR OVERSEERS OF THE
POOR OF TOWNS TO BIND POOR CHILDREN APPRENTICES.

Whereas the acts or laws of this province, heretofore made, im- Preamble,

powering the selectmen or overseers of the poor of the several towns i74o.4i. chap. 20.

in this province to place and bind poor children apprentices, do not
"'*^-^^>'=''"i'^-

impower them to bind and place any poor children apprentices other
than such as belong to, and are chargeable for support on, the particu-

lar towns for and by which such selectmen or overseers are chosen

;

and whereas it often happens that poor childi-en and minors do come,
or are brought into, and found dwelling in, towns to which they do not
belong, and thereby much charge and expence is occasioned and
incurred, either for the removal of such children and minors to the
places where they belong (either within or without the province), or
for their support in the places where they are found, wlien, at the
same time, they might be placed and bound apprentices in the towns
where they are found dwelling, as much to their own benefit, and the
benefit of the public, as in any other place, —
Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Repre-

sentatives,

[Sect. 1.] That from and after the first day of August, one Overseers, with

thousand seven hundred and seventy-one, it shall be lawful for the twolusuccl,"^
overseers of the poor of any town or district within this province empowered to

where any poor children or minors, whether male or female, shall chi'idren!'^

come, be left, or found dwelling, whose ckcumstances shall be such
as to require that such town or district should incur any immediate ex-

pence, either for their support [or] in order to their removal ; and such
overseers are hereby fully impowered, with the assent of two justices

of the peace for the county in which such town or district lyes, from
time to time, to place and bind apprentices, any such poor children

or minors (although such poor children or minors are not by law the

proper charge of such town or district) , for their support in case they
should stand in need : provided, such poor children and minors shall

be, at the time of placing and binding them apprentices, in other

respects, in such circumstances as that, if they belonged to such town
or district where they shall be found, they would be subject and liable,

by virtue of any act or law of this province heretofore made and yet
in force, to be placed and bound apprentices by such overseers of the

poor.

Provided, also,—
[Sect. 2.] That the males shall not be bound for a longer term agea ascertain-

than until[Z] they [shall] come to the age of twenty-one years, and the ®^"

females shall not be bound for a longer term than until [ij they shall

* Signed July 5, according to the record.
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come to the age of eighteen years ; and that provision [slaall] be

made in the indentures whereby the males shall be bound out, for

To be Instructed their being instructed in reading, writing and cj^phering ; and in the
in reading,
writing and
ciphering.

Towns not to be
subjected to

their support.

indentures whereby the females shall be bound out, for then- being

instructed in reading and writing, if they shall be capable.

Provided,

[Sect. 3.] That no proceedings of the selectmen or overseers of

the poor in binding out any such children or minors as apprentices,

nor their serving an apprenticeship, either in the same, or in any other

town or district, shall be construed or understood to subject the town
or district to which such selectmen or overseers shall belong, or the

town or district wherein such apprentices [hip] shall be served, to the

support of such children or minors, in case they shall afterwards stand

in need ; but the inhabitants of the town or district to which any such

child or minors doth or shall properly belong previous to his or her

being bound out, shall, when known, be liable and held to afford such
relief as by law they would have been subject to in case this act had
never been made. \_Passed July 4*

;
publisJied July 5.

CHAPTER 6.

AN ACT FOR ERECTING THE NEW PLANTATION CALLED NUMBER FOUR,
IN THE COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE, INTO ATOWN BY THE NAME OF GAGE-
BOROUGH.

Preamble.

BouDds.

Original pur-
chasers' cove-
nant -with the
settlors.

Whereas the erecting the new plantation called No. 4, in the

county of Berkshire, into a town, will greatly encourage and forward
the further settlement thereof, and remove many difficulties the inhab-

itants settled there at present labour under, —
Be it therefore eriacted by the Governor, Council and House of Repre-

sentatives,

[Sect. 1.] That the new plantation called Number Four, in the

county of Berkshire, bounding, easterly, on the new township called

Number Five ; southerly, partly on the new township called Number
Two, and partly on Ashuelot Equivalent, so called ; westerly, on Lanes-
borough ; and northerly, on that tract of laud which was called Number
Six (being a township, which, by a committee of this court, was, in

the year one thousand seven hundred and sixty-two, sold at public

vendue, to Mr. Noah Nash), — be and hereby is made a town by the

name of Gageborough : and the inhabitants thereof are hereby invested

with all the powers, privile[d]ges and immunities that the inhabitants

of other towns within this province by law enjoy.

And whereas the said Noah Nash purchased the lands of the said

township, from the province, for himself and divers other persons, as

original purchasers ; and the said purchasers afterwards surveyed and
laid out great part of said lands into lots ; and in their meetings as

proprietors, have divided the greater part thereof among themselves,

to hold the same in severalty ; and in order to bring forward and cora-

pleat the settlement of the same lands, and for fulfilment and per-

formance of the conditions of the grant thereof, the purchasers have
been disposing of such lots to persons who have engaged to settle

thereon, who have convenanted with the original purchasers, to do the

Signed July 5, according to the record.


